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Unit

One

Text A

Judy Syfers, a wife herself, suddenly has an idea that she, too, would like

to have a wife. How funny| However, when you are through with this arti-

nn

cle, you may find nothing ridiculous about her idea any more. -

auQ

Why | Want a Wife
Judy Syfers

1 I am a wife, and not by accident, a mother of two children. Not long
ago, a friend of mine came to me and told me that he was looking for a
wife. As I thought about him one evening, I suddenly have the idea that
I, too, would like to have a wife.

2 I would like to go back to school so that I can become a good scien-
tist. I want a wife who would work and send me to school. And while I

am going to school I want a wife who would look after my children. I want

[
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her to make sure my children eat properly and are kept clean. I want a
wife who will comb the girl’s hair and tie the boy’s necktie and wash the
children’s clothes. I want a wife who arranges the children’s schooling,
takes them to the park or the zoo and makes them have a good time after
school. T want a wife who looks after the children when they are sick, ar-
ranges to be around when the children need special care. Of course, I

cannot miss lecture at school.

3 I want a wife who will take care of me. She will see to it that my per-
sonal things are kept in the proper places so that I can find what I need
the minute I need it. I want a wife who is a good cook. She will plan the
menus, do the necessary shopping, cook the meals, and serve thém
pleasantly. She will do the cleaning up after the meals while I do my
studying. I want a wife who will care for me when I am sick and sympa-
thize with my pain and loss of time from school. I want a wife to accompa-

ny me when our family takes a holiday so that she can continue to care for

23



me and my children when I need rest and change of scene.

4 1 want a wife who will take care of my social life. When I meet
friends at home, I want a wife who will prepare a‘special meal , serve it to
me and my friends. She will not cut in when I talk about the things that
interest me and my friends. I want a wife who will have arranged things so
that the children are fed and ready for bed before my guests arrive. I want
a wife who take care of the needs of my guests so that they may feel com-
fortable. She will make sure that they are offered a second helping of the
food, that their wine glasses are filled up, and that their coffee is served
to them as they like. ’

5 T want a wife who will not trouble me with a wife’s duties but always
listen to me. She must arrange to lose time at work, but not to lose her
job. She knows that sometimes I need a night out by myself. If, by
chance, I find another person better as a wife than the wife I already
have, I want to have the freedom to replace her with another one. And my
wife will take the children and be responsible for them so that I can be left
free.

6 My God, who wouldn’t want a wife?

Vocabulary

scientist [ 'saiontist | n. BlFER

proper [ 'propa | a. ST 0 1)

comb [ koum | n., v. Wif;H, e

tie [ tai ] n., v. AT 45 (G )
vt. 4T L2400, 5 PR
vi. WA (B4 T5E) R AL, S5, 1T

45 , A
neck [ nek | n. i, kT
park [ patk] n. NI

wun

=1ile)

3
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zoo [ zu: ]

sick [ sik ]

lecture [ 'lektfa ]

personal [ 'parsonl |

meal [ mi:l ]

serve [ sarv |

sympathize [ 'simpoBaiz ]
loss [ 1os]

accompany [ 9'kAmpani ]
holiday [ *holadi, tholidei ]
continue [ kon'tinjuz |
scene | siin |

prepare [ pri'peo ]

cut [ kat ]

feed [ fird ]
ready [ ‘'redi ]
arrive [ 9'raiv |

offer [ 'ofa ]

wine | wain |

coffee [ 'kofi ]

freedom [ *frizdom |
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replace [ri( 1) 'pleis] v. B, B e, &, 8 -eeeee i (8]

R4tk
responsible [ ris'ponsabl ] a. BHIALH, ATEEM, AR, 1
BTHY
Phrases & Expressions
by accident fBsR b, Z St
think about R, 1258, RE R
look after FRJBR, Ak
make sure &S, TR AR
see to it (that) %, R EE]
the minute (that) 2. -1 RETLEE
care for B, R
cut in Y TR AU TE
by chance L =¥ )

Notes

Hun

1. I suddenly had the idea that I , too, would like to have a wife. T 2SR A8
(A TAHEE)  REBEAEIET,

1) X H that I, too, would like to have a wife 2— 1~ 5Z& KT, #H—F
B idea HYNZ , 2 idea IRINLTE . 4N:

They expressed the hope that they would come and visit China again.

R A R AR R ‘

2) like 763X B2 3 iA), AR B, R ; like 17 FIFENH, B N
R, [ — A7 BT FIVETE AR, R R MR o AN

Jane looks rather like Mary.

AR ISR R

I saw a number of small hard things like stones.

o T — (R Sk —RER B A /NETE L

auQ
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Do you like it?

VRERE N ?

— 1) 22 PG AE 1B IR AR5 1Y , 27 T TR

2. And while I am going to school---7EF [ 27 Hfig-- -

X B school AN, BARRGIT (K ) , Midda 222" o KUryH
TIEA

go to hospital ( REBERE) 16
go to church ( b#t) WMLFF
go to sea ity

go to bed D

ready for bed T £ HE 0T
(stay)in prison AL R

3. She will see to it that my personal things are kept in their proper places---
i 55 WA F B AN N Al TR T 2 B s T -

X HL see JE“ S5l , —EIIE" FREE

Will you see to it that you are fully prepared? ( = make sure that)

PRAEA PRUEASC — A 7

4. ---so0 that I can find what I need the minute I need it. «----- XFEEFRBEAE
i 2 (AR08 B Sz 2142 B

What I need J4 " KT EHI AP

What 7E A 24T the thing(s) which. 4f1:
This is what I wanted to know = This is the thing that I wanted to know.

I need it t/&—5E% & )4) T, 1841 the minute,
5. She will make sure that they are offered a second helping of the food,-:-

W BEAE £ 3 O AV O I — B3 B8 o

Exercises to the text

1. Comprehension of the text

Choose the best answer to each of the following.

1) Who wrote the article?



A. A woman with two children.
B. A man who wants to marry very much.
C. A woman who wants to marry very much.
D. A man with two children. ‘
2) Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. She wants a wife who will work and send her to school.
B. She wants a wife who will be as equal as her.
C. She wants a wife who will take care of her and her social life
D. She wants a wife who will not trouble her with a wife’s duties but al-
ways listens to her.
3) According to the author, what does “wife” mean here?
A. A husband’s lover.
B. A husband’s partner.
C. A husband’s servant.
D. A husband’s manager.
4) The word “trouble” in the Sth paragraph means
A. cause worry

B. cause convenience

Hin

C. convenient

D. win a victory

5) The last sentence “My God, who wouldn’t want a wife?” may indicate

auQ

that
Perhaps no one would want a wife.
Perhaps somebody would want a wife.

Perhaps no one wouldn’t want a wife.

o 0w >

Perhaps everyone wouldn’t want a wife.
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2. Vocabulary

I . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the form where necessary.

arrive proper continue ready replace freedom

responsible think about care for by accident

1) You can it and let me know your decision later.

2) I will let you know as soon as I in Beijing.

3) Would you a walk?

4) Everything is . We'll set out at six.

5) Columbus discovered America not

6) Can anything a mother’s love and care?

7) He is too young for such a job.

8) Are you doing it in the way?

9) Mary gives me the of her library.

10) He hopes to at school for another year.

II'. Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the words given at the
beginning.
Example; work worker working
A. He was working when the doorbell rang.
B. Mary had been a worker before she became a teacher.
C. If she works hard, she will succeed.
1) science scientist scientific
A. Most of the Nobel Prize winners are
B. His name is known to many in the circles.
C. We are living in a world of modern
2) free freely freedom
A. He wants to live a life from troubles.
B. They fought for national

C. You can speak in front of me.

[s]

g



3) high highly height
A. She spoke of his discovery.
B. Bob is 1.76 meters in
C. The church tower is 20 meters

4) lose loss lost

A. You should make good use of your time. There is not a moment to

B. The explorers got in the thick forest.

C. The caused by the fire was covered by insurance.

3. Structure
[ . Complete the following sentences after the model.

Model ; 1 am a wife, , a mother of two children. (Ff3E

BR)

I am a wife, and not by accident, a mother of two children.
1) You can do your homework . (BB 4 BHERAT 4

i)

2) I paid a visit to my friend in Peking. ( AN AHI) c
3) He wants to (A REBHEER) o
4) Our new house (FHEER) g
5) As1 , I had a new idea. (2B B & T &K4EHKEHE)

I . Rewrite the following sentences after the model.
Model : My wife will work and send me to school.

I want a wife who will wok and send me to schooi.
1) A driver drives a car.

A driver is a person

2) He works as a software engineer.

He works for a company

3) Last night, we listened to the wonderful music.

The music was wonderful.
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4. Cloze

One day a mother rat and her babies were out in an open field. They were
playing and having a good time when 1 a hungry cat came on the scene! It
hid 2 abigtree and then 3  forward through the tall grass 4 it
could almost hear them talk. 5 the mother rat and her babies knew 6

had happened, the cat 7  from its hiding-place and started to run 8

them.
The mother rat and her babies all 9  at once. They hurried towards
10 home, which was under a pile of large stones. 11 the baby rats
were 12 scared that they could not run very 13 . Closer and closer
the rat came. In no time the cat would be upon 14 . What was to be done?
The mother rat stopped running, 15 round and faced the rat,
16 , “Bow! Bowwow!” just like 17  angry dog. The cat was so sur-

prised and 18  that it ran away.
The mother rat turned to her babies, “Now you see 19  important it is

to learn 20 second language!”

1) A. naturally B. suddenly
C. nearly D. certainly
2) A.on B. between
C. by D. behind
3) A. crawled B. jumped
C. looked D. climbed
4) A. before B. when
C. until D. while
5) A. Before B. After
C. Unless D. Otherwise
6) A. where B. what
C. which D. when
7) A. jumped B. started



