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The Way

We would like to remind you: this is not just a book of photography.
As the name of the book might have suggested, "The Way" is more
than a road on a map. In fact this is a collection of art forms created
by a group of Chinese visual artists using 2 tool called camera.
Included are not only physical forms that you could see, but also the
landscapes of human mind, illuminated by lenses these artists
command,

These brave photographers have chosen a stance, to rescue "Pho-
tography” from its traditional meaning. To merely deliver an object's
physical form to a viewer is beneath them. They have realized that
the so called "photography” has shed its original skin: fidelity to
appearances, which used to be the most vital characteristic of
photography. Today's world is full of massive reproduction and
forgery. The "fidelity” in appearances in photography has became
a symbol, kept alive by a few symbolic moments. It was a tragic
baggage bestowed upon photography at the day of its invention.
The tragedy was illustrated plainly by Baudelaire's cynical voice in
1859,"1f photography is allowed to supplement art in some of its
functions.it will soon have supplanted or corrupted it altogether...
Photography must return to its true duty, which is the handmaid to
the arts and science." This curse had intimidated many Chinese
photographers, who voluntarily imprisoned themselves in the dead-
end alley way--obediently recording fidelity of appearances,

Now, this group of brave photographers has descended upon this
curse with all their mights, they carried with them an unstoppable
inertia. An inertia that has a subversive undercurrent, heavy-handed
and maybe destructive. Miraculously, growing out of the ruins they
caused is a translucent crystal palace, radiate of humanity.

Can some of the photos from fotoyard.com and this book be called
photography from the traditional definition? No, they are more
like magi-c, The magic itself was born out of their creators', these
visual artists', life force. Through the process of creation, they
slowly understood their own magic. The magic is all they need to

do, which 15 to face their true selves, without any disguise, let their
instinct be the only guiding light, declare war on humanity's own
ancient soul. Our soul is full of contradictions, yet it also has infi-
nite potential. The reward of a insistent soul searching is 1o have
the chance glance at the flickering light of wisdom. These coura-
geous adventurers, during their creative journeys, were themselves
impressed by this miracle.

What they saw might never be deseribable in language, how could
they believe they could capture and reproduce them using their
cameras? What could be captured might just be their own sensation,
all they could believe in are the tremor in their own hearts. Looking
back at all the artistic masterpieces, weren't they all formed and
existed in many sensitive hearts? The formation itself was painful.
They were painful because of their contradictory nature. It is the
fate for all the creative artists - they have no choice but to walk on
their own rope in the sky, alone,

Like all sources of creativity, the fate alone becomes a strength.
The creators were instinctively aware of themselves’ approaching
to lucidity and light, Mere appearances in reality no longer bind
them. The real truth beneath the so called reality has revealed its
secret. Then, instinct become their eyes, They replaced their physi-
cal vision. Riddles and answers become one, from the universe to a
single sand, from tears in a mirror to last night's dream, meanings of
the world become broader, infinite.

Suddenly they understood Lao Zi's whisper traveled through thou-
sands years of time tunnel: The Way has no form!

In this muddled time, let everything become self appearance, and
self can finally reflect everything.

Maleonn
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