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Aims of the course

The course aims to enable students to develop a functional competence in English that
will be of practical value to them at school, in their subsequent careers and in their
personal lives. '

This course not only gives language tasks for practice, but also teaches the skills
necessary to deal with the tasks. In designing the course, special attention has been
paid to developing activities that will help students understand what they read, and
communicate their ideas and opinions to others clearly, accurately and confidently.

Organization of Student’s Book Senior High 1B

The Student’s Book is divided into three modules, each with two units. At the end of
each of the first two modules there is a Using English section and at the end of the
third module there is a Project. Each unit is divided into four sections—Reading,
Grammar, Skills (Listening, Speaking and Writing) and More reading. The material in
each module is centred on a broad theme, while each unit focuses on a topic within
that theme that links together the different sections of the unit. The unit topics are
intended to provide students with useful ideas and information, and to extend their
general knowledge. They have been carefully selected in accordance with the
Shanghai English Syllabus to appeal to teenage students of both sexes, and to cover a
wide variety of subject matter. Some topics are close to students' daily lives, whereas
others fulfil the aim that English should provide a 'window on the world'

Keep in mind that not all of the exercises in the Student’s Book have to be done in
class. In order to support the teachers and give them freedom in adapting their
lessons, we have provided exercises for students of different levels. The more difficult
exercises in each section are marked with an asterisk(*) in the Student's Book. Teachers
may choose which exercises to teach depending upon their students' abilities. For
example, some Skills exercises may be too easy or too difficult for some classes. In this
case, teachers should feel free to do only the exercises which best suit their students.
Teachers should not think it necessary to do each part of the Student’s Book in turn
and finish everything before moving on.

®
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Reading

Pre-reading

To prepare students for the Reading passage and teach them reading comprehension
skills, each Reading section begins with exercises which are to be done either before
the reading or while enganged in the reading.

"

What do you know about ...7

This section is a short warm-up to introduce the Reading. It usually contains
several questions, some of which are about the photographs or illustrations at
the beginning of the unit. The purposes of this section are to introduce the
students to the topic of the unit, to make links between the topic and their own
lives and knowledge, and to encourage them to think ahead and predict what
might be in the main passage and the rest of the unit. The form of this section in
class will probably be a teacher-led oral discussion, but it could also be organized
in pairs or small groups.

At this point in the unit, teachers may wish to ask students to start collecting
news stories, pictures, books or even objects related to the topic, for display or
discussion purposes later in the unit. These are optional activities, but the more
teachers can arouse students’ interest in the topic, the more it will help their
motivation to learn English.

Skimming

This exercise within the Reading section encourages students to develop their
predictive skills by using clues in the artwork, design, layout, type of text, title,
sub-headings, key sentences and conclusion to guess as much as they can about
a passage before they read it in detail. They should be encouraged to make
reasonable guesses about where a passage has come from, the aims and attitudes
of the writer, his or her original purpose in writing the passage, etc.

Research has shown that a good reader approaches a text in this way, and
continually makes predictions about the content as he or she reads. There are of
course no wrong answers when we are asking students to make guesses, and
students should not be penalized or criticized for inaccurate guesses.

Scanning

Whereas skimming assumes that you are looking quickly through a text with no
particular purpose in mind, scanning assumes that you are looking quickly
through a text for a definite purpose. A poor reader tends to start at the
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beginning of a text and to read through it slowly, word by word, accepting the
meaning passively. We want to train students to attack a piece of text actively

to skim through it first to get a general idea, and then to scan it quickly to find
specific information. Each time students look through a text in this way, they
should be making and modifying predictions about the meaning of the text. In
this way, they build an outline or summary of the text in their minds. This will
greatly help them to work out the full meaning when they finally read the text
carefully. Thus the Scanning exercise sets specific tasks, and asks students to read
fairly quickly to find facts, names, dates, etc.

The Teacher's Book gives detailed suggestions and provides reference materials
for teachers to teach the Pre-reading section. It also gives instructive
suggestions on how to introduce the skills of skimming and scanning and how to
do the tasks in this section.

The Reading passage

The Reading passages are written in a variety of styles and formats in order to offer
students examples of the kind of English they will use at school or encounter outside
in the community. The language of the passages is carefully controlled so that new
structures and vocabulary are introduced in a systematic manner. Most of the new
words appear frequently in senior high textbooks. Each passage deals with an aspect
of the topic of the unit. In many units, further relevant subject matter is introduced in

later sections, thus providing other, varied aspects of the same topic.

The Teacher's Book gives teaching suggestions for the Reading passage, including
suggestions on how to assign tasks before class, and how to introduce the topic of the
Reading passage. It also suggests specific teaching methodologies based on different
text types and different reading strategies and exercises. Teachers can follow the
suggestions in How to teach and Variation, or they can use their creativity to design
an appropriate teaching plan to suit their students’ needs.

Post reading
Key words
After completing the Scanning exercise, students should be given time to read
the passage carefully. They can then begin the Key words section, which contains
vocabulary exercises related to the words used in the main passage. Students
must find words, study their contexts and make intelligent guesses at their
meanings. If guessing fails, they may use their dictionaries, or the teacher may
tell them the meanings. (The meanings of all vocabulary items are given in the
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Student's Book and Teacher's Book.) Vocabulary work of this kind is best done in
pairs or small groups. Students can then exchange their ideas and, in the end,
the ideas of the whole class can be pooled.

Words that might be unknown to the students are listed in the New words and
expressions section directly after each unit. These words can be divided into
productive vocabulary and receptive vocabulary (which are asterisked for easy
identification). Students are required to understand and use words of the first
type in different contexts from those in the passage. In this way, students can
build up a useful active vocabulary. Most of the words useful for a productive
vocabulary will be practised in the Key words section. For words which are a part
of the receptive vocabulary, only understanding is required.

Read and think

This section contains comprehension tasks and questions to train students to
think more deeply about what they have read. In order to accomplish the Read
and think tasks, students will already have read through the passage at least
twice. As in the section above, a variety of exercise types have been used to
make the work more interesting for students. Though the Key words section
comes before Read and think, teachers may choose to do Read and think first
while the Reading passage is still fresh in students’ minds.

Every Reading section will have either a vocabulary or comprehension Strategy. The
Strategy functions to equip students with necessary skills for reading in English on
their own. The Teacher’s Book contains an optional exercise for some Strategy
sections, usually based on the Reading passage. Teachers can use this exercise or
develop exercises of their own, adjusting the exercises in difficulty according to the
needs of their students.

Grammar

The Grammar section focuses on the grammar targets necessary for students at this
stage. All grammar targets are contextualized in the reading passages, and the
grammar exercises are normally linked to the topic of the unit. The exercises strive to
present the grammar in a natural context and to build competency in the use of the
grammar target. The Teacher’s Book contains detailed suggestions on how to present
each grammar target, and provides brief, simple, grammatical explanations to guide
both students and teachers. It has many additional exercises and activities for each
unit, to be used at the teachers' discretion. In order to make the Grammar section as
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