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Do you watch TV news every day? What are the effects of the news reports?

In this selection, a poll reveals people’s opinions.

Poll Reveals TV News too Negative

1 A recent Time/CNN poll in the USA has discovered that 75 percent
of people agreed that the news media is “ sensationalist” , 63 percent

€

found it “too negative” and 73 percent said they are ‘sceptical about the
accuracy” of the news they are receiving.

2 Local news programmes in the USA are so dominated by stories of vi-
olence and crime that other topics like government, education and the en-
vironment are left with little airtime. Network broadcaster John Walters
claimed, “This lack of information has resulted in negative feelings to-

wards the media. ”
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3 Crime reports, which often serve as lead stories, make up an average
of 30.2 percent of news time on local TV news programmes in the USA.
Media researcher Bob Smith reported, “53 percent of crime reports are a-
bout murder, but it is one of the least frequently committed crimes. ” An-
other media study revealed that 42 percent of all local TV news broadcast-

ers are stories about crime, disaster and war.

4 One possible reason for this is that local television news is ratings
driven. Some market research suggests that viewers like to see stories of
crime and violence, which increases the rating of newscasts. Higher rat-
ings mean higher advertising revenues. Mike Adams, a television execu-
: : 5 g o :

tive, explained, “The increase in crime reports is because, on average,

almost half the money a local station makes comes from news. ”

%



5  Many experts believe a steady diet of violence-oriented news broad-
casts has serious effects. A spokesman for the National Television Vio-
lence Committee stated, “There are three main risks associated with vie-
wing media violence. People learn aggressive behaviour. They become
desensitized to real-world violence. These lead to an increased fear of be-

ing a victim of violence, resulting in mistrust of others. ”

Vocabulary
Time/CNN n. T SR EA Lok E
poll [ poul ] n. ENp=RUUL
sensationalist [ sen'seifonalist] n. ZEANTEE  LEEWTHA
sensational [ sen'seifon(2)1] a. E2ATEK; S EZIN;CER
Wi, SR B L B (SCEESCHTE )
negative [ 'negotiv ] a. , n. TR ;THRK;RR
sceptical [ 'skeptikal ] a. R EERY) (£ EH1E A skeptical )
accuracy [ 'zkjurosi | n. YEREYE:  IEFATE
accurate [ 'zkjurit ] a. R R <
dominate [ 'domineit ] v. e, SR .
violence [ 'vaiolans ] n. E- Y| %
violent [ ‘vaiolant ] a. AN -l ]
broadcaster [ 'brordka:sta ] n. T #& R
average [ 'zvorid3 ] n. , a3, FHKE, FHEE; —8
v. W, SFHR; P, B, XE
-3 7K -
frequently [ ‘frizkwontli ] ad. W N E
executive [ ig'zekjutiv ] a. , n. PATHATBUR ; AT s BE AR
oriented [ 'orrientid ] a. RS}
associate [ 9'soufieit ] v. HkEBRER,; S
view [ vjur] v. WE ; TR ; WEEE
behaviour [ bitheivjo ] n. 260k 7R

3



behave [ bitheiv | v. 1TH
desensitise [ dir'sensitaiz | 0. fERRAR A
mistrust [ mis'trast | n. , v. ML, IG5

Phrases & Expressions
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make up 20 185 ¥ A
result in FIE; F3
on average R ;1
be associated with SR
lead to 513 ; 2

y

% Notes
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1. Local news programmes in the USA are so dominated by stories of vio-
lence and crime that other topics like government, education and the environment
are left with little airtime. 3% [ 3175 855 H 7 ff 7 2 ) ACIRIRIE , i,
LT T ANEORT | BCR FNEREE 4 BT o % Hh BRI 0

to be left with B/R“F4& . EHTF",

2. ratings driven SZIWARZRIK ), #24 T driven by ratings,

3. on average F-HJEK ;1. Hil40 .

On average three people get married every day in this town.

PR E XS RA = AL

4. a steady diet JRE N “FET A MABMIKE” , X HIE LW HEHIE 2
JIFEF H o

5. There are three main risks associated with viewing media violence. Y&
ROV HFEERE =T EER

associated with “ &5----.. MK NEJG B ETE, viewing media violence 3]
2R VEA 17 with EETE,
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Exercises to the text

1. Comprehension of the text

Choose the best answer to each of the following.

1) We can learn from the 1st paragraph that according to the poll,

A. the majority have a negative attitude towards the news media

B. the majdrity have a positive attitude towards the news media

C. more than 70 percent of people believe the news they are receiving

D. two thirds of the people agreed that the news media is sensationalist
2) The possible reason why TV news programmes are dominated by stories of

violence and crime is that
A. TV news broadcasters are interested in stories of crime, disaster and
war
B. few viewers are interested in stories of crime, disaster and war
C. local TV stations want high advertising revenues

D. there are many stories of violence and crime to report

3) Which of the following is NOT one of the effects of violence-oriented

news broadcasts?

(©)]
S
@

53

A. People are indifferent about real violence.
B. People have an increased mistrust of others.
C. People tend to buy guns to protect themselves.
D. People tend to behave violently.
4) What does the word “revenues” in the 4th paragraph mean?

A. programmes

B. incomes
C. ratings
D. viewers

5) The main idea of the text is that

A. according to the experts, news broadcasts have negative effects
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B. TV news broadcasts have negative effects on the public because of the
violence and crime involved

C. the rise of the crime rate results from the violence-oriented news
broadcasts

D. crime reports mean higher ratings

2. Vocabulary

I. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below.
Change the form where necessary.

channels media studies viewers news broadcasts
lead stories airtime revenues sensationalist
media ratings

1) TV, radio and newspapers are means of
2) The most popular programmes usually have high with a lot of
viewers.

3) News broadcasts usually begin with . Less important news

come later.

4) Making a big, dramatic story out of nothing is called repor-
ting.

5TV is divided into news, sports, films, entertainment and ed-

ucational programmes.
6) The local TV station has five main

7) If you study TV, radio and the press at university, your course is called

8) For most TV and radio networks, the main source of income is advertis-
ing

9) This film is not suitable for under the age of 16.

10) Most networks have several every day, usually every hour,

giving current events.

[}



Il. Fill in the blanks with the proper form of the words given at the be-

ginning.
Example ; work worker working
A. He was working when the doorbell rang.
B. Mary had been a worker before she became a teacher.
C. If she works hard, she will succeed.
1) average (n.) average (a. ) average (v. )
A. The of 2,3 and 4 is 3.
B. The age of the students in this class is 18.
C. They 25 miles a day during their last journey.
2) high highly height
A. He speaks of his discovery.

B. Henry is 1.76 meters in
C. The clock tower is 22 meters

3) frequent frequency frequently

A. She has written to me since I went abroad.
B. Snows are rather here in winter.
C. The of her visits greatly surprised him 2
=N
3. Structure 9
@

Rewrite the following sentences after the model, using “so ...
that”.

Model 1 . Some market research suggests that viewers like to see stories of
crime and violence.
This increases the rating of newscasts.
Some market research suggests that viewers like to see stories of
crime and violence, which increase the rating of newscasts.

1) He seems not to have grasped what I meant.

This greatly upsets me.
2) Liquid water changes to vapor.

It is called evaporation.
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3) He is not satisfied with the result.
It can be seen from his expression.
4) Sam said he was at home last night.

It is not true, by my estimate.

Model 1T : Another media study revealed that 42 percent of all local TV news
broadcasters are stories about crime, disaster and war.
It is revealed in another media study that 42 percent of all local
TV news broadcasters are stories about crime, disaster and war.

1) Yesterday’s newspaper reported that the new highway was completed two

weeks ahead of schedule.

2) People believe that too much TV watching will do harm to children.

3) Someone told me that the quiz would be put off till next week.

4) In their experiment they found that children can make greater progress if

they are often praised

4. Cloze

Fill in the missing words.

Have you watched the TV series “Star Trek”, or seen 1 of the films
based on the series? If you _ 2, did you know that it has given us a new lan-
guage? Yes, a TV science fiction series has given us a new language with its
__3  vocabulary and grammar. The language is “Klingon” , the language spo-
ken 4  the “baddies” in the series who became friends of the “goodies” ,
the humans, in later episodes.

The language was developed by Star Trek fans, who are 5  as “Trek-
kies” , in the USA. They took the little amount of Klingon heard in the series and
subsequent films and created a whole new 6 based on it. It now has its own
dictionaries and grammar books. When the 7  meet up at conventions to buy
memorabilia ( KZHi) and meet the stars of the programmes, they can often be
_ 8  talking in Klingon.

—



5. Translate the following sentences into English

1) T xRy REfRERIALE, FUARERILESR .

2) —TRIEAG R, B 2008 4F, LASEIE A B 6 90 4 P S0R K [ B
27%

3) EREMEAUEIGE R A TR RS, T L ik & 55K
PR o '

4) (0 AT LUE I B , s @ B s e iE A X BB R

5) A3 H 18 A E BRACIREK R A —iR o

6) BEA IR RIE—/ DR

Word Bank

disagree [ diso'gri: ] v. NG Py =3
argue [ 'aigjuz ] v. $it

deny [ di‘'nai | v. N

influence [ ‘'influons | n. A

concern [ kon'sa:n | v. Rl S
coast [ koust ] mn. i

handful [ ‘heendfl ] n. —; 0%
spoil [ spoil ] v. IR s Bt

Television — a Blessing or a Curse?

1  When we were young, our parents allowed us to watch TV two hours

a night. Oh, yes. And we couldn’t watch until our homework was fin-

ouQ 1uN
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ished. But after a year or two, TV wasn’t exciting or new anymore. It be-
came just another part of our lives, like shoes or soap. My parents still
had fears about TV. We were going to forget how to read, they said. And
we were not going to read books because watching TV is easier, they
said. And TV was going to fill our minds with violence, they said. They
said lots of things like that — once a day at least. I disagreed with them.
I thought they were old-fashioned, thinking too much of old ways and ide-
as.

2 Today, people still argue about the value of TV. Nobody can deny

[



