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The millennium between the sixth century, when the Sui dynasty restored imperial unity, and the sixteenth, when the Westerners began

their intrusion by sea, was for China an era of unparalleled political, social, and cultural stability. But this stability paradoxically proved to
be a curse as well as a blessing. ... The end result, then, was the disruption of the beautifully balanced but conservative Chinese society
by the irresistible expansionism of the West. Despite this outcome, we should not overlook the fact that for a full millennium the civilization
of China led the world by its sheer viability and by its contributions to the human heritage

—L .S Stavrianos: A Global History from Prehistory to the 21st Century,pp.211-212, Chapter 13,1999
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Our house has now enjoyed nearly a century of dazzling
success. Suppose one day “joy at its height engenders
sorrows”. And suppose that, in the words of another
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proverb, “when the tree falls, the monkeys scatter.” Will
not our reputation as one of the great, cultured households of
the age then turn into a hollow mockery?
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April is the crullest month, breeding Lilacs out of the
dead land, mixing Memory and desire, stirring Dull roots
with spring rain.
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1 —
Mencius said, “If a man love others, and not re-

11! /.—_—_*
sponsive attachment is shown to him, let him turn in-
2

/_’-—_—
wards and examine his own benevolence. If he is trying
ST — = .
to rule others, and his government is unsuccessful, let

. t' 4 . . . /’—__--—
him turn inwards and examine his wisdom. If he treats
5 — 5a
others politely, and they do not return his politeness,

6
let him turn inwards and examine his own feeling of re-
—~ 7\ — 7a\ /\
spect,. when we do not, by that we do, realise what we
3 - V &» .
desire, we must turn inwards and examine ourselves in
9 - J—
every point. When a man’s person is correct, the whole
19

kingdom will turn to him with recognition and submis-

sion. It is said in the Book of Poetry,
11

Be always studious to he in harmony with the

_—
ordinances of God,
12

And you will obtain much happiness. ©
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1

Mencius said, “If others do not respond to your love with
love, look into your own benevolence; if others fail to respond to
3

4—
your attempts to govern them with order, look into your own wis-

5\ /‘_6\

-~
dom; if others do not return your courtesy, look into your own re-

spect. In other words, look into your self whenever you fail to
9 —
———_—x ~
achieve your purpose. When you are correct in your person, the
10

Empire will turn to you. The Book of Odes says,
11:
Long may be worthy of Heaven's Mandate,
And seek for himself much good forture.” ®
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4 love ‘ love

E attachment love

K turn inward and examine look into

(= benevolence benevolence

bz to rule to govern with order
& wisdom wisdom

A politeness oourtesy

# feeling of respect respect

AFeeeees &% to realize one’s to achieve purpose
ATF desire the Kingdom thé Empire

=Ed turn to him with turn to you

recognition and

submission
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OZRAKERAA(RFC)ENTEZHIF), EEWHIFEL 199041 A
20 HEATHFRHIS EER, FUHE WAXEZ ER(HEHiCE—F
EHRES T RFESE), Tl 5P HE 1991 4F i), 55 359—366 T,
XK Eligabeth Sinn:“ Yan Fu as Translator: A Textual Criticism of the
Tianyanlun.”
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Il la reconnaissait. Il reconnaissait ces hurlements de colére, ces
aboiements enragés, il entendait les battements de ce coeur fercené qui
saute dans la poitrine, ce sang tumultueux, il sentait sur sa face ces coups
de vent frénétiques, qui cinglent et qui broient, et qui s’arrétent soudain,
brisés par une volonté d’'Hercule. Cette dme gigantesque entrait en lui,
distendait ses membres et son ame, et leur donnait des proportions
colossales. Il marchait sur le monde. Il était une montagne, des orages
soufflaient en lui. Des orages de fureur! Des orages de douleur! ... Ah!
quelle douleur! ... Mais cela ne faisait rien! Il se sentait si fort! ...
Souffrir! Souffrir encore! ...Ah! que c’est bon d’etre fort! Que c’est bon
de souffrir, quand on est fort! ... (Romain Rolland: Jean-Christophe,
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@ The Works of Mencius, The Chinese Classics , Volume II, translated by
Jm Legge, Hong Kong University Press, pp. 294-295.
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