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A FAIRY-TALE WEDDING ,
PEBEOIR By Cherry Gilchrist
rince Charles was taking a long time to choose a wife. He was already 32.
He always had plenty of girlfriends — Diana’s sister, Sarah, was once his
girlfriend. But he couldn’t decide who to marry. Charles was the future King of
Britain, so he had to choose well. Not every beautiful woman makes a good Queen.
Life in the Royal Family can be very hard — the ‘Royals’ spend a lot of time in pub-
lic. So she must be a girl from a good family, and Charles must be her first lover.

In February 1981, the news finally came out that Prince Charles was getting
married — to Lady Diana Spencer. The photos in the newspapers showed a pretty,
quiet girl with a sweet smile, and the reporters soon began to call her “Shy Di”.
Diana was the first English girl to marry a Prince of Wales for five hundred years.
And in private, Prince Charles said that the Spencers were ‘more royal than the
Royals’! It seemed that Diana and Charles were perfect together. People in Britain
began to look forward to a fairy-tale wedding.

Diana grew up with the Royal Family, but for a long time she didn’t really
know Charles. There are a lot of families in the Royal?® circle, and also Charles
was twelve years older than her. He was already a young man when she was still a
child. But when Diana was sixteen, they met at a county house party. She was only
a schoolgirl, and Charles was more interested in his dog and his sport than in her.
But from that time, Diana put a photo of Charles by her bed.

They met at a few more parties, but it was only in July 1980 that Charles
began to look at Diana with new eyes. They were both staying with friends in the
country. In the evening, Diana sat next to Charles outside in the garden. She was
telling him that she saw him at a funeral a year earlier.

“You looked so sad,” she said. “I thought it’s wrong that you’re alone — you
need someone to look after you.”

Charles’ heart opened to her, and from then on he was seriously interested in
her. He asked her out for an evening of music, with supper later at *Buckingham
Palace. But he didn’t give Diana much time — she only had twenty minutes to
wash her hair and get ready!

“Maybe you’ll be the next Queen of England!” a friend told her. Diana only
laughed.
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Then Charles asked her to go to Balmoral for the Braemar Games, the Scottish
sports which happen every September. Diana’s sister Jane was now married to
Robert Felloweds, the Queen’s personal secretary. They had a small house in the
royal park at Balmoral, and Diana stayed there with her sister and husband. Prince
Charles phoned her every day, and they went for walks together.

No one guessed that the Prince had a new girlfriend. But, one day, Charles
and Diana were fishing down by the River Dee. Suddenly they noticed someone on
the other side of the river. It was a reporter from a newspaper looking for royal
news. Diana quickly ran to hide behind some trees. Two other photographers
hurried to the same place by the river. They were all very excited, trying to see
this new woman in Charles’ life. Diana escaped from them that day. But soon the
reporters knew her name, and it was in all the newspapers.

Now her life began to change. The public wanted to know all about her, and

*paparazzi followed her everywhere. They phoned her in the middle of the night and
waited for her outside the *Young England School. It was a very difficult time for a
shy young girl, and the Royal Family didn’t help her.

When Prince Charles finally asked her to marry him, in February 1981, she a-
greed. Charles gave her a beautiful blue ring, and they were ready now for the
photographs. But in public, they had to answer the question to some reporters for
several times, “Are you in love?”

- “Of course!” answered Diana.

But Charles was not so sure. His answer always seemed to be, “Yes — but
what does that mean?”

To the public, it was real love. It was exciting news for Britain. Here was a
fairy-tale prince and princess, bringing new colour and life into the Royal Family.

Diana now moved into Clarence House, the Queen Mother’s home, and was
safer there from the reporters. Everyone was getting ready for the wedding — over
ten thousand presents arrived for Charles and Diana!

But not everything was perfect. At the center of the fairy-tale, there was a
black shadow. Diana suddenly felt, deep inside, that she would never be Queen. She
also knew that she would have a difficult job as Charles’ wife.

This did not stop her. But, just before the wedding, she became seriously worried.
She suddenly understood that Charles’ old girlfriend, Camilla Parker-Bowles, was still
very important to him. Diana found a present from Charles to Camilla, and he often
telephoned her. Did Charles really love her, or was he still in love with Camilla?

Diana was no longer free. The happy days in her flat with her friends,  and at
work with the little children, were all gone. The ‘royal machine’ frightened her.
There were so many royal rules, and Buckingham Palace was a ‘dead’ place to
her. No one welcomed her when she arrived at Clarence House, and no one told
her how to do things.

She got thinner, and she even wanted to stop the wedding. Her sisters told her
to go on. So on 29 July 1981, Prince Charles married Lady Diana Spencer in St.
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Paul’s Cathedral, London. It was a great day for England. More than a million
people were out on the streets in the morning to wave as she went by. In Britain,
everything stopped as people switched on the television. In many houses there were
little parties as families, friends and neighbours all sat down together to enjoy
themselves. v (1015 words)

€ paparazzi: an Italian word for the reporters and photographers who fol—\
low famous people and try to sell their stories and pictures for a lot of
money to the newspapers 7 & & B\ #h1& & I

& Buckingham Palace &4 & (XEEF)

€ Young England School:Diana worked in this school to look after little
children. )

- Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes)

" Directions:  You will have 15 minutes to go over the text quickly and answer

the questions as follows.

For questions 1-7, mark

Y
N

(for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text;
(for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the text;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the text.
For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the text.

1.

10.

Prince Charles must choose a wife well because he was the future King of
Britain. (Y N NG)

Charles married Diana because he loved her when he met her at first time.

(Y N NG) '

Diana ran away when she noticed a reporter fished down by the river with
Charles. (Y N NG)

Diana’s parents were happy when they heard that she would become a
princess. (Y N NG)

The British hoped that a fairy-tale wedding would bring some changes intq
the Royal Family. (Y N NG)

Diana wanted to stop the wedding ‘and her sister supported her.

(Y N NG)
Diana became worried before the wedding because she was not sure
whether Charles loved her or not. (Y N NG)

When Diana moved into Clarence House, she was suddenly frightened by

When Diana moved in Buckingham Palace, she felt the place like

Diana couldn’t know whether Charles really loved her or not because she
noticed that Charles still kept in touch
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SKIMMING AND READING FLEXIBILITY
LRRRRE ZF

here are many kinds of reading speed, which depend on the difficulty of the
material being read as well as the student’s own reading ability and back-
ground knowledge.

In order to simplify the subject, let us state that there are three speeds. The
teacher will of course realize that there is no clear distinction between the three
different types of reading speed, but they are sepmated here so that we may study
them. >

The first reading speed we might call ‘study speed’. This is the slowest reading
speed, and it is used for difficult material. It is also used when one wishes to have a
high rate of understanding as well as good retention (igfZ). In this type of reading
the student attempts to study the material carefully so that he will not miss a single
point. He also hopes to remember the material at a large time. Unfortunately, many
students use this slow study speed when really they should be using a ‘study
technique’. Study techniques involve such things as reading the material once rapidly
then going back over it to pick up more of the details, or underling, or outlining, or
thinking of questions on the material and answering them, and so on.

The second reading speed we shall call average speed. Reading of average speed
is what a student does most of the time. Average reading speed would cover easier
text-books, novels, newspapers, and so on. It is difficult to say exactly what average
reading speed should be, but the author’s experience with courses in the United
States suggests that it should certainly bé faster than 250 words per minute, while
many students can read quite comfortably at 500 words per minute after training,
Comprehension at average speed is about 70%.

Average reading speed varies considerably from person to person and from time
to time. A good reader’s average reading speed might vary from 250 words per minute
to 500 words per minute, while a poor reader’s average reading speed might vary from
150 to 180 words per minute. Note that the poor reader’s speed has little variation;
this is one mark of a poor reader.. Variations in speed can be caused by unfamiliarity
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of the subject being read, the reader’s motive or intention in reading, and external

conditions such as noise or type-size.

Skimming is reading at the fastest speed which a person can accomplish. It is
used when a reader wishes to cover material in a hurry. It is also used when high
comprehension is not required. This does not mean that in skimming a person accepts
a ridiculously low standard of comprehension: Merely that he will accept a level of
comprehension somewhat lower than that which can be obtained at study speed or at
average reading speed.

It is difficult to say exactly how fast skimming should be, but a safe rule of
thumb is that it should be twice as fast as the fastest average reading. If, for
example, a student begins a reading course at 200 words per minute, it is reasonable
to expect that at the end of this course, if the course has been successful and the
student has tried hard, he will be reading at 400 words per minute, average speed.
Hence we expect this student’s sklmmmg to be 800 words per minute or better.

Now, in order that the student shall achieve this tremendously fast rate of skim-
ming, we must ascribe those characteristics of skimming which make it different from
average reading. In average reading the student does not skip any material; he covers
the entire amount of reading matter. This does not mean that his eyes fixate or stop
on every word, neither does it mean that he can skip any whole sentences or halves
of paragraphs. In skimming, however, it is fair to leave out material. Often a reader
will leave out half or three—quarters of a paragraph if he feels he has got the main
idea. Thus skimming differs from average reading in the fact that readers selectively
leave out chunks of material.

Skimming also differs from average reading in that the student intentionally
accepts lowered comprehension. In average reading the student attempts to get as
good comprehension as he can; this usually means 70 or 80%.

Now we come to the problem faced by the student who is about to do a skim-
ming exercise. Precisely what does the student do to get going at this extremely fast
rate? What material does he leave out?

Let us say that the student wishes to skim a factual (F£Hy) article of several
thousand words. He should first read the opening paragraph or two at his fastest
average rate. That means that he leaves out nothing, but goes at his top reading speed
of 300 or 400 words per minute. He reads the whole of the first several paragraphs in
order to get started, to get the idea of the story, the setting, a little of the author’s
style, the tone or mood, and so on. Frequently an author will give an introduction in
the first few paragraphs and this will help to give the reader an overall gestalt (52#%
45#9) of the story. But very shortly, if the student is to achieve a skimming rate of
800 words per minute or better, he must begin leaving out material. Hence, on the
third or fourth paragraph he reads only the key sentence, struggles to get the main
idea of the paragraph, and skips the second half, Perhaps he will read the key
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