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Foreword

When we enter the new century, we find ourselves in a werld where globalization has almost touched every
corner. Economy, culture, and politics have all been tainted with the color of globalization. Education, espe-
cially higher education is no exception. We can see that national education throughout the world is on the way of
globalization.

Higher education, or university education has ;a]ways been closely related to the time it is in. In the Middle
Ages, European universities take the form of “guild” where knowledge is taught, while in modern times, uni-
versities take up the obligation to cultivate all kinds of social elites. In the same light, contemporary universities
begin to get more involved in the society at a faster pace and act as a major driving force for human progress and
development. In the age of globalization, society becomes an international community, and internationalization
becomes an outstanding feature of contemporary universities.

Internationalization is the orientation for the development of Chinese higher education. It is both an oppor-
tunity and challenge. Chinese Universities have grown out of what we modeled on the West in modern times,
and only have a short history of 100 years. Due to the historical socioeconomic and cultural restrictions, the in-
ternationalization of higher education in China has not been well developed. Given the situation, only by devel-
opment with leaps and bounds can we align our universities with the world’s leading universities in its concept,
system, and organization. Essentially it requires us to participate in the internationalization of education active-
ly, by promoting international exchange and cooperation, drawing on each other’s experience, and making
progress hand in hand.

It is mainly since the Chinese reform and opening to the outside world that the international cooperation be-
tween universities in China and the world, especially the West thrives. But we still need to keep up with the lat-
est trend of development in internationa higher education, and explore the depth and width of international coop-
eration and exchange.

Considering the above mentioned, we have compiled Guide to International Higher Education and Over-
seas Studies. Besides a general analysis on international cooperation in higher education for its purpose, signifi-
cance, ways and trends, it elaborates on the cultural background of China, Europe, U.S., Japan, South Ko-
rea, and countries in Southeast Asia and compares the educational systems. For overseas studies, it provides in-
formation on the different kinds of exams that students may take, on how to prepare passport and visa documen-

tation, and recommends skills and presents samples for letter writing and application. The Guide also prepares
the reader for overseas life in general.
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The Guide is rich, authentic, and practical for reference. We sincerely hope that it will prove handy for

those aiming at the international community and pursuing overseas studies.

Editorial Group
Guide to International Higher Education and Overseas Studies
e-mail: wsp 8858@21cn. com
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