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THE SCARECROW
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Written by Ye Shengtaq (Ch.
Adapted by Qian Li
Translated by Wang Linhua
Mustrated by Yang Dalu




(1) MEFEAHMEEN, BHE. BEMm. () MEATAKT, §REABERETERIL, 2
KRB REE, FEEUEHET. AR REER 7, MERLTORK RN E,
Mk E, MRS EARILT .

In a paddy field, there stood a scarecrow made of bam- The scarecrow :vas de\foled to his duty, and stood there
boo and rice—straw, wearing a shabby basket on his head ramrod—straight every day, waving his ragged fan softly to
and holding a ragged fan in one hand. He was planted at the brush away those sparrows who came to peck at the ears of
edge of the field, where he stood day and night. . rice.
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One starlit night, while he was looking at the newly
sprouted ears of rice rustling in the wind, the scarecrow
seemed to hear the laughter of his mistress —a poor old
lady.

Just then, a grey moth flew along. She was the enemy of

the paddy. The scarecrow waved his fan to drive her off, but
the moth hovered for a moment, theén landed on a rice leaf.
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She did not leave until the stars had disappeared. The
scarecrow carefully Jooked at the rice leaves over there.
Much to his surprise, he saw that the tips of some leaves
were up. Many eggs had been left on these leaves.
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The next morning, the old lady came. As she stroked
the heavy rice ears, a smile crept over her wrinkly face. The
scarecrow was so anxious that he did his utmost to issuc a

warning by waving his fan.
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He wanted to tell her, “Mistress, don’t leave. The moth In a few days, the eggs became worms. In the still of the
has brought a source of disaster to you. Wipe them out at night, they bit and chewed at the rice leaves. Gradually, a
once!” But he could not speak. The old woman did not un- large patch of paddy was left bare. The scarecrow could do
derstand him and left. nothing. He wept for sadness.
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While he was weeping, he heard a woman's voice. Turn- The sound of a little child’s coughing and crying came
from the cabin of her boat,” Ma, I'm thirsty. I'm hungry!”
“Wait!” said the woman impatiently, “I’ll make some gruel
for you when I caught some fish. Don’t always be calling me.

ing his head, he saw a woman fishing in the river close to the
‘paddy field. She lowered the fishing net down to the bottom,

then sat waiting on the bank.
You're unsettling me”
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A long time passed. The child must have tired of crying, The scarecrow looked sadly at the poor woman. Sud--
and fallen asleep. The woman had lifted her net countless denly he heard a splash. He looked downwards. It was the
times. At last she caught a .carp about seven or eight inches carp, putting up a last—ditch struggle. “My kind friend, save
long. She put it into a bucket beside the scarecrow’s feet. me!” he begged.
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The scarecrow was very sad, but all he could do was to The carp didn’t understand what he meant. He beat his
shake his head. He said from the heart “1 would like to help tail angrily, “You only know how to shake your head. You're
you, and all people in misery. But I can’t move at all. I'm a sc cruel. Tl beg you no more!” Crying loudly, he tried his
weak and powerless man.” best to jump up again.
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Seeing the crucian carp could not understand him, the It was midnight. The scarecrow was shedding sad tears
scarecrow was greatly gricved. He looked up o the woman. when a woman in rags and with dishevelled hair came over.
She was so tired that she had fallen asleep, still holding the She stood by the river, weeping, for her gambler husband

net in her hand. “Poor woman!” he thought. wanted to sell her to pay his debts.
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“She’s going to drown herself in the river!” The scare- The scarecrow could not speak but just prayed silently
crow was shocked and anxious, and wanted to save her. He instead. All of a sudden, the woman held up her arms and
shook his fan desperately to wake the fisherwoman, but in threw herself into the water with a splash. The scarecrow

" vain. He wanted 1o shout, “Heaven, open your eyes! Help!” fainted away.
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The next morning, the dead body of the woman was The old lady also came to the river bank, to find noth-
found near the river bank. The noise awoke the ing but stalks left in the field. She stamped her foot and beat
fisherwoman. She glanced at the bucket. The carp in it was her breast in anguish, crying her eyes out. The scarecrow’s
dead. And the child in the boat had started to cry again. heart was broken. He collapsed in the field- -
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DA LIN AND XIAO LIN
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Written by Zhang Tianyi (Ch.)
Adapted by Yin Qichao
Translated by Ju Yanwei
Illustrated by Liu Gang



(2) HER. BRELET. KAH/NHGERGER
T i, ATk TR, kb bR TNk,
Ten years later, the old couple died. Respecting their

parent’s dying words Da Lin and Xiao Lin went cut {o make
a living. They got lost and began to cry.
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Once upon a time there was a very poor peasant and his
wife. When they had already forgotten how old they were,
they had two sons. Happily, they named their sons Da Lin
and Xiao Lin. '
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“How happy is the rich man,” continued Da Lin, “Poor
people have to work, have to-+ ™ “Have to what? Have to eat
you!” Suddenly, the black mountain roared like thunder,
giving both of them a scare. :
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Da Lin looked at their empty grain bag and sighed : “I'll
be a rich man one day. The rich have nice clothes to wear
and good things to eat, but have nothing to do at all.” Xiao
Lin protested: “A mun must work.”
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Da Lin thought: “We have nothing at all. So why not be
food for a monster!” But Xiao Lin said:“Let’s run away in
opposite directions. I bet he won’t catch us.”
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Suddenly the mountain stood up. No, it wasn't a moun-
tain, but a monster. His eyes were as big as gongs, shining
green. He stretched out a long arm on which grew grass to
grab Na Lin and Xiao Lin. He wanted to eat up them.
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