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Unit 1

Section A: Time-Lonscious Americans

1. Background Information

R ) SC AL 5 1 B o 755 BsF i) U A 9 25 B T et 23 B AR AR . A TRAE i 25 T T A 4 5%
B A fG B ] 2 — b 5 5 0 WE R 5 — WA G R) B, 3 B — 2ok | LAt SCAR Y S5 9 R RF I ]
BRI S BE . REZ U - A AR 50 AN [ B R >0 48 BT 455 1) S [R) 25 B, 4848 2 SCAk b 2% B0 — o R ik
M2 AT BRI T M e Z R TR BRI & E g7 M ARE LS — MU 2 & 1
B b A R SC Ak 18] A Sk s 77 7E 3 T B A A AN R B2 AS TR] SCAR 8 80T {80 F I 2% RE % 4 it A
HE MO S BEAEGE, EAAA . RAIE T RN TS, MECeEH Ui S AL
1% RE % 5 Bh Al DX — XERE

2. Summary of the Text

Americans value time highly and hate to waste time. They want every minute to count
and are in a rush. That’s why people from a different culture would not be accustomed to the
American way of treating time. Americans consider some conventions of ritual interactions in
some other cultures as a waste of time. Instead, they work out such devices as faxes, tele-
phones, and emails to save time. They also regard it as a sign of skillfulness or competence to
solve a problem, or fulfill a job successfully, with speed. Americans, so to speak, are time-

conscious, in contrast to people from some different cultures.

3. Pre-reading Activities
" ning passage(

Americans value time and save it carefully. Time is a real, precious resource to them so

every minute must count. Visitors may think Americans are always in a rush and under pres-
sure. Smiles, short conversations, and small exchanges with strangers don’t exist because
Americans dislike * wasting”.too much time. Americans assess others professionally rather
than socially, so they start talking business immediately since they are always conscious of
time. Americans work hard at saving time so they may have meetings using equipment like
television screens and telephones rather than in person. Quickly solving a problem or doing a

job successfully is a sign of skill. The more important the job, the more time and effort Amer-

icans will pour into it.
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1. (L. 2) This attitude results in a nation of people committed to researching, ...
committed: a. devoted (to a cause, one’s job, etc, ) (X E) AB THES)MER, BEM
He was fully committed to the plan. fth4 5.0 A B —H R .

F R : committed JFHHK to BAiAlL, AR AAEXMIRE.

2. (L. 3) Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully, the other being
labor.
the other being labor; Jii>7 £# 454 , i the other 43 iAl5E1E being labor B 4 FiE,

M EAR MG

D ##H/FEIFE + v -ing:

Thorpe breezed through both events, his dark hair flopping, his smile flashing, his
muscled body gliding along the track. RE B Wb M THIH LI, M R E B3,
B LINE MK REN S EITRERELCHF,

2) B ITIE + v -ed
After all, eighty was a special birthday, another decade lived or endured just as you
chose to look at it. AE/E 4,80 KFEEEIEF—M HRIET 10 4,80 F ¥
AT 10, BRERK.2ETIRELET.

3) BHE FEiE + to do sth.

Here are the first two volumes, the third one to come out next month. X JLE kB
B E=ZEHETARH.
4) BEFEIE + adj.

She told the others, and soon all of them were in it, caught up in the approach of

Brunswick, looking at the pictures Vingo showed them of his wife and three chil-
dren — the woman handsome in a plain way, the children still unformed in the
much-handled snapshot. #145iF THIABRARLMET . KR LW X EERRH
BRAERRK, MNBEEXXEAMMANILKEBR BEUEFRIAETFHIRLF —
MIRJLK i BB LB LA BE —MANEHE, B FITERERE BB
5) BB EE + adv
I went around to the front of the house, sat down on the steps, and, the erying
over, I ached. LB ETRIHE L EESM L RELUE  BREIFELR.
6) 2% ¥1iE + prep. phrase
Following them to the attic, she found a wounded Union soldier, with a rifle at his
side. HHFEFEMSHE KRBTSR KA —-L2ZHMWBEBBN TR, EMHITAKRE —X
.

3. (L. 5) “We are slaves to nothing but the clock,” it has been said.

slave to / of sth. : person whose way of life is dominated by (a habit, an interest, etc. )4

TR (B 2S5 TR, B CREFH ST 18R OB ) LR



He is a slave of drink. fih "8 N4y .
. (L. 8) Once the sands have run out of a person’s hourglass, they cannot be replaced.
hourglass; n. glass container holding fine sand that takes an hour to pass through the nar-
row gap from the upper to the lower section WK (HBIRE, N BB H L2 H4H/h2
EHRE T, T/ e ERD , B H AR 8 — R L
run out of a person’s hourglass I 4b#8 “B 6] 1818 Wik~ .
. (L. 9) We want every minute to count.
count: vi, have value, force, or importance 4. HE , BE
It is not how much you read but what you read that counts. BE Z AR E TR LD,
T TFHRER 4
. (L. 13) Racing through daytime meals is part of the pace of life in this country.
pace: n. (length of a) single step in walking or running GEE M) — &, —HWER,
(fig.) #A
He gave up his job in advertising because he couldn’t stand the pace. fj{F T &0 T
fE. B RIBEH THETERRT.
It’s important for a firm to keep pace with changes in the market. XF—/~/ &3 36, fERR
LU EARBREERN.
part of : some but not all of a thing or number of things &4
She had a miserable holiday — she was ill for part of the time. H{R HiZB B AR —
B s T — BB 6] .
. (1. 18) Don’t take it personally.
take: vt. act towards ...in a certain way AR F AN EFHE, Xin.
Let us not take anything too seriously. {1 IL(EMBFEB L T ™H,
. (L. 23) They will miss the ritual interaction that goes with a welcoming cup of tea or cof-
fee that may be a convention in their own country.
AP E—A that 51 R E BN B HHATA interaction, ZEENAFRE S - EEM
4], B — 4~ that BfHY a welcoming cup of tea or coffee,
interaction: n. [C] [UJ]communication; working together X W ; M EAEFE . M E B W, &1E
Increased interaction between different police forces would improve the rate of solving
crimes. MBREEAAZEMHELREATTLESLEEGHORE.
day-to-day interactions H # 32
convention:; n.
1) [C, U] (an example of) generally accepted practice, esp. with regard to social behav-
ior %, 3 15, %M
Using the right hand to shake hands is a convention. B FrHAFE —FBH .
2) [C] a meeting of members of a profession, political party, etc. (Flp A B BFEHD S,
K&
The Democratic and Republican parties hold conventions every four years to choose
candidates for President. REFMILMEE 4 EQZH—-KKS, BB BHEHEEA.
. (1. 27) Normally, Americans do not assess their visitors in such relaxed surroundings

over extended small talk; much less do they ...



10.

assess: vt. judge or decide the amount, value, quality or importance of {4 #, VE4T
They sent someone to assess the value of the house. {1 ffJIR A XX — 4 B #HATHEM .
much less: and even less so AL / BARHIR. AH less HEIAE little B9 LB, B E
A much, B3R E/EH . & much less 240, 8% F even less, still less &, —BWE, B E
AEREETHE 8 FICRAEERERF . 45 much less B B #KR BN GE R
A HERS SRR, VAT ERE NS IFF A, 8RBT ... do they...
X—EERE A -
EE: much less Z 5 Z AR, 0.
He could barely pay for his own meal, much less for mine. i JL % H S B@’ﬂi@iﬂﬁ'*@,
R AT T
(L. 29) Since we generally assess and probe professionally rather than socially, ...
probe:
vi. & wt.
1) examine (sth. ) closely F#, &5, WK HEE
The journalist was probing into several financial scandals. ¥4 i0¥ IEZE A JLEM &
HHE,
2) explore or examine (sth. ) with or as if with a probe (FI#E4IF BRIEM 2 KA ;IR A
He probed the mud with a stick, looking for the ring he had dropped. i i —#B# JLTE
e B 48 3 s v BT E .

D [C] &4  HBFn, BEEARKEG O —FHLAK TR
Scientists were able to get valuable information about Venus obtained by Russian
probes. FEREWHABBRBP UM RKENUB[RIBHUEXLENERFR.

2) [C] (esp. in news) complete and careful enquiry into sth. (Ju A EHE)RE,. &R,

MR E A
The police are working on a probe to find the causes of the fire. 2 IEFEX kX K H
AT EAE.

1715 ¥ #r . rather than; other than

rather than: in preference to (sb. /sth. ); instead of 5H (FE A /FHE ). A/ AR

Nuclear science should be developed to benefit the people rather than harm them, & #}

FHERMNARTAR, MARGMITHERAEE.

Rather than cause trouble, he left. it 7 0] £ F L A ES BB .

other than: (esp. after a negative ) except; different from; not (A FEHEIRZ)E) B

T ARRTF A

He never speaks to me other than to ask for something. B T HRELRTG , MBI

Ui

1 have never known him behave other than selfishly. & HAEfb—m B F 8 F,

7% . rather than £ T 5 FiEHE, M other than ZHA T &H EIEHE ., LiL & rather than,

W& other than, K5 #80] B4 i8] .31 Al CAHF to A ER . BIAK -ing B B iE 3R

&) JE AW VBE IR EE R EA T,




11. (L. 32) We produce a steady flow of labor-saving devices; we communicate . .. especially
given our traffic-filled streets.
RS EERA A, KPS A ARSI, BS54 We pro-
duce a steady flow of labor-saving devices I B AN E., &4, /18 through B
faxes, phone calls or emails R“F TR BT TR A &, rather than HiEH
T HEBRA1AE1E through personal contacts, #EFREHKEEFH which 3| —4
3 BB 4 1k 52 3B M AJ B4 personal contacts, B iE M 4] H though pleasant £ though personal
contacts are pleasant ) BRI, BT S5 H given 51 F R, B4k FR# vk 1 N m
BI85 3l 18] takes longer, I &b it 3% 43 18] given F4E 418, & R taking (sth.) into
account, FJ5 R4 1A SR 14 1%, A I AT BR that 434

¥ia] g5 /N . labor-saving; traffic-filled

labor-saving: a. designed to reduce the amount of work or effort needed to do sth, 44

TH,WEF NN, BERFTHH

. A ESF R 84218, EF AR REEAR -ing X, 3118 #-ing 5 BT &) 42 18 Z [§
FEEHEENEHIEXR, A to save labor Z & . XM
peace-loving #4314
epoch-making 1| B 4 &

e 57 RF A T A B3R TT BB R Ho ARl 26, o .
‘good-looking (a. + v. -ing) HEK
hard-working (adv. + v. -ing) THESE K

traffic-filled: a. filled with traffic 32;E TG

F: EFMRNBR, REH3AN-od BX, ERABHIHWER. .
radio-equipped (n. + v.-ed) ERZ XL BIFEHN
machine-cultivated (n. + v.-ed) PLEFH

&%,
well-known (adv. + ». -ed) EZH
fine-tuned (adv. + v.-ing) JFIEEHH

12, (L. 37) To us the impersonality of electronic communication has little or no relation to

the significance of the matter at hand.

relation: n.

1) [U] way in which one person or thing is related to another; similarity; contrast or con—.
nection between people, things, or events (ASEY S EGDBER, LB, X R
Part of your answer has no relation to the question. R ML E R EHEZE XL
RKE.

2) (pl.) links or contacts between people, groups, countries, etc. ; dealings ( A . {%k .
ERZEFDXRFR KR, XH
Relations between management and the union are rather strained. W 5 T4£M X R H
HE¥K. '

3) [C] person who is related to another, relative B, &
He had no other near relations. fth#&F HAbiE*%.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

(I.. 38) In some countries no major business is conducted without eye contact, ...
conduct ;

v,

1) carry out, direct, manage #17,18 5, S H

She was appointed to conduct the advertising campaign., TR FHEEED.
2) act as the path for (electricity, heat, etc. ) &5 (s . %)

Copper conducts electricity better than other materials do. /)5 HRE L H bR iF,
n.
[U] person’s behavior (esp. its moral element) 474, 47
The prisoner was released early because of good conduct. XMW HEZHM B IFRATTEE.
(L. 41) ... not only in this country but also — by satellite — internationally.
f1 by satellite BIHAE X4 TAE— S MR AR . B2 15 4B SCaT , 0 SR AR S 248
FAGE, A 0] AR T — A E A B A R AR A = 0k, 48 A ) X8 A R
(L. 45) ... to stop and to obtain all kinds of information.
obtain: vz. get (sth.); come to own or control (sth.) B8 ,3K78; L H|;&5)
The astronauts obtained rock samples from the moon. FEii i N A B F BB S ARA,
Where can I obtain a copy of her latest book? 7E B B 86 3C 2| b B ¥ B A 2

(L. 45) Telephones save the feet and endless amounts of time.

amount: n. quantity or sum &

& : amount 5 ARA A WEM , REA B amount A GAEELUE HIE LB . Hitn.
Large amounts of money were spent on the bridge. kXBHNESBEEXEHFLT.

(L. 46) This is due partly to the fact that the telephone service is superb here, whereas
the postal service is less efficient.

A E that 5] R FALE M A), X HATH fact B AKANFHITHEHIR.

whereas: conj. but; in contrast AT ;B E; RE

Whereas the Arctic has been exploited economically for centuries, trade never really tou-
ched Antarctic. REMRREFHFRELILMELT AR AREBIEHREX.

(AR XEFHARXCERIANMEET . MERADARCB IR .

& : whereas TSR FHGEELIE, AIFERT”; R whereas BT A H, WA[FH
“RE”, AR BHERFARM T,

superb: a. excellent; outstanding; wonderful K ;MK EEXH

The actor gave a superb performance. AN BHE AW EEIEERE.

That meal was superb. HRIRIFR T .

(L. 48) ... come from cultures where it is considered impolite to work too quickly.
A where WAJH it BIER EiF, HEE FIERFNFAER to work too quickly, JE 25 A
impolite fEE R F1E it B EFEHRIE.

will; aux. v. CGR/ARERDTEE, X2

That will be the postman at the door, 1 suppose. 48[4 0] GEZMBE 5 .

He will have got home by now. MIEMIZBNE T .

(L. 49) ... to elapse, it seems in their eyes as if the task being considered were insignifi-

cant, not worthy of proper respect.



20.

21.

22.

%] # being considered KB A4 BB S XE 2 &, R AT M & 17 the task; not
worthy of proper respect T 218 & & B ERI & , X insignificant #f7 B R,

elapse: vi. (of time) pass (¥gEFEDFE,#E

Three years have elapsed since we last met. ] PR ESE L ET 3£,

in sb.’s eyes: in the opinion of sb, ZEF AFE X, EFE AL H S

In your father’s eyes you are still a child. ZEARERBERNIENEF.

¥ in sb. 's eyes 1 eyes R RUE A HA.

(L. 50) Assignments are, consequently, felt to be given added weight by ...

mjp L. . are ... felt & feel BIBEBHIER, B R BN ee oo Y, XFPRBEEOR, X,
It was felt that she was perfectly capable of taking care of herself. Afi1IANHtSELFREN
BEsFAC.

(L. 52) ..., it is taken as a sign of skillfulness or being competent to ...
competent: a. (of people) having the necessary ability, skill, knowledge, etc. (3§ N\)FH
BB (AR PO B L, BBT 8, BAER

He’s not competent to look after young children. ¥ A F/PMEZEHNEE,
Has she a competent knowledge of French? it 348 & % &9 8: 18 &R G 7

take FiE/INGE .

take sth. / sb. as sth. / sb. ;. understand or interpret sth. in a particular way (DAF:Fp
) B 7 o

She took what he said as a compliment. HBIBfLHYIEB/ERKLE.

Will you take me as your partner? fR&ERE B AR K (K L0 2

take sth, / sb. for sth,/ sb. : suppose, assume or consider sth./ sb. to be sth./ sb.
(FOIEEF/FEALSERLMTY/ MU R

Even the experts took the painting for a genuine Van Gogh. # T RX #HA N IEEH
- BHEE,

Do you take me for a fool? #REL G IR B2

. BArE] take sth. / sb. to be ... BR“RIA R - VEIE S,

1 took you to be an honest man. BELLNIREIBEWA .
. take ... as ... BERGrer EFAEeee ” 7 take ... for ... BRRUEIEH I .0 B
HEoreens 7 Ak, take...as ... F take...for...¥yuT# K take...to be ..., ql;

The best man was wrongly taken to be the bridegroom by the photographers. #R/~& H &
RABBEREFITRANEFET.

I take him to be sincere. REM I ABEE .

(L. 53) Usually, the more important a task is, ...in order to “get it moving”.

get sth, / sb. doing (sth.): make sth. / sb. do sth. iFE# /% AMGEE)

They finally got everyone studying the subject. fLfi1BZ&iLFTH M AERET X ITEF,

His main purpose was to get the programme moving. 8 # £ B 8 £ ik it R FF 85 3
1? -l



