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Preface

The giant panda, a rare and precious species, attracts the
attention of numerous animal-loving people and researchers.
It is also deeply loved by millions of people world wide for its
unique appearance and lovely gestures. It, walking from the
remote antiquity, brings us both mysteries and surprising joys.

For many people, the giant panda is a mysterious animal.
No matter its past or present, its species features or secrets of
survival all arouse people’s curiosity and generate questions.
Whenever possible, people tend to seek answers to their
questions.

The authors have been engaged in relevant research on
giant pandas since university graduation. Over the years, we
have been working very hard to study the wild ecological
environment of pandas, breeding of pandas in captivity and
have actively participated in joint research at home and abroad.
With the accumulation of knowledge about pandas, we have
developed ourselves from enthusiastic and curious amateurs
to specialists in this field. At the same time, we gradually
uncovered the mysterious veil of the giant panda.

In daily life, we are always asked questions about giant
pandas by people from all walks of life, from primary school
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pandas. This time, we collect, sort out and provide answers
to people’s questions about giant pandas on the basis of our
own research results and references from other scholars and
researchers. We compiled 201 Questions about Giant Pandas
in the form of questions and answers and devoted it to the
public, hoping to provide a shortcut to our readers in better
understanding giant pandas.

As research in giant pandas is still going on, some of the
viewpoints and conclusions in this book may need further
improvement. We welcome and appreciate comments and
corrections from readers and colleagues wherever mistakes
or inaccuracy occur. Meanwhile, we would like to extend our
gratitude to all authors whose publications we have referred to.

Our gratitude also goes to Wolong Wildlife Conservation
Association and Wolong Giant Panda Club for their support to
this book.

The Authors
November 28, 2006

10




REEBEIAR

11



] RAEIBEARASLZEHE?
2. 4t (Ailurarctos

lufengensis) |

KEWBESHEDZVE

Rse?
. ABATHILGILRA,
G R LA 80025 7 F 490
£, 842003 7 F AT K e
AR (Aliuropoda microta,
ALY H RS KR —F
+XK3hd) e akR L
7, 607 707 F0, 5
A X R R B AT 09 K AR R BK
T A+ (Ailuropoda milanoleuea
daconi, I AREKXEERM) &
A,

ERXEBEETLEST
82
% RELLHE, EKR K
REASAR R PO LA KRB K 1/9
~1/8, ReRELA LT K
R A A,

)

Q1. Who is the direct ancestor
of giant pandas?
A1. Ailurarctos lufengensis.

Q2. How long is the history of
the giant panda?

A2. Judged from fossils so
far discovered, teeth fossil of
Ailurarctos lufengensis can
be dated back to 8 million
years ago. Aliuropoda microta,
ancient panda which is half the
size of today’s giant pandas,
lived on the planet more than 2
million years ago. Ailuropoda
milanoleuea daconi, which
belongs to the same species
of today’s giant pandas made
its first appearance 600-700
thousand years ago.

Q3. What does Ailuropoda
milanoleuea daconi look like?
A3. It is 1/9-1/8 bigger than
today’s giant pandas in size, but
other features are similar.
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Q6. What is the prime time of

aint panda family?

AB. Pleistocene (Epoch).
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Q7. Where was the fossil of
Ailuropoda milanoleuea daconi
first discovered?

A7.

in the cave sediments of the

[t was first unearthed

Pleistocene (Epoch) in Mogu,
Burma in 1915.

Q8. How

distribution area of giant panda

broad 1s the
fossils?

AS8. They were distributed from
Zhou-Kou-Dian of Beijing
in the north to the north of
Vietnam and Burma in the
south, covering all provinces in
southern China.

Q9. What are the books with
the earliest recording of giant
pandas?

A9. They are
iShangshyl
a collection of
ancient events and
“Shijing”, the earliest
poem collection. They
were written about 3,000
years ago.



Q10. When was the giant panda
called “Animal of Peace”?

A10. Giant pandas were also
called “Zouyu” in Western Jin
Dynasty more than 1,700 years
ago. It is said that they only ate
bamboo, never hunted other
wild animals for food and lived
peacefully with their neighbors.
Hence they were called “Animal

of Peace”.

Q11. What are giant pandas
called in Chinese history?

A11. They were called Pixiu in
the period of Huang Di; White-
black Beast or Iron-eating Beast
in the Warring States Period; Pi
or White leopard in the Three
Kingdoms Period; Mo, Fierce
Leopard, Mo Leopard, White
Fox, Bai and Zhiyi in Han
Dynasty; Zouyu in Western Jin
Dynasty; White Bear in Tang
Dynasty and Bai and Mengshi
Beast in Ming Dynasty.
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