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Invitations

Unit Goals

< What You Should Learn to Do < What You Should Know About

1. Making an oral invitation: 1. Invitation culture: Western and Chinese
Inviting people to join in daily activities 2. Word order in a subordinate clause
Inviting people to formal occasions

N

. Making a written invitation:
Writing an invitation card or a letter for:
personal invitation
official occasions

w

. Giving a reply to:
an oral invitation

a written invitation

| Talking Face to Face

Invitation Cards and Letters

Invitation cards are often used for inviting people. Now let’s read the following
sample cards and practice two short dialogues.

Mr. and Mrs. Wang
request the pleasure of your company
at a dinner party in celebration of Sample 1
their daughter's eighteenth birthday
Saturday, the sixth of March
at 8:00 pm
74 Salisbury Street, Beeston, Nottingham




Practical English

Dear Mr. Smith,

You are invited to attend a hike to the
Sample 2 Great Wall on Friday, November 17th. The |
coach will leave at 7 o'clock. Your family and i
friends are welcome, too.

We would feel honored if you can join us
for the wonderful trip.

Peter Chang

ga Followthe Samples

1 Inviting Friends to a Party

Wang:  Hello, William. What are you doing tomorrow
evening?

William:  Tomorrow evening? Nothing special, I was
thinking of watching TV.

Wang:  Drag yourself away from television for a
change. I'm having a few friends to have a
dinner party tomorrow to celebrate my
daughter’s birthday. How would you like to join

us?

William:  Great. That would be super. Congratulations!
Wang:  Thank you. How about eight o’clock? Is that
OK?
William:  Oh yes, fine. Would it be alright if I brought somebody with me?
Wang:  Yes, of course.
William:  OK. Fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Red wine or white?
Wang:  Um, white wine, if you feel you must bring something. But it’s not necessary.
William:  I’ll do that. Well, indeed, thank you very much for inviting me.
Wang: My pleasure.
William:  I'll be along at eight. Looking forward to it.
Wang:  Yeah, see you then.



4 Invitations

2 Declining an Invitation

Chang:  Are you doing anything special on Friday, Mr. Smith?

Smith:  Yes, Mr. Johnson and I have promised to call on some friends at the embassy.

Chang:  Oh, what a pity!

Smith: ~ What did you have in mind?

Chang:  We were thinking of asking you and Mr. Johnson to go to the Great Wall.

Smith:  I'd love to and I'm sure Mr. Johnson would, too. I wonder if we could make it some other time
if it is convenient?

Chang:  What about Saturday? But I need to alert you that the coach will leave quite early at 7 o’clock.

Smith:  I'll ask Mr. Johnson if he has any plans, but I think it’ll be all right. Suppose I give you a ring
this afternoon and let you know.

Chang:  That would be fine.

ga ActOut

Here is a group of short dialogues. Follow the examples to make more conversa-
tions with your partner.

1 Lets go swimming today.

Oh. I've no idea yet. How
about going to the
downtown pool?

Task: Suggest going skiing with

—

Ly

(Good idea. \Where do you want to go?

Okay. That's fine with me.

your friend.
~
2 A What are you doing on Saturday night? 3 A: What are you going to do this weekend, Jenny?
B: I'm not sure. Why? Cot any plans?
A: Well, | was thinking of going to a movie with B: Want to see a movie? “Ghost” is on at the
you this weekend. A Marina.
B: Sounds great. A: Yeah, why not? The early show or the late
show?
Task: Invite your friend to go to a concert on Friday - B: Let’s go to the late show, and we could do
evening. something afterward. Maybe go dancing or
hear some music.
IS

Task: Invite your friend to go to the early show of the
movie “My Fair Lady”.

B I ———

3



Practical English

4 a Would you like to go roller-skating this A

A: Well, thank goodness. It's Friday, Jean?

Saturday afternoon? B: Yes, it was a long week, Ken.

- B: Saturday afternoon? I’'m afraid | won't - A: Say, | was wondering if you would like to go
be able to. I've got to help my parents out to dinner tonight. I'd like to take you
clean up the yard. somewhere really special.

A: Maybe some other time then. B: Oh, thanks, but ... maybe some other time.

i B: That would be nice. We should try and ™ I've got so much work to do. I'll be working
do something together soon. at the office late tonight.

- Task: Decline your friend’s invitation to go dancing - Task: Decline your friend’s invitation to go out to din-

next Friday afternoon.

mm

ner.

®  Refer to the Data Bank in the Workbook for more relevant expressions.

@ PutinUse

1 Imagine you are inviting your friend Bill to a concert tonight, but he happens
to have to finish a term paper. Complete the following conversation with him

by filling out the blanks.

You: ___,Bil?
Bill:  I'm not sure. Why? v
You:  Well, if you would like to go to a concert with me?
Bil:  Tonight?(3) . Butlreally have to stay in and
You:  That's too bad.
Bill:  Itis. Going to a concert sounds like a lot more fun than writing a term paper.
You: Oh,maybe(5) . We should try and do something together soon.

Bill:  (6) . Let's talk about it together later.
You:  OK. See you later.

2 Imagine you are a friend of Jennifer’s. Tomorrow is your birthday. You are
inviting her to come to your birthday party. Fill in the blanks according to the

Chinese version provided.

You:  Jennifer, ? (TREA R L FTH A48 SI ey W D7)

Jennifer:  No, nothing special.

You: T (RARARTRB KL B R, TRELRD? )

Jennifer:  Yes, I'd love to.

You: (3)_ ? (S, TRE A AT RAIFD?)



UNITY  Invitations

Jennifer:  Oh, yes, fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Orange juice or lemonade?
You: (Fn RIR— R EHHAGE , AT E,)
Jennifer:  I'll do that. Thank you very much for inviting me.

3 Imagine you are a friend of Mary’s. You are asking her to go to a movie. Play
your role according to the clues given in the brackets.

You: (J8 3 5384~ 8 R 3T B H-4 ) » Mary? Got any plans?
Mary:  Nothing special. Why?

You:  Wantto see amovie? (2) (#iF 4> R S WM ELEKB “TBW”,)
Mary:  Yeah, why not? (3) (s & 3925 mms9.)

You: Let’s go to the early show, and we could do something afterward. (4 ) (s#ix 2= 7% 2 st e 12, )
Mary: (BT EEAALE)

You: (6) (3wt nd i Fa e AR E o)
Mary:  I'll come to your house to pick you up at six o’clock.

You: (MRS ,) See you then.

Being All Ears

(¢ Listen and Decode

1 Listen to a dialogue and decode the message by finding the correct choices
in the brackets according to what you hear.

B0V ROUBROUVEOLBROLVROLOROLVEONVEGLVNOLVEOTVEG

: :
: Mike and Claire are discussing their plans for (1) (today, tomorrow, the day after to- :
k3 morrow). Mike suggests going to the (2) (ball room, ball game, ball match), but Claire doesn’t @
: want to. Then Mike invites Claire to go (3) (skating, skiing, skidding). Claire loves this idea as :
: she hasn’t done it (4] (for a short time, for a few years, for a long time). But Claire seems to :
: remember that it’s supposed to be (very wet, quite cold, very warm) tomorrow. In that :
: case, it won’t be a good idea to go skiing. So, they (€) (agree, argue, arrange) to wait and see :
: what the weather will be like tomorrow. :
SUBEOUBEOUBEOLIBROUBEOUVEOUSROUSROUBROLUB RG]



