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Preface

Perhaps the Creator has no time to appreciate
all the beautiful scenes on the earth, hence He
concentrates the most unique work on the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau, and takes them as the most beautiful
potted landscape in His own private garden.

On the earth, no other land is so mysterious
and so intangible as Tibet. It is the liveliest museum,
whether viewed in the perspective of nature or
of humanities. Even devoting the whole of one’s
lifetime meditating, it is still hard for him or her to
understand part of its voluminous implications. The
fact that one is not able to feel this land in person is
itself a kind of blemish of life.

Located in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in the
southwest border region of China, the Tibet
Autonomous Region covers an area of over 1.2
million square kilometers, with an average altitude
of 4,000-odd meters. Of the world’s 14 mountain
peaks exceeding 8,000 meters, 11 of them are in
this region.

A region with an average altitude of above
4,000 meters reminds people of coldness,
desolation, rarefied air, altitude sickness, extreme
limft of life, and forbidden zones to mankind.
An altitude of 3,800 meters was once set by the
UNESCO as the extreme lifeline suitable for human
beings to exist.

However, it is right on this piece of land far
exceeding the altitude of extreme lifeline that the
traces of human existence could be dated back to
as early as 50,000 years ago. Though confronted
with extreme and severe challenges of nature,
people not only lived and multiplied sturdily here,
but also created resplendent civilization. On this
land, one can feel not only the majesty of gigantic
mountain ranges, the tenderness of idyllic streams
and bridges, the gentleness of growing grass and
singing birds, but also the desolation of lonely
smoke in the vast desert and setting sun above the
Yellow River as well as the profoundness of history,
vicissitudes of life, remoteness of civilization and

sacredness of religions.

Separated by the plateau and snowy
mountains, for hundreds of years, Tibet has
incurred too many misunderstandings from
people. Still, some people who have been to Tibet
also intentionally or unintentionally exaggerate
the dangerousness of their adventures, which
has virtually created a block in people’s mind —
a mental moat more insurmountable than the
Himalayas Mountains. In reality, the vastness of
Tibetan territory, the abundance of its topography,
and the diversity of its landscape, are all the time
explaining to people what breath-taking beauty
really is.

Hoh Xil (Kekexili) is described as an extremely
dangerous land in people’s fragmentary hearsay
knowledge. However, the true Hoh Xil is as
charming as its Tibetan name “a pretty girl”. Here,
instead of man-eating deserts, people will only
see crystal glittering snow mountains and glaciers,
endless expanses of plateau grassland, beautiful
lakes reflecting the blue sky and white clouds, and
those leisurely and carefree wild animals. Of course,
only brave men will be able to approach this “pretty
girl”. In particular, during wintertime, people have to
endure and fight against blustering gales and heavy
snowstorms that would often make them lose their
way.

Tibetan writer Ma Lihua described this piece of
land as follows, “For those who are coming, Tibet is
a fascinating Buddhist pure land; for those who are
staying, Tibet is a life style; and for those who are
leaving, Tibet, You, our former homeland, how many
people are lost in reverie by You! —Tibet, in its real
sense, is more of a place cherished by people in
their memory.” This is the truest portrayal of people’
s feelings toward Tibet.

To explore this wonderland, some people
spend several years trekking through it; others risk
into its untraversed hinterland again and again,
regardless of the altitude sickness. More than that,
numerous people regard it as a pure land and holy
place for their souls to be converted, and worship it
in their whole life. She is a miraculous land, the last
pure land on the earth, a place closest to the sun,
and yearning “home” of people’s souls.

Since ancient times, Tibet has been an




inseparable part of the Chinese territory. In the
early 7th century, Tang Dynasty further consolidated
its national unification and established a strong
central government. Meanwhile, King Songtsan
Gambo united most part of Tibet and set up a strong
Tubo Kingdom. In 641 AD, King Songtsan Gambo
married Princess Wencheng of Tang Dynasty,
which promoted the communication of Tibet with
the Central Plain areas politically, economically and
culturally. After Yuan Dynasty, the Tibetan political
power became a local government of the Central
Power.

Situated in the border area, Tibet is
discouraged from communication with the outside
world by its crisscrossing mountains and rivers.
The arctic-alpine natural environment hinders its
reproduction in agriculture and animal husbandry;
meanwhile, under the ruling system of “unification
of temporal and religious power” in Old Tibet, the
development in productivity and improvement in
production relations were seriously obstructed,
thus resulting in extreme deprivation of financial
resources in those past dynasties and great
dependence of the local finance on the State
revenue.

Since Yuan Dynasty, the Central Government
had never ceased its support of the Tibetan local
finance. Buddhism was enshrined and worshiped
in Yuan Dynasty. Pagpa of the Sakya Dynasty
was conferred the official title of Imperial Tutor.
The Yuan government offered funds and materials
extremely generously to monks headed by the
Tibetan Imperial Tutor. Consequently, people at
that time even protested that half of the national
revenue went to the Tubo regime. The local Sakya
government spent most of its revenues covering
the expenditure of the ruling class and building
temples. The system of horse as tribute and horse
as taxation in Ming Dynasty and the tribute & grant
system in Qing Dynasty were both indications of the
financial relationship that Tibetan local government
paid tribute to the Central Government and the
Central Government granted award and subsidy
to the Tibetan local government. However, owing
to the extravagance of the local officials and huge
religious expenses, Tibet was still stricken with

extreme backwardness and poverty for a long time.

After the peaceful liberation, financial support
to Tibet has always been an important part of
the Party’s ethnic policy by the Central People’s
Government in order to ensure the co-prosperity
and advancement of all nationalities. To fulfill
the goal, the Central Government has extended
special preferential policies in Tibet. Particularly,
after the CPC Central Committee’s third and fourth
Tibet Work Forums, more favorable financial and
taxation policies have been adopted to provide
powerful financial guarantee for accelerating the
social and economic development in Tibet. We may
say that Tibet owes its every single economic and
social progress to the vigorous support of the State
revenue.

Since its peaceful liberation, in particular, since
the establishment of the People’s Government of
Tibet Autonomous Region in 1965, Tibet has bgen
experiencing earth-shaking changes under the
brilliant leadership of the CPC and with the vigorous
support from other provinces, as well as with the
arduous efforts of people of different nationalities in
Tibet. At present, it is striving at an unprecedented
rate to make new progress in building a moderately
prosperous society in an all-round way.

Although there have been excessive
descriptions and records about Tibet, we intend,
in this book, to take a different point of view, i.e., a
financial angle‘, to provide those who long for this
old, miraculous and beautiful land, a panoramic
view of its development and progress since the
establishment of People’s Government of Tibet
Autonomous Region 40 years ago. We will
highlight its synchronized progress and harmonious
development with other parts of China politically,
economically, and culturally, and present its
magnificent mountains and rivers, local customs
and ethnic culture as well. We believe this album
will bring to you a more complete, authentic and

charming new Tibet.
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Yearning for Tibet
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This is the third pole of the Earth
The liveliest museum of natural
history and human history,

A land closest to the sun,

| And homeland lingering in

people’s dream.
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Approaching Tibet
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Road to Tibet is called
“Road to Heaven”, perhaps
because most of the roads
to Tibet have the highest
altitude and are closest
to the sky. Walking on the
heavenly road, one can feel
the soul purified.
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Colorful Tibet
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The sky is crystal-clear, the
clouds and snow mountains
are purely white, and the
deep green grassland and
forests are decorated with
colourful flowers. What
is more fascinating is its
diversified cultural heritage.
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Sunny Tibet
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As a land closest to the
sun Tibet can receive the
most sunshine. Although it
is far away from the interior
of China, it still enjoys the
sunshine of public financing.
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Happy Tibet
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After its peaceful liberation
in 1951, Tibet has opened a
brand-new page in its social
development. This land is
becoming more and more
beautiful.
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