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A Brief Introduction

This book puts Xu Guangqi (1562—1633) of the
late Ming Dynasty into the historical inexorable trend
transforming from Chinese traditional civilization to the
Modern civilization for the observation and evaluation.
The time he lived was not only at the eve of “the Sky
Crashed and the Earth Cracked” which showed the sign
of shaking and corrupting, but also in “Reviewing the
past in order to Make Changes for the New Age” which
manifested a split of plurality. Xu was not only a tradi-
tional Confucian who lost but fought repeatedly in the
corrupt imperial examination, but also a pioneer of advo-
cating the modern scientific thinking. He was not only
the imperial official who was cultivated in the ideology of
Yao, Shun, Confucius, Mencius, Chen Yi, Chen Hao,
Zhu Xi, Lu Xiangshan and Wang Yangming, but also the
Christian who tried to perfect Confucianism and change
Buddhism with the Catholic theology. He drew a great
blueprint of integrating Chinese with the West in order to
get triumph, however, he could not break the network of
the old world system. He was not only an incorruptible
man of noble morality, but also a politic official of politic
wisdom. In short, the ideas of Xu Guanggqi had the lead-
ing capacity of gestating the modern civilization, at the
same time with the nature of lag bounded by the tradi-
tional force, Hence, Xu Guangqi was an ideal figure who
had established theory, achieved merits and virtues for
the traditional society, however, he was a tragedy person
who felt depressed and sad for the traditional society.
Nevertheless, suppose the modern embryo of Xu
Guangqi’s thinking.could grow and develop at that time,
then, the Chinese modern society and thinking history
would have another direction,



