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Abstract

In 2006, the Middle East situation continued to be turbulent. After Hamas won
the election of the Palestinian Legislation Council, the Palestinian-Israeli relations went
into deadlock and witnessed military clashes between Fatah and Hamas. A war broke out
between Isracl and Hezbollah in Lebanon. Since the National Congress election and the
formation of the new cabinet, improved security situation did not occur in Iraq.
Religious clashes aggravated and the country was at the edge of civil war. The Iranian
nuclear issue gradually escalated and the UN passed a resolution boycotting Iran.

Generally speaking, the political situation in Africa tended to be stabilized. The
multi-party political system continued to be tested by elections and make progress. The
hot spot issues were cooling down while the Darfur issue was relaxing. However, a new
conflict broke out between Ethiopia and Somalia. The powers kept attaching importance
to Africa. The United States was intended to strengthen the anti-terrorist war and its
military presence in Africa while European Union published the Paper of African
Strategy interpreting the European Union’s strategic framework vis a vis to Africa in a
comprehensive way. Japan was intended to run for the permanent membership of the
Security Council and seek support of the African countries. Chinese government
published the White Paper on African Strategy, held the Beijing Summit at the China-
Africa Cooperation Forum, established China-Africa New Strategic Partnership and
therefore promoted the friendly cooperation relations to a new stage.

The Middle East countries maintained a moderate economic growth in general.
With the high prices of oil and other primitive products, macro-economic and structural
adjustment, the rapid growth of trade values, the significant inflow of foreign direct
investment and foreign assistance, as well as the reduction of African conflicts, the
economic growth enjoyed favorable conditions. However, inflation tended to resurge in

several countries.
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