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| . A General Survey

1. The Official Name, the National Flag and
the National Anthem

The Official Name

Where does “New Zealand”, this official name of the nation
originate? And what is its implied meaning?

According to the now available historical documents, about
1,000 years ago, the Maori people drifted across the seas in their
canoes from Samoa and Cook Isles on the Pacific towards New
Zealand, looking for a new land. When they arrived, they didn’t
know the name of this land. On seeing the mountain peaks in the
dense fog, they could not help crying out, “ Aotearoa”. It means
“ Land of the Long White Cloud” in English. As time passes,
Aotearoa has become New Zealand’s Maori name.

“New Zealand” is a name made by the Europeans. It is noted
that the first European who discovered New Zealand Isles is the great
explorer Abel Tasman of Holland, who found New Zealand Isles in
1642. At that time, he thought New Zealand Isles was similar to the
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place of Zealand in Holland, so, to honor Zealand, and also to make
a distinction, a word “new” was added before Zealand. That’s how
the name “New Zealand” comes into being. And this name is used up

till now.
The National Flag

The New Zealand Flag is the symbol of the realm government and
people of New Zealand. Its blue background which is reminiscent of
the blue sea and clear sky surrounding the country. The cross in the
top-left corner is a Union Jack. This is here because New Zealand
used to be a colony of Great Britain. The stars of the Southern Cross
emphasize this country’s location in the South Pacific Ocean.

The current flag first came into use around 1900, and was made
the official flag of the country in 1902, replacing the Union Jack.

The New Zealand Flag may be flown on any day of the year. It is
particularly appropriate to fly it on days of national commemoration

and on other important occasions.
The National Anthem

In general, one country has only one national anthem, but New
Zealand holds a rare position in the world in that it has two national
anthems of equal standing — God Defend New Zealand and God Save
the Queen.

New Zealand government holds great celebration on their National
Day every year. At the beginning of the ceremony, all the people at
present stand up and sing their national anthem God Defend New
Zealand, for National Day celebration is an important and solemn
occasion. On some other official occasions, New Zealanders also
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prefer God Defend New Zealand to God Save the Queen. When the
Queen or other royal family members visit New Zealand, of course God
Save the Queen can be heard.

There are five parts in God Defend New Zealand. The beginning
and the final parts are as follows;

God of Nations at thy feet,

In the bonds of love we meet,

Hear our voices, we entreat,

God defend our free land.

Guard Pacific s triple star

From the shafts of strife and war,

Make her praises heard afar,

God defend New Zealand.

May our mountains ever be

Freedom s ramparts on the sea,

Make us faithful unto Thee,

God defend our free land.

Guide her in the nation’s van,

Preaching love and truth to man,

Working out Thy glorious plan,

God defend New Zealand.

2. Location and Climate

Location

New Zealand is an island country in the Pacific Ocean in the

Southern Hemisphere. New Zealand consists of two large islands,
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