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Prewriting Strategies

Sectien I Writing and Prewriting

(E) The Importance of Writing

Writing in general is one of the most important forms of communication. Written
texts tell people about the past, which helps better deal with the present, and with the
development in communications, and writing plays a crucial role in shaping the future
society as well.

For English learners, writing skills are both critical to academic success and
securing a job. When studying in universities, you probably have to take lots of written
examinations in which you are either required to answer questions or write papers. You
can only raise your grades on those exams by employing the principles of good writing.
Maybe some of you want to further your study overseas after graduation; in this case,
you have to write a personal statement which gives the briefing of your academic
performances. Maybe some of you want to find a job, and then you need to draft your
resume introducing yourself to the potential employer. If you can write well, certainly
you will stand out among a great number of candidates or job applicants. Even after
you get the job, your work may involve a great deal of paper work, such as scratching
a memo or writing a report. So writing skills can be the key to great academic
achievement and success in business.

No one can deny the importance of writing; however, writing proves to be one of
the most difficult skills to master because it is the product of critical thinking. Writing
in English becomes even more challenging because you need to express the carefully
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sort-out ideas in a language which is quite different from your mother tongue. But
don’t be afraid. The fact that there are so many experienced non-native writers
indicates that writing can be learned and mastered with effort.

@ The Difference Between Writing and Speaking

Both speaking and writing are output communicative language skills. Generally
speaking , spoken English differs from written English in that the former is informal and
the latter is formal.

For a detailed comparison between speaking and writing, please refer to the chart

below.

\,Nriting Speaking
Writing is more standardized, | Speaking is more various with the use
Stan ization following the rigid rules of'gramma.r ot: slang. and the speaker' may spea?k
and sentence structures, using more | with dialects representing certain
formal vocabulary. regions.
Characteristics | Writers use more complex sentence | Speakers use simpler sentences, and
in Vocabulary | structures and a large range of | sometimes even repeat themselves to
and Syntax vocabulary to convey ideas. ease communication.
Writers only rely on words to send | Speakers can use their voices and
Ways of messages to readers. non-verbal ways like gestures, facial
Communication expressions and so on to express their
ideas.
Writing is a process. Writers can plan | Speaking is usually a spontaneous and
Process first and polish their writings time and | unplanned activity.
again through revising and editing.
Writers cannot get the prompt and | Speakers can receive the response
direct response from the readers. | from the audience right away, so that
Audience Writing is often a solitary process. they can change their speech by
estimating the verbal and non-verbal
reactions of the audience.

@ The Process of Writing

When talking about the differences between speaking and writing, we say that

<D




m ¢ Chapter One  Prewriting Strategies ®

writing is a process. Then what are the stages students need to go through when
writing? Basically there are five stages, namely prewriting, drafting, revising, editing
and publishing.

Prewriting is the stage of generating and gathering ideas. Drafting means putting
down ideas into form. Revising and editing refer to the polishing of the first draft.
Revising focuses on the ideas and structures of the essay; while editing concentrates on
the accuracy and appropriateness of the language. The last stage is getting the final
draft published in different ways, such as submitting to the teacher, sharing it with
one’s classmates and so on. Most of the students need to go through this process in
writing, but this is definitely not a sequential process. In other words, you may find
some stages are overlapping. For example, when you revise your essay, you may
notice a spelling mistake and then correct it. In this case, you are doing revising and
editing at the same time.

Of the five stages, prewriting is the first stage, also the most important stage.
Students often complain that they have no idea of what to write about after they get the
assigned topic. Everything is hard at the beginning; the same is true for writing. Only
after careful planning and time-consuming research, can you become confident about
the topic you are going to deal with. In the next section, seven prewriting strategies
will be introduced to help you build up the confidence in writing and walk the first step

in writing.

Ssction I Prewriting Techniques

@] Introduction

For most of the beginners, the moment they get the assignment from the teacher
means the most challenging part of writing. Staring at a piece of blank paper, they are
at a loss of what to write about. Fortunately, you can solve the problem by doing some
prewriting activities.

Prewriting is the stage where students gather as many ideas as possible for writing.
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