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Apr. Ist The Tricksters
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Apr. 2nd Fed-Up in Rome
4AF3H RAREBEIECHE
Apr. 3rd The Swedish Nightingale Meets Barnum
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Apr. 4th Nettles Instead of Roses
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Apr. 5th  Footloose in Paris
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Apr. }1th The Texan
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Apr. 12th A Dangerous Detour
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Apr. 13th The Ili-Tempered Accompanist
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48525 H fRILIRE

Apr. 25th  Overwhelmed in London
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Apr. 26th The Loner
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Apr. 27th Dangerous Peace
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Apr. 28th The Power Struggle
4A29H BUFRET
Apr. 29th Pay Up!
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Apr. 30th Liszt Plays Grieg -

HH May

SATH RUBHABRA

May 1st The Cold-Hearted Duchess
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May 9th Only You
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May 10th Offenbach's Short Comeback
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SAI2H EXRHRIENESR
May 12th The Unlikely Ally
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May 31st Stravinsky Cheated
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Jun. 4th Paganini's Gratitude
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Jun. 5th  That Useless Company
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Jun. 8th Favors
6BA% R RREAMOLBRT

Jun. 9th Elgar's Unfinished Plan
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Jun. 10th Chemistry versus Opera
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Jun. 11th More Than You Deserve
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Jun. 12th The Rhapsody That Wouldn't Let Go
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Jun. 19th A Dangerous Homecoming
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Jun. 20th Too Political
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Jun. 21st Saved By a Button
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Jun. 25th Scottish Novel, Italian Opera
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Jun. 27th The Gamble
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Jun. 28th Always the Critic
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Jun. 29th Villa-Lobos Plays the Guitar for Segovia
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Jun. 30th The Unexpected Debut
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Fhe Spcess to CElaiie Musie

April 1st

The Tricksters

Niccolo Paganini was the most famous violinist in Europe. He was aiso
more versatile than anyone would have guessed — at work and play.

Gioacchino Rossini was at his wits' end. The conductor of his new opera
Mametto the Second had died suddenly, and in the entire city of Rome there
was no suitable substitute to be found. Paganini offered his services and
conducted the rehearsal and the first two performances with such panache
that the performers were dazzled. And that wasn't all. A horn player with a
particularly difficult solo had taken ill at the last minute. Paganini played his
part on the viola while continuing to lead the orchestra.

Shortly afterward, toward the end of carnival season, Paganini post-
poned one of his own concerts for one day. The only explanation — "ex-
traordinary circumstances.” The circumstances being that Paganini wanted
to take the night off to have a little fun. He and Rossini and two singer
friends dressed up in the costumes of blind street musicians. The rotund
Rossini wrapped himself in such thick folds of material that he looked like an
elephant. The thin and ghostlike Paganini squeezed into clinging feminine
clothing that made him appear downright supernatural.

Clowning and singing and presumably armed with a fiddle and a guitar,
made their way along palace-lined thoroughfares bedecked in flowers and
brocade, clowning and singing. Several times they were invited to sing in
upper crust homes, and apparently none of their highborn hosts knew that
their entertainment was coming from the greatest violinist and the greatest

opera composer in Europe.
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# 7ML Hector Berlioz (1803 ~1869)
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The SApcess to Chassve Music

April 2nd
Fed-Up in Rome

Love, politics, and music. In April 1831 Hector Berlioz was in Florerioe,
Italy, and he was disgusted with all three. He wrote to a friend:

You speak to me of music and of love! What do you have in mind? I don't
understand. Is there something on earth called music and love? I thought
I'd heard those ill-omened words in a dream. You are doomed to misery if
you believe in them. As for me, I no longer believe in anything.

I wanted to travel to Calabria or Sicily and join the band of some robber
chieftain, even as a simple brigand. Then at least I should have witnessed
some magnificent crimes, thefts, assassinations, rapes, and burnings instead
of all these petty, shameful crimes, these acts of feeble treachery, which are
a sickness to-one's soul...

What else can I tell you? About Rome? Well, nobody was killed. Only the
brave Trasteverini who wanted to slit all our throats and set fire to the
Academie on the ground because we were in league with the revolutionar-
ies to expel the Pope. We had no such idea. The Pope was quite safe from us!
He looks too good for any man to want to upset him. Even so, Horace Vernet
armed us all, and if the Trasteverini had come they'd have had a warm
reception. They didn't even try and set fire to the old academic barracks!
Imbeciles! Who knows, perhaps I might have given them a hand?...

What else? Ah yes. Here in Florence during my first visit I saw an opera
on Romeo and Juliet by a little good-for-nothing named Bellini...And
Shakespeare's ghost did not arrive to exterminate this whipper-snapper!
The dead don't return!

There was a miserable eunuch called Pacini who had written a Vestale.
I had just enough strength left after Act One to escape. [ pinched myself on

the way out to see if it was really me —and it was...
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