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A
a. What is the main idea (subject) of this passage ?
b. What does this passage mainly ( primarily)concern ?
c. The main theme of this passage is ___.
d. The main point of the passage is
e. Which of the following is the best title for the passage ?

f. The title that best expresses the theme of the passage is
g. On which of the following subjects would the passage most likely be found in a textbook ?

h. Which of the following best describes the passage as a whole ?

i. The purpose of the writer in writing this passage ____.

Jj- The author writes this passage to,
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Most episodes of absent ~ mindedness—forgetting where you left something or wondering why you just entered

a room—are caused by a simple lack of attention, says Schacter. " Youte supposed to remember something, but

you havent encoded it deeply. "



Encoding, Schacter explains, is a special way of paying attention to an event that has a major impact on recall-
ing it later. Failure to encode properly can create annoying situations. If you put your mobile phone in a pocket, for
example, and dont pay attention to what you did because youte involved in a conversation, youll probably forget
that the phone is in the jacket now hanging in your wardrobe( #&#E). " Your memory itself isnt failing you, " says
Schacter. " Rather, you didnt give your memory system the information it needed. #

Lack of interest can also lead to absent — mindedness. " A man who can recite sports statistics from 30 years
ago," say Zelinski, "may not remember to drop a letter in the mailbox. " Women have slightly better memories
than men, possibly because they pay more attention to their environment, and memory relies on just that.

Visual cues can help prevent absent — mindedness, says Schacter. " But be sure the cue is clear and availa-
ble," he cautions. If you want to remember to take a medication (Z§4) with lunch, put the pill bottle on the
kitchen table—dont leave it in the medicine chest and write yourself a note that you keep in a pocket.

Another common episode of absent — mindedness: walking into a room and wondering why youte there. Most
likely, you were thinking about something else. " Everyone does this from time to time," says Zelinski. The best
thing to do is to return to where you were before entering the room, and youll likely remember.

30. What is the passage mainly about?
A) The process of gradual memory loss. B) The causes of absent — mindedness.

C) The impact of the environment on memory. D) A way of encoding and recalling.
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It is hard to track the blue whale, the oceans largest creature, which has almost been killed off by commercial
whaling and is now listed as an endangered species. Attaching radio devices to it is difficult, and visual sightings

failure to

are too unreliable to give real insight into its behavior.

So biologists were delighted early this year when, with the help of the Navy, they were able to track a particu-
lar blue whale for 43 days, monitoring its sounds. This was possible because of the Navy$s formerly top — secret sys-
tem of underwater listening devices spanning the oceans.

Tracking whales is but one example of an exciting new world just opening to civilian scientists after the cold
war as the Navy starts to share and partly uncover its global network of underwater listening system built over the
decades to track the ships of potential enemies.

Earth scientists announced at a news conference recently that they had used the system for closely monitoring a
deep — sea volcanic eruption (J#%) for the first time and that they plan similar studies.

Other scientists have proposed to use the network for tracking ocean currents and measuring changes in ocean
and global temperatures.

The speed of sound in water is roughly one mile a second — slower than through land but faster than through
air. What is most important, different layers of ocean water can act as channels for sounds, focusing them in the
same way a stethoscope (WT12%%) does when it carries faint noises from a patients chest to a doctor$ ear. This fo-
cusing is the main reason that even relatively weak sounds in the ocean, especially low — frequency ones, can often
travel thousands of miles.

31. The passage is chiefly about
A) an effort to protect an endangered marine species

B) the civilian use of a military detection system \




C) the exposure of a U.S. Navy top — secret weapon
D) a new way to look into the behavior of blue whales
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Americans are proud of their variety and individuality, yet they love and respect few things more than a uni-

form, whether it is the uniform of an elevator operator or the uniform of a five ~ star general. Why are uniforms so

popular in the United States?

Among the arguments for uniforms, one of the first is that in the eyes of most people they look more profession-
al than civilian (' #£/#)) clothes. People have become conditioned to expect superior quality from a man who
wears a uniform. The television repairman who wears a uniform tends to inspire more trust than one who appears in
civilian clothes. Faith in the skill of a garage mechanic is increased by a uniform. What easier way is there for a
nurse, a policeman, a barber, or a waiter to lose professional identity( £47}) than to step out of uniform?

Uniforms also have many practical benefits. They save on other clothes. They save on laundry bills. They are
tax ~ deductible( AJJBLAY). They are often more comfortable and more duraple than civilian clothes.

Primary among the arguments against uniforms is their lack of variety and the consequent loss of individuality
experienced by people who must wear them. Though there are many types of uniforms, the wearer of any particular
type is generally stuck with it, without change, until retirement. When people look alike, they tend to think,
spesk, and act similarly, on the job at least.

Uniforms also give rise to some practical problems. Though they are long - lasting, often their ipitial expense
is greater than the cost of civilian clothes. Some uniforms are also expensive to maintain, requiring professional dry
cleaning rather than the home laundering possible with many types of civilian clothes.

65. The best title for this passage would be
A) Uniforms and Society B) The Importance of Wearing a Uniform
C) Practical Benefits of Wearing a Uniform D) Advantages and Disadvantages of Uniforms

AXRIVERBIC, BRI RH =AY, BB EE uniform, AT RIMEE, SBME — 4%
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Sport is not only physically challenging, but it can also be mentally challenging. Criticism from coaches, par-
ents, and other teammates, as well as pressure to win can create an excessive amount of anxiety or stress for young

athletes(3Z231 51 ). Stress can be physical, emotional, or psychological and research has indicated that it can lead

to burnout. Burnout has been described as dropping or quitting of an activity that was at one time enjoyable.

The early years of development are critical years for learning about oneself. The sport setting is one where val-
uable experiences can take place. Young athletes can, for example, learn how to cooperate with others, make
friends, and gain other social skills that will be used throughout their lives. Coaches and parents should be aware,
at all times, that their feedback to youngsters can greatly affect their children. Youngsters may take their parents”
and coaches”criticisms to heart and find a flaw (#F5) in themselves.

Coaches and parents should also be cautious that youth sport participation does not become work for children.

The outcome of the game should not be more important than the process of learning the sport and other life lessons.



re—————

In today$ youth sport setting, young athletes may be worrying more about who will win instead of enjoying them-

selves and the sport. Following a game, many parents and coaches focus on the outcome and find fault with young-
sters” performances. Positive reinforcement should be provided regardless of the outcome. Research indicates that
positive reinforcement motivates and has a greater effect on learning than criticism. Again, criticism can create high
levels of stress, which can lead to burnout.
65. The authors purpose in writing the passage is ;

A) to teach young athletes how to avoid burnout

B) to persuade young children not to worry about criticism

C) to stress the importance of positive reinforcement to children

D) to discuss the skill of combining criticism with encouragement
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. The author implies that

a
b. It can be easily guessed that
c

. The author seems to be in favor of (against)

d. We can infer( assume) that
e. We can learn from the passage that
f. It can be concluded from the passage that s
g. Which of the following can (not) be inferred from the passage?

h. What does the article ( passage) say about ?

i. The passage suggests that

j. The author may probably agree with (support)
k. An inference which may ( not) be made from the passage is

1. From the last sentence we guess that

m. It can be concluded that ‘

(1) $E RS BE GBS AU BT Ao HE 2R .
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cal(#£1FAY) , compromising(ITHE) , indifference( BEARX.LEH), ete.
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Some pessimistic experts feel that the automobile is bound to fall into disuse. They see a day in the not - too ~
distant future when all autos will be abandoned and allowed to rust. Other authorities, however, think the auto is
here to stay. They hold that the car will remain a leading means of urban travel in the foreseeable future.

The motorcar will undoubtedly change significantly over the next 30 years. It should become smaller, safer,
and more economical, and should not be powered by the gasoline engine. The car of the future should be far more

pollution — free than present types.

Regardless of its power source, the auto in the future will still be the main problem in urban traffic congestion
($#HHF). One proposed solution to this problem is the automated highway system.

When the auto enters the highway system, a retractable (A {#145#9) arm will drop from the auto and make
contact with a rail, which is similar to those powering subway trains electrically. Once attached to the rail, the car
will become electrically powered from the system, and control of the vehicle will pass to a central computer. The
computer will then monitor all of the cars movements.

The driver will use a telephone to dial instructions about his destination into the system. The computer will
calculate the best route, and reserve space for the car all the way to the correct exit from the highway. The driver
will then be free to relax and wait for the buzzer ( #MY 2% ) that will warn him of his coming exit. It is estimated
that an automated highway will be able to handle 10,000 vehicles per hour, compared with the 1,500 to 2,000 ve-
hicles that can be carried by a present - day highway.

25. What is the author$ attitude toward the future of autos?

A) Enthusiastic B) Pessimistic C) Optimistic D) Cautious
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Many a young person tells me he wants to be a writer. I always encourage such people, but I also explain that

theres a big difference between " being a writer" and writing, In most cases these individuals are dreaming of

wealth and fame, not the long hours alone at a typewriter. " Youve got to want to write, " I say to them, " not want
" to be a writer". The reality is that writing is a lonely, private and poor - paying affair. For every writer kissed by
fortune there are thousands more whose longing is never rewarded. When I left a 20 — year career in the U. S. Coast
Guard to become a freelance writer, I had no prospects at all . What I did have was a friend who found me my room
in a New York apartment building. It didnt even matter that it was cold and had no bathroom. I immediately bought
a used manual typewriter and felt like a genuine writer. After a year or so, however, 1 still hadnt gotten a break
and began to doubt myself. It was so hard to sell a story that barely made enough to eat. But I knew I wanted to
write, I had dreamed about it for years. I wasnt going to be one of those people who die wondering, What if? I

would keep putting my dream to the test—even though it meant living with uncertainty and fear of failure. This is



