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Preface

China is a great country with a long history of an ancient civilization covering vast areas of
land and having numerous lakes and rivers,18 000 km coastline and more than 6 000 islands as
well. Through out a prolonged practical process of marine navigation, the Chinese people of all na-
tionalities with ardent love their motherland and return good for good — neighborliness, created a
glorious Chinese maritime civilization which was turned into the precious wealth of Chinese nation
and entire mankind. It is indispensable for China in the peaceful development new century to in-
herit and develop the Chinese outstanding culture, to effectively promote the whole nations mari-
time consciousness, advance Chinese marine transport continuous growth and build China into a
strong modern maritime country, following the road of resources — saving and environment — friend-
ly communications and transport developments.

State leaders of new China have repeatedly emphasized: we should inherit civilization, edu-
cate people to learn from history and the experience of CPC, create and bring forth new ideas.
What we have done today will be the history of tomorrow, and being adept at studying history is a
far — reaching sagacity. The Ministry of Communications commissioned Dalian Maritime University
to carry out a research program in basic literature on Chinese history of marine navigation, which
will last six to eight years, planing to edit and publish “The Compilation of Basic Literature of
Chinese History of Marine Navigation” , which will remain a treasured national heritage to our fu-
ture generations in recognizing the course of Chinese maritime developments, and it is also an a-
chievement which will be of benefit and inspiration to future generations.

Making a good job in editing and publishing “The Compilation of Basic Literature of the Chi-
nese History of Marine Navigation” is a scientific research program that bisects many broad fields
and thus faces and provides a variety of challenges. It needs full cooperation and concrete support
from many departments, enterprises and public institutions. It also needs the participation and as-
sistance of many departments and experts in various walks of life. I genuinely hope that through
our sustained effort, this vital task will be smoothly accomplished on schedule.

Taking advantage of the publication of the first volume, “The Volume of Official History
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Books” of the compilation, I would like to take this opportunity to express my congratulations and
highest consideration to the individuals and institutions that have participated in and supported the
edition and publication of this volume and the follow — ups. “The Volume of Official History
Books” compiles, in different categories, the activities, events, characters related to marine navi-
gation, regions of exploration, crafts used, maritime administrative structure and policies as well
from “Historical Records” to “the Draft History of Qing” in Twenty — Four Histories plus the Draft
History of Qing. Through these valuable historical materials, we are deeply affected by the rich
and time — honored Chinese maritime culture. Recalling the past illustrious Chinese history of ma-
rine navigation is conducive to carrying forward the spirit of ardent love for our country and scien-
tific navigation, and this certainly shall encourage the vast workers and staff members of the com-
munications and transport industry to strive for realizing the objective of building China into a

strong maritime country.

Minister of the Ministry of Communications Li Shenglin
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