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Abstract iii

Abstract

Forest plays an important role in the evolution of ecosystems and the
development of human civilization. Deforestation has not only destroyed the
ecological environment that humankind has to depend upon, but has also
undermined and interrupted human development. Prior inquiries into deforestation
in the Philippines have primarily been authored from the perspectives of a number
of subdisciplines. This thesis developed through a systematic analysis of data
from an environmental history perspective and argues that a one-sided strategy of
development led to deforestation in the Philippines.

Although timber companies and upland farmers were the direct practitioners
of deforestation in the Philippines, they were not the main factors in the resulting
deforestation. The primary cause was in fact the one-sided ‘“growth-answers-
everything” strategy of economic development that dictated the removal of trees
and the development of swidden and prominent agricultural societies. As an
integral part of this economic strategy, forest policy was formulated in accordance
with modern forestry and with an emphasis on maximizing productivity. The
implementation of forest policy was distorted in the circumstance of a traditional
patron-client relationship. Both the weak state and society coupled with market
and government failures characterized the practice of “Crony Capitalism” in the

postwar Philippines. At this point in time, the Philippines must rethink its



development strategy.

The consequences of deforestation are widespread and reverberate throughout
the globe. With the decline of forests, the stagnation of economic development,
and the shift of focus regarding forestry from economic value to a mixture of
economic, aesthetic, and social values, the Philippines launched programs urging
forest conservation and reforestation. However, despite these efforts, they were
not able to reconstruct the forest environment in the Philippines. Theoretically the
forest is renewable; however this is not the case in the socioeconomic structure of
the Philippines. In order to bring the environment and human development into
perfect harmony, the Philippines must abandon its former development strategy
and push forward the ideals of sustainable development.

As a country poor in forest resources, China could draw a lesson from
deforestation in the Philippines. This study makes it clear that the anthropogenic
history is neither complete nor reasonable. A new history must be written in the
framework of the new historiography that adopts the recent thinking of
environmental history. This kind of history will be described in four contexts,

specifically in the local, national, regional, and global contexts.
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