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EEZINEFAFZEARYE (David and Alfred Smart Gallery, University of Chicago )
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Preface

The book Chinese figure of Buddha of past
dynasties with inscription,which I compiled about
ten years ago collected a representative collec-
tion of more than 300 pieces of Buddhist sculp-
ture Chinese and abroad. It could be said the
book met an urgent request of people at that time
to a certain extent.

The pictures in that book, published in
black and white are only a small part of the
collection of Chinese Buddhist sculptures and
even three or four pieces of fakes were collected
in them.It brings me some uneasiness every time
I think of it.

In these years, I have been visiting many
museums abroad and collecting lots of pictures
of Chinese Buddhist sculpture. Many of them are
wonderfully done and have a great meaning in
the art of Chinese Buddhist sculpture. I always
feel it necessary to introduce them to Chinese
collectors and specialists. So I compile the pic-
tures collected these years in this book, desiring
to express my obligation to my readers and make

it easy to be looked up by specialists.

The book comprises Chinese Buddhist
sculptures abroad and in Hongkong and Taiwan.
Classified according to material, the pictures are
arranged in history sequence and their Buddhist
name.

Indicated with dynasty, material, size and
collected place, I do my possible to gather the
inscription of Buddhist sculptures presented in
this book. Despite all the effort, some descrip-
tions of works are still unclear.

As a matter of fact, some famous pieces of
Chinese Buddhist sculptures in museums abroad
are fakes. In order to notice this, I also collect
them in the book with explaining of my opinion.
Many pictures were taken in a hurry when I
visited the museums and I’ m not satisfied with
them. So I have to refer to some English and
Japanese books with a list of reference book at
the end.

It is a pity that the Buddhist sculptures of
Tibetan system are not collected in the book
though many of them were excellently done. I
expect they will be cleared up and published in

the near future.

Jin Shen

Jun,2005 in Jie Zi Room of western Beijing
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