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Dear students,

We are very glad that you are using Experiencing Chinese Writing Course. No matter whether
you love or hate writing, we sincerely hope that you will make big progress in your Chinese
writing and enjoy your writing experience using this textbook.

Perhaps you think speaking is more important than writing. However, if you do not learn how
to write, it will be hard to improve your Chinese beyond a certain degree. That is to say, learning
writing plays a positive role in improving Chinese communicative skills and is even helpful for
improving your oral communication.

We believe that the best way to study Chinese is learning by doing, learning by using the
language. For this purpose, we have prepared a number of meaningful activities for you and your
classmates to complete using Chinese. During this course you will experience the pleasure of
using Chinese, and at the same time improve your Chinese writing skills. In each lesson we have
included several sections. Each section is like a step. After finishing each lesson, you will have
stepped up to a new level, and you will experience success and enjoyment in the course of continuous
improvements.

Experiencing Chinese Writing Course is different from other textbooks. It requires your active
participation in activities, not passive listening. You will become more and more confident through
these activities, because you will find your writing skills to be far better than you thought.

In using the textbook, you should pay attention to the following:

1. Get along with your classmates.

2. When you have questions or ideas in class, speak out bravely and discuss with your
classmates.

3. Do not be afraid of writing Chinese characters. You can write Pinyin first instead of
characters, and then look the words up in a dictionary or ask your teacher and classmates.

4. You will complete writing tasks and revise paragraphs together with your classmates.
Thus, do not be afraid of letting others see your paragraph. You can learn from and help each other.

5. Practice writing in every lesson and do not give up halfway. You will find your Chinese
writing has made great progress after a period of time.

We earnestly hope that you will enjoy writing in Chinese.

Authors
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Introduction

Objectives :
The basic objective at the beginning level is to help learners transfer learned Chinese characters,

| grammar, and vocabulary into writing, and gradually train them for expressive writing, in order to
improve narrative and explanative skills, and lay a firm foundation for argumentative skills.

Target Learners

Beginning 1 is corresponding to, and suitable for beginners of Chinese language learners.

Contents

Writing Chinese characters, sentences, and paragraphs and simple practical writing are main
elements.

Organization
This textbook consists of 15 lessons and 3 review lessons. For the convenience of the learner,
the Punctuation Index and Vocabulary Index are attached at the end of the textbook.

Structure of Each Main Lesson

In lessons 1-5, we design the teaching sections centering on Chinese characters.

9% 4

The other lessons consist of “Objectives”, “Before Writing”, “Writing Task”, “After

Writing” and “Assignment” sections. We will introduce each section as follow.

1. Objectives: Writing tasks are listed here in order to help you clarify the goals.

2. Before Writing: This section consists of two parts: “Warm-Up” and “Language Focus”.
The “Warm-Up” section aims to activate your related knowledge, make you familiarize the topic,
predict the content, arouse your desire to learn, and at the same time prepare the vocabulary for the
lesson’s tasks. The “Language Focus” section also serves the objective of the lesson and helps you
to express yourselves clearly.

3. Writing Task: This section consists of two parts: “Organizing Materials” and “Getting It
Down”. The “Organizing Materials” section helps you make complete sentences by organizing the
language materials obtained from the previous sections and relating them to actual life through
individual activities and group activities. In “Getting It Down”, you will organize the sentences

vi




written in the “Organizing Materials™ section to make a short paragraph similar to the example.
4. After Writing: This section aims to elicit interaction and mutual learn, and make
preparations for the next step of revising and editing.
5. Assignment: This section consists of two parts: “Review” and “Growing and Improving”.
This section aims to urge you to review and conclude this lesson after class.

Structure of Review Lesson
Each Review Lesson consists of four sections: “Self-Test”, “Review and

Extension”, “Writing Tasks” and “Knowledge of Chinese Characters™.

1. Self-Test: This section aims to help you summarize and review what you have learned,
and build the confidence to learn further.

2. Review and Extension: In this section you will review key points, and based on it, extend

your knowledge.

' 3. Writing Tasks: In this section we have designed some more challenging tasks to give you
an opportunity to experience “true” writing.

4. Knowledge of Chinese Characters: In this section we introduce basic knowledge of Chinese
characters, so that you can dispel the feeling of being afraid of difficulties as well as build confidence
in using Chinese characters and writing with interest.

Authors
August 2006
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EAXKE® BRasic Strokes
ARBREFRFTFRMH, Rh—BEXLXEBLARY,

Chinese characters are square-shaped and composed of some basic strokes.

1. E—%&. E—F,
Look and write.

£®
Stroke

e

e
# R R 1%
TEEE
Z@m3
R,
Try to re-
memberthe
names of 4
strokes.

OB HMARTR:

oA
Name

héng(#)

- shU(®)

piS(H#k)

Na(#)

didnr

S (EIL)

ti(#®)

P e

How to write Practice Examples

The horizontal stroke is
written from left to right.

- -
e -
—

The vertical stroke is

written from top ‘ + £ T
downward to bottom.

t

P S P

The downward-left stroke

is written from top to | +a i
bottom-left. ’
The downward-right stroke
- is written from top to bott- | NA K
~ om-right. ‘ !
The dot is written from top . X ;

to bottom-right.

The upward stroke is | | ‘
written from bottom-left EELE S
to top-right.

HINRLENDPE, BT —VH—VERBLE. FECLTXERRLET,

2



2. AEEHNEERRESFUNEEEEX,
Match the names on the left with the strokes on the right.

-

na —
pi& )
dianr -
héng \
ti li
shu o

3. SE#XKRIRE, BEMNNTERITH,
Exchange textbooks with your partner and check whether he/she matched
correctly.

4. RREBNHBREHES.
Write the strokes according to the following names.
pi& '
1

shu
didnr
na
héng

hd

S5E#EZH®RiIRE, BENATENTH.
Exchange textbooks with your partner and check whether he/she wrote
correctly. ’ ‘

E28%® (Compound Strokes
EHEW, BARSNEEMPELE-—RER—E, BURTELEHE,

When writing Chinese characters, the combination of two or more basic strokes,
which are written in succession without a lift of the pen, is called compound stroke.



