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Preface

Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common
Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About
Chinese Geography are a series of readers initiated by the Overseas
Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic
of China. The readers were jointly developed by Beijing Chinese
Language College, Nanjing Normal University and Anhui Normal
University. Serving as teaching aids for learners of Chinese, these
readers make the general knowledge of Chinese culture, history
and geography accessible to the young generation of overseas
Chinese by means of either classroom delivery or self-study. These
books are also for parents to help their children with the study. The
previous versions of these readers were well received.

In recent years, with the rapid economic and social
development in China and the rising of her international status, the world witnesses a phenomenal increase
in learners of the Chinese language outside China, especially from non-Chinese ethnic groups. To meet
the demand from overseas Chinese learners to better their knowledge about Chinese culture, and to
foster cultural exchanges between China and the world, a revision of the above-mentioned readers has
been decided by the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of
China. They assigned the Office of Chinese Language Council International to work out the new edition of
Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common
Knowledge About Chinese Geography . ;

The revised version of Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About
Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese Geography is intended to be a popular edition
of learning aid for Chinese culture in a conversational style. These readers make Chinese culture, history
and'geography more accessible to all people. Based on the original Chinese-English version edited by the
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, the newly-revised
version has kept its bilingual format, only broadening the foreign language coverage to German, French,
Japanese, Korean, Russian, Thai, Spanish and Arabic.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International delegates the revision of Common Knowledge
About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About
Chinese Geography to Higher Education Press, who adds and subtracts parts of the original Chinese
version with amendments to some data and illustrations. The bilingual versions of Chinese-English,
Chinese-German and Chinese-Thai are developed by Higher Education Press. The versions of Chinese-
French, Chinese-Japanese and Chinese-Korean are developed by Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Press. The Chinese-Russian, Chinese-Spanish and Chinese-Arabic versions are done by
Sinolingua. All revisions are meant to be innovative while maintaining the original focus of being accurate,
instructive and practical. It is our sincere hope that this series of readers become windows for you to know
more about China, and bridges leading you to the world of Chinese.

We would especially like to express our sincere appreciation to many experts, scholars and Chinese
teachers both at home and abroad for their pertinent suggestions.

Developed under a tight schedule, the new editions might be blotted with oversights and
inappropriateness. We sincerely welcome readers, especially those better versed in the relevant fields to
contribute ideas for the correction and future revision of these books.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International
November, 2006
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Traditional Chinese Ideology

#LF Confucius

"MHRZ" 5FRBA “Four Books and Five Classics” and
Confucianism

ZE51EREBME Laozi, Zhuangzi and Taoism

= 48 Buddhism

PEESEE

Traditional Virtues of China

Z8SLE Filial Virtue

BEZ%) To Respect the Aged and Love the Young
"ZR=XK" Three Friends in Cold Weather
MSE<FE Integrity and Credit

EIMEH To Respect Teachers and Value Education

REEHRF

Ancient Chinese Literature

ZHFIE Ancient Mythology

(3¥% ) The Book of Songs

#H Chu Ci

WIRKE Yuefu Songs of the Han Dynasty

madtEA Rk Folks Songs of the Northern and Southern
Dynasties

1% Tang Poetry

2R18 Song Ci Poetry




JCZ4fE| Yuan Zaju ( Opera of the Yuan Dynasty )
BH&/ )\t Fiction of the Ming and Qing Dynasties
MYk B ja)f£35% Four Great Folklores
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Science and Technology of Ancient China

&R % The Compass

EHRAR Papermaking

TEFENRIAR Printing

k%45 Gunpowder

(HHREZ) Gan and Shi's Celestial Book

oK 51X Zhang Heng and the Seismograph
> 5E AR Zu Chongzhi and Pi

AR Textile Technique

HEF$E3E 8/ Sundial and Copper Kettle Clepsydra

EAFIBRE Abacus and Abacus Calculation

REEFZZEAR

Traditional Chinese Art

%A Introduction
/R Folk Music

5UEl Beijing Opera

#h5X% Local Operas

#Z Quyi (Folk Art)

El# The Game of Go

E %M The Chinese Chess
X Z Chinese Characters
% Calligraphy

%% Seal Cutting




FE & Traditional Chinese Painting
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Chinese Cultural Relics
&3 Jiaguwen

=EH{t Sanxingdui Culture
S8X7 S  Simuwu Ding

BEAES Sword of King Goujian of Yue
Ri&XXE Liangzhu Jade

KIEE LT Changxin Palace Lamp

RIFEME DM Terracotta Warriors and Horses of Qinshihuang

Mausoleum
B4R Chime Bells
2 E4< Jade Suit Sewn with Gold Thread
$87% 5 Bronze Galloping Horse
KKK $H The Great Bell of Yongle
HARET Ancient Coins
FUEREE Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes

PEIHRER

Ancient Chinese Architecture

E%E The Imperial Palace
FJi Temples
E# Classical Gardens

# Pagodas

42 Bridges




hEIZEEAR
Chinese Arts and Crafts

B =% Tang Tricolor Pottery

& Porcelain

=% Cloisonné

B Fan

RE Kite

KT¥ Fancy Lantern

#%5 Embroidery

224 Silk

EFRANEENTEF Batik and Blue Calico
B14% Paper-Cuts

%R Jade Carving

A% Stone Lion

X EPUE Four Treasures of the Study

PERE

Chinese Folk Customs

introduction

1 A

FEAHR Names of the Chinese People

+_—J&# Twelve Symbolic Animals

N JLiE B 5#E One-Month-Old Feast and One-Year-Old Catch
( Zhuazhou ) of Babies

4&%L Wedding

MR —EREFHIRAE Four Deities—Symbol of Auspice in
Ancient Times

HFEZR Images of Blessing

K [8]JE£ Folk Temple Fair

£ Lion Dance
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5 The Spring Festival

B The Lantern Festival
B85 The Pure Brightness Day
iw4-* The Dragon Boat Festival
FFKF The Mid-Autumn Festival

— 1+ E The 24 Seasonal Division Points

REAEE
Life of the Chinese People

8 5 hEE% RS Cheong-Sam and Traditional Chinese
Costumes

FERE Chinese Cuisine

FREZE Chinese Tea

tH[EE Chinese Wine

FRERSE Civilian Residence

D% 3¥ 5% % Horse-Drawn Carriage, Sedan Chair and
Cloth Shoes

FEEHZ5 Traditional Chinese Medical Science and Medicine

HARAREMEEA Acupuncture and Moxibustion Therapy and

Narcotherapy

BOE + Ei#BIE - 7575 The Chinese Language and Mandarin and
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Introduction

Laozi

e T

Zhuangzi

3. X¥ "#”

The character of chan (Chan)

4. Rz R E

Wood engraving of Buddhist images

ompared with Westerners,
C the Chinese people paid
more attention to the harmonious
relation between human beings
and nature; “Nature and Man
are one.” is a familiar stafement
in traditional Chinese ideology.
Much emphasis is laid upon the
moral cultivation and temper re-
finement as well as the spiritual
enlightenment on the part of the
individual rather than upon the

logic reasoning.

For thousands of years, China,
so to speak, has been

under the influence

of a holistic system of thoughts,
which is largely composed of
Confucianism initiated by Confu-
cius and Mencius, Taoism initi-
ated by Laozi and Zhuangzi, as
well as Buddhism with Chinese
characteristics, among which
Confucianism played a funda-

mental role in shaping the tradi-

tional Chinese ideology.
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Confucius

2 HTEeT
Coins commemorizing Confucius

4. FL RN T
Confucius enshrined in the Confucian
Temple
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