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Abstract

( Blue Book of CHINA’S Culture: Annual Report on Development of China’s Cultural
Industry (2008)) is the seventh annual report on cultural industry in China jointly
prepared by the Research Center of Humanities of CASS, the Ministry of Culture,
and the National Cultural Industry Innovation & Development Academe of the Shanghai
Jiaotong University.

This book received continued support from related departments and scholars,
maintained the established structural classification of “Overview” , “Specialist Forum” ,
“Industry Reports”, “Regional Reports”, “Foreign Cultural Industries”, “Case
Studies” , “Statistical Topics”, etc. It made effort to combine industrial analysis with
policy analysis, including not only macro-analysis of nationwide situation of cultural
development, but also authoritative annual reports of different trades of cultural
industry, not only assessment on the previous year, but also prediction for the coming
year.

The Main Report prepared by its special group still constituted the core of the
whole book. At the 17* Congress of CPC convened in 2007, General-Secretary Hu
Jintao called for “ promoting vigorous development and prosperity of socialist culture” ,
this marked the approaching of a new era of cultural development. According to
statistics, from 2006 to 2007, as a result of sustained and rapid economic growth, the
space of cultural consumption got further widened, cultural industry had clear sign of
acceleration and more rational structure. However, owing to overheating of macro
economy, the relationship between investment and consumption was unbalanced, the
proportion of tertiary industry was declining, and income gap among people kept on
increasing, thus the cultural industry faced unfavorable factors, and progress of reform
met with restriction of marketization deficiency. So, the Main Report made a
compound policy proposal of relying mainly on expanded supply while taking due
consideration to demands under the spirit of reform. On the one hand, the market
opening-up is to be accelerated, private capitals are encouraged to start cultural

industries, state-operated cultural organizations are to be turned into enterprises, so that




more inexpensive popular cultural products and services can be provide to meet the
varied cultural demands of the majority people. On the other hand, the construction of
public cultural service system is to be speeded up, financial funding is to be increased for
the purchasing of public cultural service to supplement the insufficient basic cultural
demands of part of the people. The Main Report also pointed out that, with cultural
institutional reform extending to the whole country, the focus of reform will turn to the
macro realm. So, it is necessary to shift from system changeover or system reform of
state owned cultural enterprises/institutions as the central link of reform to equal stress
on enterprise reform and government functional change. Thus, a market economy of

normalization and legalization can be established.
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