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I was born in the year 1632, in the City of York, of a good family. I had
two elder brothers, one of which was a lieutenant colonel' to an English
regiment of foot in Flanders?, killed at the battle near Dunkirk against the
Spaniards. What became of my second brother I never knew any more than
father or mother did know what was become of me.

Being the third son of the family, and not bred to any trade, my head
began to be filled very early with rambling thoughts.

But being one day at Hull, where I went casually, and without any
purpose of making an elopement’ that time; but I say, being there, and one
of my companions being going by sea to London, in his father’s ship, and
prompting me to go with them, with the common allurement* of seafaring’
men, viz.", that it should cost me nothing for my passage.

On the first of September 1651, I went on board a ship bound for
London. The ship was no sooner gotten out of the Humber but the wind
began to blow hard; and as I had never been at sea before, I was sick and
terrified. I began now seriously to reflect upon what | had done.
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All this while the storm increased, and the sea went very high. I
expected every wave would have swallowed us up, and that every time the
ship fell down, as I thought, in the trough1 or hollow of the sea, we should
never rise more; and in this agony of mind, I made many vows’ and
resolutions’, that if it would please god here to spare my life this one voyage,
if ever I got once my foot upon dry land again, I would go directly home to
my father, and never set it into a ship again while I lived.

These wise and sober’ thoughts continued all the while the storm
continued, and indeed some time after; but the next dagl the wind was
abated® and the sea calmer, and I began to be a little inured” to it. However,
I was very grave for all that day, being also a little seasick still; but towards
night the weather cleared up, the wind was quite over, and a charming fine
evening followed; the sun went down perfectly clear and rose so the next
morning; and having little or no wind and a smooth sea, the sun shining
upon it, the sight was, as I thought, the most delightful that ever I saw.

1 had slept well in the night, and was now no more seasick, but very
cheerful, looking with wonder upon the sea that was so rough and terrible
the day before, and could be so calm and so pleasant in so little time after.

The sixth day of our being at sea we came into Yarmouth Roads; the
wind having been contrary and the weather calm, we had made but little way
since the storm. Here we were obliged to come to an anchor, and here we lay,
the wind continuing contrary, viz., at southwest, for seven or eight days,
during which time a great many ships from Newcastle came into the same
Roads, as the common harbour where the ships might wait for a wind for the
river.
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resolution n. 'BE, Bl
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We had not, however, rid here so long, but should have tided it up the
river, but that the wind blew too fresh; and after we had lain four or five
days, blew very hard. However the Roads being reckoned as good as a
harbour, the anchorage’' good and our ground-tackle very strong, our men
were unconcerned, and not in the least apprehensive of danger, but spent the
time in rest and mirth®, after the manner of the sea; but the eighth day in the
momlng, the wind 1ncreased and we had all hands at work to strike our
topmasts and make everything snug and close, that the ship might ride as
easy as p0551ble By noon the sea went very high indeed, and our ship rid
forecastle’ in, shipped several seas, and we thought once or twice our
anchor had come home; upon which our master ordered out the sheet
anchor®; so that we rode with two anchors ahead, and the cables veered’ out
to the bitter end.

Such a dismal sight I never saw: the sea went mountains high, and
broke upon us every three or four minutes. When I could look about, I could
see nothing but distress round us: two ships that rid near us we found had
cut their masts by the board, being deep loaden; and our men cried out, that
a ship which rid about a mile ahead of us was foundered8 Two more ships
being driven from their anchors, were run out of the Roads to sea at all
adventures, and that was not a mast standing. The light ships fared the best
as not so much labourmg in the sea; but two or three of them drove and
came close by us, running away with only their spritsail’ out before the
wind.
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topmast n. FHE
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forecastle n. B FFAR
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