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Abstract: Modernist thought in Britain is both a component part of the entire
Western ideological system and a radical, anti-traditional artistic trend preva-
lent in English literaturé in the beginning of the 20th century. This article aims
to explore the essence and intention of modernist thought in Britain, examine
its social, historical and cultural background and disclose the similarities and
differences between modernism and realism. More importantly, the article
discusses the aesthetic concept of British modernists and analyses the chief
characteristics, artistic value, social effect and historical limitations of mod-
ernist literature.

Key words: modernist thought; English literature
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