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Introduction

People have always told stories. Some of the stories in this
book are very old indeed. And they don’t come from only
one country, though most of them started in the countries
that are today India, Pakistan, Iran, and the Arabic
speaking lands. ‘

The stories in The Arabian Nights were collected and
written down in Arabic from about 1300, perhaps in Cai-
ro. Stories were added until about 1600. We don’t know
when the collection was put into the frame story of Sheher-
ezade and Shahriar, which came in the first place from
Persia (Iran). 7 _

In the frame story, Sheherezade tells the stories night
after night, timing her telling in such a way that Sultan
Shahriar always wants to hear the ending the next night.
This goes on for a thousand and one nights (see page 102).
The Arabic name of the collection ( Alf Leila wa Leila)
means The Thousand and One Nights.

Collecting stories in a frame in this way is something
that is found all over the world. In Europe, the best
known example is probably the Decameron (1348—1353).
In it, Bocaccio tells us how ten young men and women -
leave the city of Florence because of the very dangerous ill-
ness, bubonic plague. To pass the time in the country,
they agree to tell one story a day each for ten days.
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The oldest English example is Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales. The frame for this collection of stories, told in
poetry from 1386, was a journey of pilgrims to the great
church of Canterbury. Chaucer planned to have stories
told by thirty pilgrims, but he wasn’t able to finish the col-
lection.

The Arabian Nights first appeared in Europe necarly
three hundred years ago, between 1704 and 1717. That
was when the stories were translated into French by An-
toine Galland. They caught the imagination of the West,
opening up a new world to readers all over Europe from
Moscow to Madrid.

Some of the stories have become favourite children’s
stories; others have become the pantomimes that one sees
in the theatres at Christmas time in Britain, especially the
pantomimes Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp and Ali
Baba and the Forty Thieves. A few have been added to and
made into films.



A

1
§
E
B

EEBE. ELSENFATFYHYRTEN
CGREFHEERELE). ETFPRRERLUF
MR BRE,. HE F AT 1386 4 L HF
RHYRKERE-HBEXELERFHEEKR
BEMKE. FEFITANE 30 8082 H
WM E BERBEExELH.

HEiE 300 SFERT(ATJTE 1704 EFE 1717 46
ZED A—FTF —RIEBRKMBWEKEER. XK
AEEALET «- MBEEXSEREERT

BB, ENMERTEIANERN. 862 |

BX
TIRART—BHHABKRIT.

T L e A
BT G 5 L 53 5 — R 2 B B
98 6 B B o L 0 BB, BT T

MIDUR(TREEE RN+ X8

®.

Kﬂoﬁﬁn¢&$%ﬁmfyry f—

pilgrim
BRE EENA

Mﬁﬁiﬂﬂfbﬁi——ﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂf T

AREEZEY
CHFEEL W) BiE
B



Chapter 1
The sultan and Sheherezade

Sultan Shahriar had a beautiful wife. She was his only
wife, and he loved her more than anything in the world.
Some people said that he loved her too much, and perhaps
they were right, because she was not as good as she
seemed. The sultan’s love was not enough for her, and she
turned to other men. One day he found her with a slave.

He cut off both their heads with his own sword.

From that day the sultan changed. Once he had loved
one woman. Now he hated all women. “I can’t be sure of
any of them,”he said to his vizier. “From this time I shall
marry a new wife every day, and at sunrise the next morn-
ing she must die. One day will not be long enough, even
for a woman, to do wrong.”

A time of great unhappiness then began for the
sultan’s people. Every family lived in fear. If the sultan
asked a father for his daughter as a wife, how could the fa-
ther say no? They began to hide their daughters, or send
them into the country. It soon became difficult for the vi-
zier to find new wives, and this made him afraid.

“What will the sultan do to me when I can’t find any
at all?”he thought.

Now, the vizier himself had two daughters. He was a
good, loving father, and they did not like to see him look
unhappy. One day, the elder, Sheherezade, said:“Father,
I want you to do something for me. By doing this you will
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