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Introduction

Dear College Student,

We are excited about this book.It has been a true labor of love for us,as
well as a complete education in itself.In the process of creating this book we
read over eight thousand stories and poems and talked to hundreds of college
students.The journey has been a rewarding one.We have discovered much
about today’s students and we are very impressed with what we have seen
and heard.

You have worked very hard to get to where you are and you seem to
know the importance of the job that still awaits you.You are preparing to in-
herit a world with many problems;yet,it is clear to us that you have the intel-
ligence and the heart necessary to confront and solve them.

Being all too aware of the stresses and pressures you are under,we have
worked diligently to give you a book that will offer you the inspiration,
motivation,insights and comic relief you will need to do the job at hand.

We have filled this book with anecdotes about the difficult transition
from home to college and from adolescent to adult.There are stories about
professors who inspire and students who excel.There are stories that will
make you laugh and stories that contain the wisdom of those who have been
there.

The college years are packed with so much emotional challenge.lt has
been said that people grow and develop the most during two periods of their
lives:before the age of five and during college.Therefore,it is so important
that you remember to be good to yourself and nourish yourself with as much
Chicken Soup as possible during this important time of transition.

So,here you go.A book from our heart to yours.May it give you hope
when you have none,may it inspire you when you most need it,and may it re-
mind you to take things lightly and never be so serious that you forget to
laugh. ‘

We wish you love,joy,courage and the strength to persevere.
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A nd yet not a dream,but a mighty redlity—a
glimpse of the higher life,the broader possibilities of hu-
manity,which is granted to the man who,amid the rush
and roar of livingpauses four short years to learn what
living means.

W_.E.B.DuBois

- AANEERERERGAEZY #BK TR A4
FHRHHREEMELEGL W FRFEFHLE
E B ERTEMA—X—REFR &
REXKGIE,

S P RUS—.




-

152

The Wonder Years
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[EDITORS’ NOTE:This is an NYU
college-admission application essay
question and the actual answer. ]
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5.heat retention % #

6.ethnic slur % A % B &
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8.for three days in a row
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Question:

In order for the admissions staff of our col-
lege to get to know you,the applicant,better,we
ask that you answer the following question:“Are
there any significant experiences you have had,or
accomplishments you have realized,that have
helped to define you as a person?”

Answer:

I am a dynamic' figure, often seen scaling’
walls and crushing’ ice with my bare hands.]
have been known to remodel train stations on my
lunch breaks*, making them more efficient in the
area of heat retention’.] translate ethnic slurs® for
Cuban refugees’.] write award-winning operas.I
efficiently.Occasionally,] tread

water for three days in a row®l woo women with

manage time
my sensuous and godlike trombone playing.’l can
pilot bicycles up several inclines with unflagging"

speed,and 1 cook thirty-minute brownies" in




A,

twenty min utes.] am an expert in stucco',a

veteran in love and an outlaw® in Peru.Using
only a hoe and a large glass of water,l once
single-handedly defended a smdall village in the
Amazon basin from a horde of ferocious army
ants’.I play bluegrass cello®.] was scouted’ by the
Mets.I am thesubject of numerous documentaries®.
When I’'m bored,I build large suspension bridges
in my yard.l enjoy urban hang gliding.On
Wednesdays,after  school,1
appliances® free of charge.l am an abstract artist,

repair  electrical

a concrete analyst and a ruthless bookie®.Critics

of

corduroy™ evening wear.I don’t perspire.l am a

worldwide swoon over my original line
private citizen,yet I recewe fan mail.I have been
caller number nine and have won the weekend
passes.

Last summer I toured New Jersey with a
traveling centrifugal-force demonstration."l bat.
400.My deft floral arrangements have earned me
fame in international botany circles.*Children
trust me.l can hurl tennis rackets at small mov-
ing objects with deadly accuracy.”l once read
Paradise Lost,Moby Dick and David Copperfield
in one day and still had time to refurbish an en-
tire dining room that evening.'l know the exact
location of every food item in the supermarket.l
have performed several covert operations with the
CIA.I sleep once a week;and when I do sleep,I
sleep in a chair.While on vacation in Canada,l

successfully negotiated with a group of terrorists
who had seized a small bakery.The laws of
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