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1.The Duty of Literatus

by William Faulkner
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[ feel that this award was not made to me as a man,but to my
work—a life’s work in the agony and sweat of the human spirit,not
for glory and least of all for profit,but to create out of the materials of
the human spirit something which did not exist before.So this award
is only mine in trust.It will not be difficult to find a dedication for the
money part of it commensurate! with the purpose and significance of
its origin.But I would like to do the same with the acclaim too,by
using this moment as a pinnacle? from which I might be listened to by
the young men and women already dedicated to the same anguish
and travail,among whom is already that one who will some day stand
where | am standing.

Our tragedy today is a general and universal physical fear so long
sustained by now that we can even bear it.There are no longer



problems of the spirit. There is only one question:When will [ be
blown up® Because of this,the young man or woman writing today
has forgotten the problems of the human heart in conflict with itself
which alone can make good writing* because only that is worth
writing about,worth the agony and the sweat.He must learn them
again.He must teach himself> that the basest of all things is to be
afraid:and,teaching himself that,forget it forever leaving no room in
his workshop for anything but the old verities® and truths of the heart,
the universal truths lacking which any story is ephemeral’ and
doomed®—love and honor and pity and pride and compassion and
sacrifice.Until he does so,he labors under a curse.He writes not of
love but of lust®of defeats in which nobody loses anything of value,
and victories without hope and worst of all,without pity or
compassion.His griefs grieve on no universal bones'leaving no
scars.He writes not of the heart but of the glands®.

Until he learns these things,he will write as though he stood
among and watched the end of man.l decline to accept the end of
man.lt is easy enough to say that man is immortal because he will
endure®:that when the last ding-dong'* of doom has clanged and
faded from the last worthless rock hanging tideless in the last red and
dying evening,that even then there will still be one more sound:that of
his puny®® inexhaustible voice,still talking.I refuse to accept this.]
believe that man will not merely endure:he will prevailHe is
immortal,not because he alone among creatures has an inexhaustible
voice,but because he has a soul,a spirit capable of compassion and
sacrifice and endurance.The poet’s,the writer’s,duty is to write about
these things.It is his privilege to help man endure by lifting his heart,
by reminding him of the courage and honor and hope and pride and
compassion and pity and sacrifice which have been the glory of his
past.The poet’s voice need not merely be the record of man,it can be
one of the props,the pillars to help him endure and prevail®.
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2.The Green Revolution:Peace and Humanity

by Norman E. Borlaug
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Civilization as it is known today could not have evolved,nor can it
survive,without an adequate food supply.Yet food is something that is
taken for granted' by most world leaders despite the fact that more
than half of the population of the world is hungry.Man seems to insist
on ignoring the lessons available? from history.

Man’s survival from the time of Adam and Eve® until the inven-
tion of agriculture,must have been precarious* because of his inability
to ensure his food supply.During the long,obscure,dimly defined pre-
historic period when man lived as a wandering® hunter and food
gatherer, frequent food shortages must have prevented the devel-
opment of village civilizations.Under these conditions the growth of
human population was also automatically® limited by the limitations of
food supplies.

In the misty,hazy past,as the Mesolithic Age gave way to’ the
Neolithic,there suddenly appeared in widely separated geographic
areas the most highly successful group of inventors and revolutionaries



that the world has ever known.This group of Neolithic men and
women,and in all probability largely the- latter,domesticated® all the
major cereals,legumes,and root crops,as well as all of the most
important animals that to this day remain man’s principal source of
food.Apparently,nine thousand years ago,in the foothills of the
Zagros Mountains’ man had already become both agriculturist and
animal husbandry® man which,in turn,soon led to the specialization
of labor and development of village life.Similar discoveries and devel-
opment elsewhere soon laid the groundwork from which all of the
world’s subsequent civilizations have evolved.Despite the tremendous
value of their contributions we know none of these benefactors of
mankind by name'In fact,it has only been within the past century,
and especially within the last 15 years—since the development of
the effective radio-carbon dating systems*—that we have begun even
vaguely to understand the timing of these epochal events which have
shaped the world’s destiny.

The invention of agriculture,however,did not permanently
emancipate man from* the fear of food shortages,hunger and
famine.Even in prehistoric times population growth often must have
threatened or exceeded man’s ability to produce enough food.Then,
when droughts or outbreaks of diseases and insect pests ravaged
crops,famine resulted.

That such catastrophes occurred periodically in ancient times is
amply clear from numerous biblical® references.Thus,the Lord said: “I
have smitten'® you with blasting and mildew.” “The seed is rotten
under their clods,the garners are laid desolate,the barns are broken
down;for the corn is withered...the beasts of the field cry also unto

thee:for the rivers of waters are dried up,and the fire hath' de-
voured'® the pastures of the wilderness.”

Plant diseases,drought,desolation,despair were recurrent catas-
trophes during the ages.And the ancient remedies are supplications to
supernatural spirits or Gods.And yet,the concept of the “ever-normal



