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The Maid of Neidpath
7 07 84 S R

The Maid of Neidpath

O lovers’ eyes are sharp to see,
And lovers’ ears in hearing;

And love, in life’s extremity, EBARXo
Can lend an hour of cheering.

Disease had been in Mary's bower %W

And slow decay from mourning,
Though now she sits on Neidpath’s tower

To watch her love’s returning.

All sunk and dim her eyes so bright,
Her form decay’d by pining,
Till through her wasted hand, at night, M EBNF,

You saw the taper shining.

By fits a sultry hectic hue ""“ﬂMﬂ
Across her cheek was flying;

By fits so ashy pale she grew
Her maidens thought her dying.

Yet keenest powers to see and hear
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A 4

¥ 8 b 45 < 2R Seem’d in her frame residing;
Before the watch-dog prick’d his ear
. She heard her lover’s riding;
;}fg}%gﬁgga Ere scarce a distant form was kenn’d
R, She knew and waved to greet him,
And o’ er the battlement did bend

As on the wing to meet him.

He came - he pass’ d — an heedless gaze,
As o’er some stranger glancing;
mie, 550,25 Her welcome, spoke in faltering phrase,
ENEB. Lost in his courser’s prancing —
The castle — arch, whose hollow tone
Returns each whisper spoken,
Could scarcely catch the feeble moan

Which told her heart was broken.
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The Lay of the Last Minstrel

The Lay of the Last Minstrel

INTRODUCTION
The way was long, the wind was cold,
The Minstrel was infirm and old;
His wither’d cheek, and tresses grey,
Seem’d to have known a better day;
The harp, his sole remaining joy,
Was carried by an orphan boy.
The last of all the Bards was he,
Who sung of Border chivalry;
For, welladay! their date was fled,
His tuneful brethen all were dead;
And he, neglected and oppress’d
Wish’d to be with them, and at rest,
No more on prancing palfrey borne,
He caroll’d, light as lark at morn;
No longer courted and caress’d,
High placed in hall, a welcome guest,
He pour’d to lord and lady gay,
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The unpremeditated lay:

Old times were changed, old manners gone;
A stranger fill’d the Stuart’ throne;

The bigots of the iron time

Had call’d his harmless art a crime.

A wandering Harper, scorn’d and poor,

He begg’ d his bread from door to door,
And tun’d, to please a peasant’s ear,

The harp, a king had loved to hear.

He pass’d where Newark s stately tower
Looks out from Yarrow's birchen bower:
The Minstrel gazed with wishful eye—
No humbler resting-place was nigh;
With hesitating step at last,

The embattled portal arch he pass’d,
Whose ponderous grate and massy bar
Had oft roll’d back the tide of war,

But never closed the iron door

Against the desolate and poor.

The Duchess mark’d his weary pace,
His timid mien, and reverend face,
And bade her page the menials tell

That they should tend the old man well;
For she had known adversity,

Though born in such a high degree;

In pride of power, in beauty’s bloom,

Had wept o’ er Monmouth’s bloody tomb!
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When kindness had his wants supplied,
And the old man was gratified,

Eegan to rise his minstrel pride;
=again(Bh) X, B,

And he began to talk anon, 5%,

Of good Earl Francis, dead and gone,

And of Earl Walter, rest him, God!

A braver ne’er to battle rode;

And how full many a tale he knew,

Of the old warriors of Buccleuch:

And, would the noble Duchess deign

To listen to an old man’s strain,

Though stiff his hand, his voice though

weak ,

He thought, even yet, the sooth to speak,
That, if she loved the harp to hear,

He could make music to her ear.

The humble boon was soon obtain’d; (BH)BR.

The Aged Minstrel audience gain’d.

But, when he reach’d the room of state,

Where she, with all her ladies, sate,

Perchance he wish’d his boon denied: = perhape(T5 ) FF ,
For, when to tune his harp he tried, Tk,

His trembling hand had lost the ease,

Which marks security to please;

And scenes, long past, of joy and pain,

Came wildering o’ er his aged brain—



The Maid of Neidpath
7 ¥ 5 8 S B He tried to tune his harp in vain!
gate, w3, %8 The pitying Duchess praised its chime,

R XEESE LR Ay gave him heart, and gave him time,
HOF B

Till every string’ s according glee
Was blended into harmony.
G5, 5) MR, And then, he said, he would full fain
FEH, odv. %5 He could recall an ancient strain,
would &R He never thought to sing again.
TEa®mR, % It was not framed for village churls,
B, But for high dames and mighty earls;
ERERTIER s 5. .
H, 1625— 1649 FF He had play d it to King Charles the good,

e When he kept court in Holyrood,
—BEERSH 1

FETE,

And much he wish’d, yet fear'd to try
x The long-forgotten melody.

prep. = amidst, ,
...... W, Amid the strings his fingers stray d,
FAMEBH, BB And an uncertain warbling made,

Freto

G MR B, And oft he shook his hoary head.
But when he caught the measure wild.
But when he caught the measure wild,
The old man raised his face, and smiled;
And lighten’d up his faded eye,

" With all a poet’s ecstasy!
52 @7, In varying cadence, soft or strong,
He swept the sounding chords along:

s The present scene, the future lot,

His toils, his wants, were all forgot:.
A% iR Cold diffidence, and age’s frost,



In the full tide of song were lost;

Each blank in faithless memory void,

The poet’s glowing thought supplied;
And, while his harp responsive rung,
"Twas thus the LATEST MINSTREL sung.

* * * *

25

The sun had brighten’d Cheviot grey,

The sun had brighten’d the Carter’s side;
soon beneath the rising day

Smiled Branksome towers and Teviot’ s
tide.
The wild birds told their warbling tale,

And waken’d every flower that blows;
And peeped forth the violet pale,

And spread her breast the mountain rose.
And lovelier than the rose so red,

Yet paler than the violet pale,
She early left her sleepless bed,

The fairest maid of Teviotdale.

26
Why does fair Margaret so early awake,
And don her kirtle so hastilie,
And the silken knots, which in hurry she
would make,
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