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ABSTRACT

The history, before the 1970’s, of moral education in elementary
and secondary schools in Japan could be divided into three periods.
They are the phase of formation and development, the phase of the
first educational reform and the phase of the second educational re-
form. In the phase of formation and development, moral education in
schools began to take shape, but it did not separate from the general
education. In the phase of the first educational reform, moral educa-
tion became an independent discipline in elementary and secondary
schools. And the system of cultivating moral character was estab-
lished, which centered on the course of cultivating moral character,
with two wings of other courses and extracurricular activities. In the
phase of the second educational reform, Japan decided to implement
comprehensive moral education with the center of social disciplines in
1947. Later, with the conservatism gaining ground, Japan estab-
lished a special system of moral education centering on moral curricu-
lum in 1958, trying to apply moral education in all activities in
schools,

Since the 1970’s, the problems in moral education in elementary
and secondary schools in Japan have been showing mainly in the fol-
lowing five aspects: the gap between moral education and real life,

the tendency of taking moral education as instruments, the negative
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influence of culture on moral education, the ignorance of moral educa-
tion and the students’ moral crisis. Among them, the gap between
moral education and real life is one of the roots of all problems, which
is mainly reflected in two aspects: non-moralization of the real life
concerning the non-moralization of family life and social life, and non-
real-life moral education indicated by over-emphasizing external func-
tions and value-internalization. The tendency of taking moral educa-
tion as instruments is one of the most serious problems in moral edu-
cation in Japan, mainly including taking moral education as political
and economic instruments, etc. Moral education as political instru-
ment is mainly expressed by the political propositions on strengthe-
ning nationalism and the Imperial Emperor System and consolidating
the neo-conservatism; moral education as economic instrument is
mainly expressed by cultivating students to be loyal, sacrificing indi-
viduals for the good of the whole. The negative influence of culture
on moral education is a difficult problem in moral education in Japan.
It is mainly shown in the following two aspects: firstly,. the conflict
of cultures is pounding at moral education, including the influence of
the conflicting values of eastern and western cultures on children and
the influence of the conflict of multi-values on moral education; sec-
ondly, the cultural tradition hampers moral education, whose influ-
ences including the negative influence of the idea about “He” that
means harmoniousness and the negative effect of bloc doctrine. The
ignorance of moral education is also one of the serious problems in
moral education in Japan. Owing to the effects of pre-war course of

cultivating moral character, social disciplines after the War, and criti-
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cism of the special system of moral education, the aversion and criti-
cism of politicalization of moral education and malpractice of the cre-
dentialism society, there is a tendency of ignoring moral education in
families, schools and the whole society in Japan. Students’ moral cri-
sis, which is getting intense attention from the Japanese society and
government, is another serious problem. It is reflected mainly in cri-
sis at the surface level, which is characterized by bullying, violence in
schools and other adolescent disciplines, and also the crisis at the dee-
per level, which is characterized by weak consciousness of basic norms,
indifference of public relationships and lack of consciousness of aims.
With the background of the problems mentioned above, promo-
ted by the comprehensive transformation in Japan and the reforms and
development in school moral education all over the world, moral edu-
cation in elementary and secondary schools in Japan has been on the
journey of reform and development since the 1970’s. As for academic
researches, scholars have been paying attention not only to researches
on basic theories, such as the individual and society, rationality and
behavior, self-discipline versus other-discipline and indoctrination,
but also researches on the practice. Some famous schools of moral ed-
ucation theories have emerged. As for the policies of government, the
government’s concerns are the problems of the students’ moral crisis
and the ignorance of moral education which have brought about a lot
of repercussions. The government has taken specific and effective
countermeasures at different levels in society and schools, and also
comprehensive and long-term ones taking into consideration all chil-

dren, parents, communities and schools. In the aspect of reforms in
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moral education in elementary and secondary schools, the polices of
government, directed by the ideas of strengthening national control
and the principle of emphasizing individuality, are following the direc-
tions of the policy of spiritual education and the policy of reforms in
moral curriculum. In the aspect of moral educational practices in ele-
mentary and secondary schools, administrators and teachers have
been improving'the teaching by emphasizing children’s abundant ex-
periences, and cultivating children’s initiatives in learning morality
and life education. They have also been probing other ways outside
classroom by consolidating moral education in other school activities,
combining moral curriculum and extra-moral-curriculum activities and
linking moral education in schools and families as well as communities.

After a comprehensive exploration into the history and current situa-
tion in moral education in elementary and secondary schools in Japan, we
can discover that the characteristics of moral education in elementary and
secondary schools in Japan are influenced deeply by neo-liberalism and neo-
conservatism, laying emphasis on the status and functions of moral educa-
tion and also the consistency of moral education, etc. Finally, based on the
review on history and the analysis of current situation, the major tendency
of moral education in elementary and secondary schools in Japan could be
listed as the following four aspects: the conflict between control and anti-
control will go on; the equality between “norm” and “development” will
become apparent; the link between theories and practices of moral educa-
tion will be strengthened; and the life-long moral learning will develop
from “one-sided” to “all-round”.

Key Words: Japan; elementary and secondary schools; moral ed-

ucation; the contemporary era
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