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Preface

Qiu He (Vice Governor of Jiangsu Province)

On April 22, 2007, Premier Wen Jiabao has made important
instructions on further playing the role of waterway of the Beijing-
Hangzhou Grand Canal; “We need put in agenda the comprehensive
management of Beijing-Hangzhou Canal, especially infrastructure
construction such as Waterway and Port, and gather transportation,
water  conservancy, environmental protection and  other
departments, and the local government, debate fully, step up the
formulation of plans, and submit for approval in accordance with
procedures to further play the role of waterway of the Beijing-

”

Hangzhou Grand Canal. 7 The Grand Canal enjoys a status similar
to the Great Wall; both could be regarded as the Gemini
constellation in Chinese ancient civilization treasures. The two
great world-class human projects show the highest level of ancient
China’s comprehensive national strength, embedded in the vast land
of China, so far still winding its deep-sky giant image. As material

and non-material cultural heritage of the Chinese people, they will

live with our state and nation through perpetual generation!
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During the 2500 years of the vicissitudes of life change, the
Grand Canal has played a role of a bridge and links, facilitating
political, military, economic, and cultural communication
between north and south of China. Through the sky of history,
Grand Canal Waterway is ever-changing, replacing names in the
different period, function and role of which have changed with the
times and seasons as well. BC 486, Fuchai, king of Wu, dug
trenches of the Han River, strengthened ties between Wu and the
Central Plains; in the seventh century, the Sui Dynasty built the
North-South Grand Canal with Luoyang as the center, west to
Chang’an, north to Zhuojun, south to Yuhang, created the
prosperity of the Tang and Song Dynasties Empire; Yuan, Ming
and Qing located their capitals in Beijing, the Grand Canal changed
its route to go from Beijing to Hangzhou directly, known as the
Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal ever since. Smoothness of Grand
Canal in the Ming and Qing Dynasties sustained heyday era of the

ancient Chinese dynasties. Late China is troubled both domestically

~and abroad, redoubled with invasion and humiliation, ensuing
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with the decline of Grand Canal; all are unnavigable to the north of
the Yellow River. New China has made partial recovery of Grand
Canal; the State Department of Transportation has carried on
comprehensive rectification of the Grand Canal to south of Jining,
formed nearly 900 km of golden waterways today. The Canal
become a vital channel for the transport of goods between the South
and the North, but also performs irrigation, flood control, anti-
drought; South-to-North  water diversion, water supply,
ecological protection, and other important functions. It is just: the

state rises, Canal smoothes; the state falls, Canal declines.



Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, full-length 1794 km, flows

Q0BJAI]

through six provinces and cities of Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei,
Shandong, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, connecting five natural rivers from
west to east of Haihe River, Yellow Rivér, Huaihe, Yangtze and
Qiantang, and Hongze Lake, Taihu Lake, and other lakes. As
“living, mobile: human heritage,” Grand Canal demonstrates for
their achievements that water conservancy and shipping projects in
ancient China has led the world in technology, leaving behind a
wealth of historical and cultural monuments, given birth to a block
of shinin.g pearl-like ancient cities and towns, and formed a very
unique customs and natural landscape, and a profound long
accumulation of cultural heritage. Canal Culture is extensive and
comprehensive of all, full flowing, and well deserved as tribute of
golden mountains and silver mines to the Chinese culture.

Jiangsu is truly “a big province of canal” ; the Reach earliest built
of Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal is in Jiangsu, the Reach of
Grand Canal in Jiangsu has longest mileage of 690 km, nearly two
fifths of the total length; along the canal of the Jiangsu, humane
ceremony gathered, the fame far broadcast, heritage investigations
unaccountable, sites and relics left along the Grand Canal in Jiangsu
the largest and most well preserved. Canal cities are mostly
historical and cultural city, the vast majority of the world intangible
cultural heritage and non-material cultural heritage in Jiangsu, the
state’s key cultural units to be protected and national non-material
cultural heritage, are distributed along the Grand Canal; Grand
Canal directly connects Xu culture, Chinese culture , Huaiyang
culture, Wu cultural, and other titles of local traditional culture,

promoting regional inter-cultural exchanges and integration of
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Jiangsu. Municipal networks crossing, millions of goods and
merchants gathering, the vibrant canal city economic zone is
extended from Jiangnan to Jiangbei.

Jiangsu has unique resources of the waterway, and is “largest
province of water transport” in China. Large proportion of the
territory is plain and vast waters, combining the river, lake, and
sea into integration, providing excellent natural environment to
build a modern waterway traffic system. Since reform and opening
up, Jiangsu water transportation experienced a considerable
development. In 2006 the whole of society completed shipping
cargo and cargo turnover of 328 million tons and 251. 5 billion
ton-kilometers respectively, which accounted a quarter and two
thirds respectively for the province integrated transport volume.

Waterway transport system will take increasingly important
position in the modernization, in particular it has comparative
advantages such as large volume of cargo transport, cheap transport
costs, low energy consumption, small pollution, less land use,
and good security for the transport, and has an important
significance for implementation of the scientific development
concept, changing the traditional resource input mode of
devglopment and building a circular economy and conservation-
oriented society.

The research results showed before readers are formed on the basis of
the expansion research project of a series of research on Jiangsu
transportation cultural construction organized and implemented by the
Jiangsu Provincial Communications Department, painstaking research
of some relevant experts from Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social

Sciences and part of universities. As a popular academic works, the
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authors took on cross-integrated multidisciplinary approach ( especially
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history, geography, economics and transportation economics,
etc. ), placed the changes of Canal and the coastal areas at the
regional development background of China and the world, and
made a useful experiment. Here, I express my heartfelt respect for
the fruitful work of experts, but also for the Comrades working
hard for the planning, organization and implementation of project
and the issue of this book. I also hope that this initial success can
serve as a new starting point, constantly blaze new trails, further
carry forward the fine tradition of the Grand Canal in ancient
culture, improve the people’s sense of responsibility to the
protection of Grand Canal, vigorously develop the shipping
industry, promote coordinated regional development along the
canal, and make greater contribution to achieve full well-off and
build a new Jiangsu.

I have worked long in new canal cities of Suqian and have deep
missed on the meandering and charming scenery of the canal;
dancing and sparking water of LuoMa Lake, several kilometers of
the old course of the Yellow River stretching, billowed by the
poplar green promenade posed into the sky, ancient buildings of
Qianlong chateau etc. I have profound feelings of the plain and
honest generations of people for living in the Hometown of king
X'iang/in‘ particular. At thé same time, I ’amv also aware that the
protection of Grand Canal, scientific development and utilization of
Grand Canal, has strategic significance for the change of
backwardness of Subei. Of course, I am very concerned about
demonstrating the unique character and charm of the canal,

promoting the inherent flavor and strength of the canal, and
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describing the flow-cultural chapter of the canal, so I wrote the
preface happily.

Millennium Canal benefits China, sons and daughters of Jiangsu
Love Canal. As long as we treat her like mother, bless this artificial
waterway which has brought us a great favor, the tomorrow of
Grand Canal will be even better, and coastal people will certainly

be able to achieve much greater well-being!

Qiu He
May 28, 2007
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