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Preface

Zhujiajiao, a well-known outskirt town of Shanghai, is situated in the
west of the city in its Qingpu District on the beautiful water land by Dianshan
Lake, bordering Zhejiang and Jiangsu provinces. To the pride of the sober
mannered local people, it is historically renowned as a typical Yangtse
Delta water town of abundant natural produce, cultural heritage and fine
scenery.

A birthplace of Shanghai area’s early civilization, Zhujiajiao began to
have agriculture as early as 6,000 years ago. It was part of the ancient Wu
State’s territory during the Three Kindoms Period(220-280),became pros-
perous during the Tang and Song Dynasties, and evolved as a market place
later in the Song and Yuan period. The town formed on the basis of a village
during Wanli Emperor’s reign of the Ming Dynasty. It kept developing later
through the Ming and Qing and eventually became a well-known trading
center of all daily necessities.

Currently, with the development of Shanghai, the protection and in-
heritance of Zhujiaojiao’s cultural heritage has draw greater attention from
the public. The town is accredited as one of the top four representative
towns of Shanghai area. This year, after winning the gold medal for being
one of the 50 places of greatest international tourist attraction, it is ready
for applying for the status of historically and culturally renowned town of
China. The local people are determined to further widen their vision in the
process of its protection, appropriately handle the contradictions between
protection, inheritance, utilization and development. With considerate plan-
ning and more investment, they are to keep the original water-bound
townscape in the course of improving its environment. The government
will utilize its resources gradually in the mean time of protecting its cultural
heritage.

Now with the approaching season of osmanthus, this picture book is
out of press. You will find in it original thoughts, unique perspectives and
apt appreciation of Zhujiajiao’s cultural history, general appearance and
the people’s customs. You will also experience the local people’s respect
for learning and ethics, and their open mind and containing spirit. Ulti-
mately you will see the achievements they have made.

This book is presented to you as a token to welcome you to Zhujiajiao
on behalf of the sober-minded and enthusiastic local people, who believe
that exchanges of experiences and ideas is to the benefit of us all.

Jiang Yao
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Zhuji'djiaO—An Ever-Lasting Epic through History

On the map of Shanghai, Qingpu district assumes the shape of a color
butterfly over its western suburban area. Zhujiajiao, the culturally renowned
historical town, lies in the central part of this district. Here the ancient streets,
tranquil alleys, old bridges all have witnessed the vicissitudes in history, qui-
etly relating a long epic about the town’s development from the past to the
present.

In remote antiquity, Qingpu district was the first part of land in this area to
emerge from the immense ocean. Then the ancestors of Shanghai people began
cultivation as they multiplied on other places in the area, creating a splendid
prehistorical civilization. As evidence of this and to the wonder of the world,
there are such cultural relics as the jade articles in Fuquan mountain, the black
pottery in Xiyangdian, and the stone tools at the bottom of the Dianshan Lake.

Fixing your eyes on the bronze musical instrument unearthed beneath the
Dianshan Lake, you may wonder how important this area was during the Spring-
Autumn and Warring States Period. You may feel as if the ancient battle drum
beats are still resounding in your ears. The fact is that the area of what has
become today’s Shanghai successively belonged to the Yue and Chu. In 1930, a
tomb was found to prove that it was later governed by the Wu during the period
of the three kingdoms. These may all indicate that the place has experienced
various modes of civilization.

Facilitated by a complete system of close-woven watercourses, overseas
trade in Qingpu became well-developed since the very ancient time. This fact
was borne out by the lighthouse Mao Tower which was built in the Tang
Dynasty. Zhujiajiao grew faster in the Ming-Qing Period, when it gradually
gathered businessmen of all trades and over a thousand residences. In such a
process of accelerating development into prosperity, its deposit of cultural
heritages has of course become richer. Now, what is gone is gone forever, but
the lighthouse still stands there as a witness, and the gurgling water of the
Caogang River seems to be relating the whole story.

During the Ming-Qing period, as more towns were successively setup in
the area, Zhujiajiao became even more prosperous. It took different names in
this period, such as Zhujiege and Zhuxi, and was for a time reputed for having
the capacity “to clothe the world and feed all the people of the south of the
Yangtse River”. Now as you walk in an ancient street here or stand at the head
of Fangsheng Bridge to view the wide, ever-flowing water of the Caogang
River, you will probably be able to imagine its past prosperity.

During that period, Zhujiajiao first rose to be acommercial center of cotton
and cloth, attracting a chain of businessmen from various parts of the country.
Iater, as its rice market enjoyed a boom, it was considered as the No.1 business
hub in the whole area. Then in the modern time, under the influence of Shanghai,
the rise of capitalist industry in Zhujiajiao became a new momentum for
development, breathing fresh vitality in the ancient town.

In other aspects, Zhujiajiao’s development is backed up by its natural
advantages, fine scenery and generations of talented people, which helped it to
rise to the status of an influential hub of commercial and cultural activities of
the area in the earlier period of the modern times.

As we experience all the changes of the ancient town through this book, we
will see that it is a place of long history and splendid civilization, contributing
a wonderful page of glory to the history of China as well as to the history of
Shanghai.
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A Splendid Prehistoric Civilization

Situated ata pivot pointbetween Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai,
Zhujiajiao has a resourceful history and splendid culture for us to
savour.

About 7,000 years ago, Qingpu District first emerged from the
ocean when larger areas of what is now Shanghai arca were still
undersea. So, thisdistrictcan be considered as the cradle of Shanghai’s
civilization, which belonged to the Majiabang civilization (6,000
years ago). The firstancestors of Shanghai settled in Songze, Fuquan
Mountain and the surrounding areas. Here they dug Shanghai’s ear-
liest wells, grew its earliest rice, built its earliest houses, raised the
earliest animals, and also made the earliest jade and pottery objects.

Shanghai people entered a prehistoric Liang-Zhu Civilization
about 4,000 years ago. The fact bearing this out is found in the
excavations of finely polished jade objects in the Fuquan Mountain
and the black pottery in Zhujiajiao’s Xiyangdian, which came as a
surprise to the world. Liang-Zhu Civilization is known to mark the
peak of jade art in its later period in China because of its great
variety and exquisite craftsmanship.

In 1958, more than 400 objects of the New Stone Age were
landed from the bed of the Dianshan Lake, together with some de-
signed pottery pieces and bronze arrowheads of the Warring States
Period.

These relics further contributed to the importance of Zhujiajiao
as an ancient town.
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In another Excavation in the Songze Site in the Year

2004, Researchers not only Found the Remains of

Majiabang People, but also the Earliest House Foun-

dations in Shanghai
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The Restored Drawing

of the House
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One of the Two Earliest Wells of China Found in
Songze




R EEU ~mISIZRIH X RKRIE

Zhuijiajiao — An Ever-Lasting Epic through History

B ¥ Ilustration

EEd X EFE o
I o 97 1 28 B A £ S0 it i S 70 490 460 K 28 B ,

EF#m, M4, BEEE. HZHE. SERH.

24 Ak, HIH KN R AR SCfst k.
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Most of the cultural relics of the New Stone Age found in Shang-
hai lie in Qingpu. There are all together 12 such sites in Qingpu

Districtalone.
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Jade Objects Unearthed in Fuquan Mountain, with Unique Designs of Animals

Jade Objects Unearthed in Qingpu, of Majiabang Civi- Designed Pottery Unearthed in Qingpu, of Songze

Ornament Jade Unearthed in Qingpu, of Liangzhu
lization

Civilization Civilization
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The Stone Objects Found in the Lower and Middle Layers of Songze Civilization
were Made Mainly from the Lava Deposit in a Circumference of Several Kilometers.
It is Seen that the Axe Had Gone Through a Complex Process of Work in Making

A piece of Black Pottery Found in a Well of the Liangzhu Civilization, in Xivangdian

of Zhujiajiao

2l tamEHAAE VAR
Bird Design on Black Pottery
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Another piece of Black Pottery Found in a Well of the Liangzhu Civilization, in
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Xiyangdian of Zhujiajiao
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The Rise of the Silent Land to Prosperity

Because of inadequate historical records and archeological
findings, Zhujiajiao’s development before the Tang-Song Period is
for most part a silent story. However, there is a clearer picture of its
earlier conditions in the Spring- Autumn and Warring States Period,
showing that it successively belonged to the Yue and Chu.

Beginning from the Tang-Song Period, Qinglong Town quickly
rose to the status of great commercial center with the earliest inter-
national port. A galaxy of businessmen gathered here and the market
places became very busy. This certainly had great influence on the
development of Zhujiajiao. This may be borne out by the historical
Mao Tower which served the function of a lighthouse at the time
and is now still standing there to remind people of the relations
between the two towns. It may be imagined that hundreds of boats
were moored somewhere near Zhujiajiao each day at the time, carry-
ing all varieties of goods.

Anyway, extant records of the time show clearly that Zhujiajiao
became a market place in the Yuan Dynasty, after Shanghai became
acounty (in 1292). This was based on its advantageous geographical
situation and other natural conditions. At that time, it was called
Zhujia Village. It grew faster in the Ming-Qing Period, when it gradu-
ally gathered businessmen of all trades and overathousandresidences.

From assilent land to a thriving business center, the town’s grow
was gradual and yet fast. And in such of course of development, it
has accumulated arich reservoir of cultural heritage.
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The “Triple Mao” Picture Printed during Emperor Guangxu's Reign

BREBER (1190—11094)
Kz B AN #6504 L # T H
The Existing Earliest Record of Dian-
shan Lake is Seen in Yun-Jian-Zhi
(Record of Yun-Jian), Compiled during
the Period of 1190-1194 in the South Song
Dynasty.




