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Unit 71

1L

Obiceti

This unit aims to help students improve their narrating skills. The teacher should encourage
students to tell stories and express their ideas on things closely related to their lives. By the
end of this unit, students should be able to understand the main idea and the structure of
the texts, to grasp the key language points and grammatical structures of them, and get
familiar with different types of sentences (simple, compound, complex and compound-

complex sentences) .

Talk about it — Lead-in questions

These are open-ended questions.
Encourage the students to tell about the relationship between their family members. Are
they close to each other? Who is the center of the family? ...

Listen to it

spend; keep; while

dinnertime; fishing; serve; place
climbed; uncovered; poured
carefully; blue; appeared

1. family; father; money

3. wooden; sold; packing

5. watering; cutting; fetching; secret
7. treasure; wiped; wrapped

® > o
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Study Text A

Vocabulary check: Check students’ understanding of just a few key words from the
text by giving their English explanations and asking students to give the words and their
Chinese meanings.

1. a flexible, stretchable band made of rubber A2 B ; ¥ EH (elastic )
2. extended over an irregular area; sprawling £ %E[; 22ELAY (rambling)
3. throw away; reject EF;EFH (discard)
4. the state of being healthy, happy, or prosperous 48 ; 3 i# (well-being)
5. things that need attention or consideration before others {JCH T CH B
(priority)
. support the spirits, vitality, or resolution of; encourage ;5% (sustain)
7. sacredly; seriously I 3EH; JE ™ b (solemnly)
8. claborate adornment, especially fine clothing and accessories: jewelry R 44 5
HHiRE (finery)

Background information: Provide some background information for students.
About Mother’s Day

Mother’s Day is a holiday in the United States. Canada, Australia, Belgium and the
Netherlands. typically celebrated on the second Sunday in May, to celebrate motherhood —
whilst in the United Kingdom and many other countries Mother’s Day applies to what is
more formally known as Mothering Sunday. a Christian holiday on the fourth Sunday of
Lent. Often the mother receives gifts.

In 1907 Mother’s Day was first celebrated in a small private way by Anna Jarvis in
Grafton, West Virginia, to commemorate the anniversary of her mother’s death two years
earlier on May 9, 1905. Jarvis’s mother, also named Anna Jarvis, had been active in
Mother’s Day campaigns for peace and worker’s safety and health. The younger Jarvis
launched a quest to get wider recognition of Mother’s Day. The celebration organized by
Jarvis on May 10, 1908 involved 407 children with their mothers at the Andrew’s
Methodist Church in Grafton. As the custom of Mother’s Day spread, the emphasis shifted
from the pacificism and reform movements to a general appreciation of mothers. The first
official recognition of the holiday was by West Virginia in 1910. A proclamation
designating the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day was signed by U. S. president
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Woodrow Wilson on May 14, 1914.

111. Detailed study: Ask the students to read the text carefully and provide them with some
detailed explanations of the difficult language points and structures.

1.

Nevertheless . he opened the shop’s weathered door and went inside. (para. 2) X7,
BAERAETTRERIBRBAR K TE T#HE.
Here “weathered” means “seasoned by exposure to the weather”. It is the past
participle of “weather” and used as an adjective to modify “door”. The word
“weather” has the following meanings as a verb.
a. expose to the open air; subject to the action of the elements

e.g. Copper turns green as it weathers. XL fG LMLk .
b. discolor, disintegrate, wear, or otherwise affect adversely by exposure

e.g. The sun weathered the paint. H B{#iERE T,
c. come through (something) safely; survive

e.g. weather a crisis & FE LGl
Standing proud and straight in his flour-sack shirt and washed-out trousers, he told the
shopkeeper what he wanted . . . (para. 2) BREA L I FH RS 0480 B K
R T BI#EF » AT AA73 | BARME Pt sl 7 1 R TTRG B SEHt ) T A8 K2R o -
The word “stand” is not a link verb in this sentence though it is followed by two
adjectives “proud” and “straight”. The participle phrase means “The boy was standing
in front of the shopkeeper and he was proud and straight though he was in his flour-
sack shirt and washed-out trousers. ” Apart from adjectives, noun or noun phrases can
also be used in this structure. Here is an example:
e.g. He left home young and returned an old man. fth B ¥ iR B4R, 7] [B] 3k B}

BER—EBAT .

a freshening wind (para. 3) —[ETHEFTHIX
The suffix “-en” is added to an adjective or a noun to form a verb with the meaning of
“cause to be...” or “cause to have”.
(1) adj. + *“-en”

e.g. darken, deepen, harden, loosen. sharpen, shorten, soften, tighten, widen
(2) n. + “-en”

e.g. frighten, hearten, heighten, lengthen. strengthen
The boy’s hand tightly clutched the five-cent pieces as he ran the two kilometers home .
(para. 5) HETFERREEBERRMAMEROEN . BB THAREFEK.
The word *“as” is a conjunction introducing the adverbial clause of time with the
meaning of “at the same time that; while”.

e.g. Recuben exclaimed as he ran to her side. &7 505 % MR b B4 .
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When used as a conjunction to introduce adverbial clauses, “as” also means:

a. for the reason that; because:
e.g. As there was very little support, the strike was not successful. B8 F|

SHF BRI,
b. in the manner or way that:
e.g. Type it again as I showed you a moment ago. &N A ERGEGHREBEN
ERIT—H.
c. to the same degree or quantity that; often used as a correlative after “so” or “as”.
e.g. He is as quick in answering as his sister (is). i FfthiH 40 52 B —#Ee .
The situation is not so bad as you suggest. 1503 ANRIREHIIR 208 .
Near his house stood the ancient barn that housed the family’s goats and chickens.
(para. 6) TEMIZRF FHNA—MBRIBRM O BEHE A ZNENY,
The subject-verb order of this sentence is reversed because the subject is long. The
normal order should be: “The ancient barn that housed the family’s goats and chickens
stood near his house. ”
In the sentence the word “stand” means “to be placed or situated”.
e.g. The building stands at the corner. FFEE K BEA; T4 fa kb,
. Dora lifted the lid . tears beginning to blur her vision. (para. 21) Z=hi3IHF&%,H
TKEEM T i RRER
The second half of the sentence “tears beginning to blur her vision” is called an absolute
construction in English grammar. The subject of the absolute construction is different
from that of the main sentence. An absolute construction functions as an adverbial in a
sentence and is always used to describe an activity or a situation that happens or exits at
the same time. Here are several basic types of absolute constructions:
a. noun/pronoun + participle
e.g. He lay on his back, his hands crossed under his head. fi{PE S E, T
HAERf

b. noun/pronoun + adjective
e.g. He entered the room, his nose red with cold. fthi# 7 /&, BFIHEBLLOH.
¢. noun/pronoun + infinitive
e.g. Here are the first two volumes. the third one to come out next month.
X BRI, B R T A it
d. noun/pronoun + prepositional phrase
e.g. After killing the Japanese soldier, the two partisans ran away, rifle in
hand. ML GITIE TR B AR EHBE T M F R &H
KB,

e. noun/pronoun + adverb
e.g. He put on his socks, the wrong side out. {3 FERT.
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1V. More questions for comprehension

1.

5.

Why did Reuben stand proud and straight in front of the shopkeeper although he was in
rags and had no money to buy what he wanted? (para. 2)

What does the sentence “There was purpose in his loping stride” (para. 3) mean?
Please paraphrase “All summer long. despite chores at home — weeding and watering
the garden, cutting wood and fetching water — Ruben kept to his secret task.” (para. 9)
In paragraph 10 there is such a sentence: “The time had come!” What does “the time”
refer to?

What is Reuben’s mission?

Answers for reference.

1.

Because Reuben was encouraged by the thought of buying a gift for his mother on
Mother’s Day and he felt very proud of doing so. He also firmly believed that he would
make enough money by himself to buy the brooch in the near future.

This sentence shows the happiness and determination of Reuben.

During the whole summer, Reuben never stopped doing his secret task although at the
same time he had to do many chores at home. He had to weed and water the garden,
cut wood and fetch water.

Here “the time” refers to the time when Reuben had saved enough money for the
brooch. And it also means Mother’s Day had come.

Reuben’s mission is to earn enough money with his own hands to buy his beloved
mother a precious gift on Mother’s Day.

V. Useful expressions: Draw students’ attention to the following useful expressions from
the text and ask them to make sentences with those in bold.

bt
e

right now SR, Bk

in a flurry Ptk 7K

burst into (BB el RRHH
arrive at B35 Kk

be about to BE;EiTE

close up XM &1

be close to EESRE SRR

wipe off S IP NS

burst through AR

gather into one’s arms R R
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V1. Discussion (pair work or group work): Ask students to discuss the following
questions.

1.

Suppose you were Ruben, what would you do to make enough money to buy a gift for

your mother?
Children’s love for their parents always seems unmatchable to their parents’ love for

them. Do you agrec with this opinion? Why or why not?

About the discussion:

1.

The question will stimulate the students to look at their life experience in the light of
the text. Nowadays young people are more capable and smarter. Students may come up
with many good ideas and suggestions in dealing with such problems. For example, they
may mention doing part-time jobs or the money award they get in some academic programs.
This is an open-ended question. The teacher could first make out how many students
agree with this view and how many don’t, and then ask the students to seek for some
examples in literary works, history and real life. The teacher could organize a debate
between the students who go for the opinion and who go against it. Let the students use
the examples they just found to support their views.

Study the dialogue

Listen to the dialogue
1.

Ask students to listen to the tape and see if they can get the main idea of the dialogue.
If they have any problem. find out where the difficulty lies.

Ask students to listen to the tape again and try to figure out the meaning of these
expressions;

be interested in (Xifees--- J&PLHR) s as a matter of fact (L |, 3EFR F) s keep fit ({f4F
{5 ;in great shape (HHHRYF, JEAKET) s spare time (kAR [a] , 738 B ED)

. Ask students to listen to the tape the third time and try to understand the dialogue with

the help of the notes given.

(1) As a matter of fact, I think my favorite non-work activity is dancing. F3L |,
INARBERERIRTES RS,
non-work activity 382 THELISMRIIE S,

(2) Sure do. HREK,
iX B /) Sure do. J& Sure I like disco. f R 82103 .

(3) Tell me about your other hobbies beside travel and dance. BEF UL T 51T 1Bk
B2 IMRPHLE BT
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beside = in addition to K-+ Z5b
In modern English the meaning of “in addition to” and “except for” is conveyed
more often by “besides” than “beside”.

(4) And I have heard that “love works in mysterious ways”. Tt X HE )i« “ &

ERIEA TR IR

mysterious = arousing wonder and inquisitiveness

e.g. mysterious truths #F I A o] FRMF A B 32

1. Practice speaking

1. Ask students to read the dialogue aloud and try to imitate the pronunciation and
intonation of the speakers on the tape.

2. Ask students to role-play the dialogue.
3. Ask students to make a dialogue with the help of the words and expressions given

below.
A: B:
What kinds of. .. do you like in your spare time? I am interested in. . .
Do you like...? Oh, my favorite. . . is...
Tell me about. . . besides. . . I enjoy. . .
sport novel music tennis badminton skate
science fiction thriller biography pop classical blues

Study Text B

1. Vocabulary check: Check students’ understanding of just a few key words from the
text by giving their English explanations and asking students to give the words and their
Chinese meanings.

1. the state of being directed or drawn toward a common center £H,HEH

(concentration)
2. thin; weak JHEM;EHN (emaciated)
3. fit to be eaten A EFK (edible)
4. understand the meaning or nature of something; comprehend 404 ;¥ ## (fathom)
5. carefully; prudently /v, E{E M (cautiously)
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6. victory; conquest JEF; fEAR (triumph)

feeling; sensibility 15/ ; BE (emotion)

a dream arousing feelings of intense fear, horror. and distress BE%S, B/&
(nightmare)
9. unwillingly; loathly A& JEHE ; §h158 H (reluctantly)
10. sensitive; easily broken or damaged BUH; METTH (delicate)

Background information: Provide some background information for students.
About Nazi Concentration Camps

A concentration camp is a detention site outside the normal prison system created for
military or political purposes to confine. terrorize, and, in some cases, kill civilians. In
Germany, the Nazis established concentration camps almost immediately after assuming
power on January 30, 1933. A decree in February removed the constitutional protection
against arbitrary arrest. The security police had the authority to arrest anyone and to
commit that person to a camp for an indefinite period. The political police, known as the
Gestapo, imposed “protective custody” on a wide variety of political opponents: communists,
socialists, religious dissenters, Jehovah’s Witnesses. and Jews. The criminal police, known
as the Kripo, imposed “preventive arrest” on professional criminals and numerous groups
of so-called asocial people: Roma (Gypsies) , homosexuals. and prostitutes. They operated
the camps with brutal military discipline. During the 1930s six major camps were
established. In 1939 these camps held about 25,000 prisoners.

During World War [[ the camps increased in size and number. Auschwitz, one of the
most notorious camps was built during this period of time. Millions of prisoners entered
these camps from every occupied country of Europe: Jews, partisans, Soviet prisoners of
war, and impressed foreign laborers. Inmates were worked to death in industries. Those
who could no longer work were killed by gassing, shooting, or fatal injections. Inmates
were also used for “medical experiments”. Early in 1945 the camp population exceeded
700,000.

During World War [I the Nazis also established extermination centers to kill entire
populations. There the Nazis systematically gassed millions of Jews and thousands of Roma
and Soviet prisoners of war. More than 6 million people, the majority of whom were Jews,
perished in the Nazi camps.

Detailed study: Ask students to read the text carefully and provide them with some
detailed explanations of the difficult language points and structures.

1. Edible food seems like a dream. (para. 2) FRIRZHERTGEREB—HEAT K.
2. She stops and looks at me with sad eyes, eyes that seem to say that she understands. . .
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(para. 2) #1457 TR, AR EER ., AR BIFAER, ihIEAEIR -
In the first sentence “seem” is a link verb while in the second one “seem” is an
intransitive verb.
When used as a link verb, the word “seem” is always followed by adjectives.
participles, nouns, and prepositional phrases.
e.g. The doctor seemed very capable. i PEAFIRKIRRET.
His first memories seemed connected with work. i & #] #2412 100 F 71 T4k
XK.
Well, that seems not a bad idea. "8, X FEMAEN T E.
You seem in high spirits, Mary.v HEE , AR IFAR B A G F
When used as an intransitive verb, “seem” is always followed by infinitive phrases.
e.g. He seemed to regard it as a small triumph. it {{-F 20X 24 iR — K /NP
REF]
He seems to have lost all desire to write. fifllF-2k = T BYERI & FRAKEE,
They seemed to be doing alright. fifiJ&E ALK TR A4,
The next day, I cannot help myself — I am drawn at the same time to that spot near the
fence. (para. 4) XK, RIEAERRTER B HGK 5| 5 T 538 8K 24 A
H T
The phrase “cannot help oneself” means “cannot refrain oneself from”. Other phrases
with “cannot help” are:
a. “cannot help (it)”: cannot avoid, cannot control
e.g. I cannot help his being so foolish. ftiX 4 BRI, ik,
b. “cannot help doing”: cannot resist doing
e.g. She couldn’t help laughing. i Z R A%,

. we are being shipped to another camp. (para. 6) FAPKEHER S —NEHE,
The present progressive can be used to refer to activities and events planned for the
future. Generally an adverbial is necessary unless the meaning is clear from the
context. '

e.g. We are spending next winter in Australia. B KIRNTRAERAFIT T,
The use of the present progressive is also commonly associated with future arrival and
departure and occurs with verbs like “arrive”. “come”. “go”, “leave”, etc. to describe
travel arrangements:
e.g. Don’t go away. The bus is coming. H|FEF. FEFEXRT.

He is arriving tomorrow morning on the T37 train. fib B B % T37 WH| %
Roma gets a far away look in her eyes, as if she is remembering something painful yet
sweet. (para. 13) FEIMBRMFKKGESE 5 i (E EHZE T 2 FREA L FHERESE .

In this sentence the word “look” is a noun meaning “a gaze or glance expressive of
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something”, in Chinese “HR##”.
The conjunction “as if” means “in the same way that it would be if”. Usually, the

clause introduced by “as if” should be in the subjunctive mood.
e.g. He closed his eyes as if he too were tired. flifA T R , I AR &,

We felt as if we had witnessed the whole thing. FR{TEE {5 IR H g T8

HHE,

I remember it as vividly as if it occured tonight. FRiFMWHLICE . 4 sh3 L LT

BRALAESK.
But sometimes the clause could be in the indicative mood when the predicate verb of
the sentence is in present tense, and especially when they are verbs like “look”,
“seem”, “taste”. “smell”, and etc.
e.g. This meat tastes as if it has already gone bad. X AREFEFRIFEIRT .

It looks as if it is going to rain. B F EMBETHT .
The phrase “as if” could always be substituted by the phrase “as though”.
e.g. They sat and looked at him as though he was disturbing them. flifiJ22 F R E &

i, SR AE LA AT IR T i A7]

He spoke so casually as though the matter was of little consequence. fih {42

MHIRIEEXFE RITREAEAEE,

6. There was a boy there, a prisoner. and for a long while . I used to visit him every day
and bring him apples. (para. 15) SEHEEAE—-IANE, BN B . YEHBEK—B
], R R LB, B A EER . |
The phrase “used to do” means “something often happened in the past”.

e.g. He didn’t use to/used not to like fish (but now he does). fth1t £ AN E Wiz

[(REERT].

It used to be believed that the Earth is flat. AfiTidZ— LA R HIEREFHY,
Another similar phrase “be used to something/doing something” should be paid
attention to. It means “in the habit of; be accustomed to”. In this phrase “used” is
actually an adjective.

e.g. I am used to the noise. FXXMBEEFO LB T .
I am not used to spicy food. A JIBI- EHKAY).
I never got used to going to bed so late. FRIGIXEET X 4B | REER

1V. More questions for comprehension

1. Analyze the structure of “She stops and looks at me with sad eyes, eyes that seem to say
that she understands. that she, too. cannot fathom why I am here.” (para. 2)

2. Why did the author feel ashamed for the girl to see him like that when they first met?
(para. 2)

i, Lo_ ENGLISH FROM SCRATCH BOOK 3 TEACHER'S BOOK



3. How do you understand the sentences “She is feeding more than my belly, this angel
from heaven. She is feeding my soul. And somehow, I know I am feeding hers as
well.” (para. 5)7

4. Why do immigrants talk “in that delicate way” (para. 11) when they ask one another
about the years during the war? '

Answers for reference: .

1. “She” is the subject of the sentence. The part “stops and looks at” is the predicate of
the sentence. “Me” is the object and the prepositional phrase “with sad eyes” is the
adverbial of the sentence. The clause “that seem to say that she understands, that she,
too, cannot fathom why I am here” is an appositive clause to explain the former
“eyes”. This appositive clause also contains three minor objective clauses, which are
“that she understands”, “that she, too, cannot fathom” and “why I am here”.

2. Because he wished to project a fine image before her.

3. The apple the girl brought to the boy is not only feeding his belly but also a symbol of
love and friendship. During that hard times, the bonds between people were very weak
and nobody dared to be friendly to Jews. So to the boy the girl’s kindness is the cure
against his fear and pain and the remedy for his wounded soul. And it is the same to the
girl. Friendship is also very precious to her. .

4. Because they are afraid of mentioning the painful years. They don’t want to touch the
saddest and darkest part of their memories.

V. Useful expressions: Draw students’ attention to the following useful expressions from
the text and ask them to make sentences with those in bold.

1. "back and forth KR H, S [El i
2. glance up BL—-%F
3. in time P d:5)
4. cannot help oneself A B ANREE H
5. hold to B8
6. gaze at AT H
7. at least U _
8. used to do FEL2HOB|EHRT
9. afterall BX

10. on earth RE

VI. Discussion (pair work or group work) : Ask students to discuss the following questions.

1. What do you think of Herman and Roma’s love story? Is it romantic or heart-breaking?
2. Herman and Roma have been through the most difficult time together. An English
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