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Foreword

This book project demonsirates our efforts in
empirical studies on China’s criminal procedure system.
In the past two decades, China witnessed rapid
academic progress in the study on the criminal
procedure system, with outstanding reform results for
China’s criminal procedure legislation. However, we
have to recognize that the full-fledged progress has not
yet been on the way in the legislative side, causing
countless problems in practice. For this, I offered my
view on the Domestic and Overseas Law Studies 2002
(4). As time passed by, 1 developed an increasing
awareness of the relation of reform failures and
theoretical areas not yet being studied, particularly in
my understanding of China’s criminal procedure
operation mechanism. Due to this reason, [ began in
the past 2 — 3 years to readjust my ways and methods of
research, and to, while continuing my pluralistic
research, focus more on empirical side on China's

operation context of the criminal procedure system-my
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primary efforts in the past few years. This book offers a picture of practical
efforts of the research team under my leadership. However, due to shortage
of hands and funds, this book, incapable of an empirical study on all
significant issues, has to concentrate on those issues that have not been
studied fully or considerably, such as criminal investigation. It is without
question that we experienced all sorts of difficulties and challenges in our
practical study, such as in collecting evidences, evidence analysis, and
inference from evidences to theory, statistics, and graphic uses. It is indeed
2 new research mode for scholars like us who are accustomed to theoretical
models. In spite of this, we persevered with outcomes that are subject to
review and cnoticism of our readers. At all events, we understand the inital
nature of our study, and will sure improve ourselves in our future research.
As an empirical study on law, this book is completed under my full charge.
I am responsible for quality of the research concerning the ways and methods
of research, proposal of important concepts and argumentation, etc. 1
reviewed and revised all papers at least 5 10 6 times, at most a dozen times,
and averagely 7 to 8 times. There is no shirking of my duties to personally
interview writers of field investigations to ensure the quality of their reports. 1
would like extend my warm gratitude to dedication and enthusiasm of major
research members ( MA Jinghua, LIU Fangquan, GUO Song, ZHAO
Kainian, TANG Xuvelian) , investigators and my students who help to clear
up the book draft { LAN Rongjie, LIN Xifen, FENG Lu, HE Xiaxi, BAI
Bing, LIU Mingzhong, CHENG Jincun, LI Gang, SHANG Jigang, WANG
Xiaoli, LU Shan, ZHANG Huimin, CHEN Yuan, XU Yanzhe, PENG Mei,
YAO Jian) , as well as people of anthority organs who help us a great deal.
Most of our research is generously supported by Madam LIU Xiaedi and
officials of the Ford Foundation, to whom I would like to extend my speciat
thanks, Furthermore, China Law Society listed this project in the 2005
Ministerial Project ( CLS (2006) WT06). And, for relativity of the book’s



Foreword

thesis, we collected two academic papers: 1) Lawyers in Investigation:
Focus on Lawyer's Interview; 2 ) Examination and Reconsideration of
Investigation Supervision System. The former is supported by the Sino-US
Law Cooperalioﬁ Fund and Dr. John Smagula with the School of Law,
Temple University, USA. The latter is supported by the Chinese Supreme
Court as its key research project. I would like to express my special thanks to
all of them. Of course, as the academic leader of the Sichuan University
Innovation Base for Religious and Social Research, which is listed in the
National “985 Project”, 1 would like to express my sincere gratitude to
erminent professor Qing Xitai, who is a chief scientist of the Base, for his

greal support in my research as well as the publication of this book.

ZU0 Weimin,
Januvary 26, 2007

At sunny campus, Sichuan University
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