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Abstract

Abstract

Following researches on “Kula comrmunity” and “Jiangcun com-
munity”, studying urban ethnic group community is the third move-
ment of anthropology and ethnology. The multi-nationalities in Chi-
nese cities provide rich resources and space for the native study of
urban anthropology and ethnology. The west of China is the main
area inhabited by minorities, The development of the market econo-
my and launching the open-up of the western regions will surely
speed up the urbanization and modernization of the ethnic regions in
the west. As a result, it is of great importance to study the urban
minority community in the west of China. Researches on the Hui
Muslim community that has been living for generations and widely
scattered in Chinese cities, in particular, demonstrate high academic
value and serve as a good example for understanding the cultural e-
volution of urban minorities against a background of urbanization
and modernization.

Taking Hui Muslim communities in the four capital cities inclu-
ding Xi’ an, Lanzhou, Xi’ ning and Yinchuan in the northwest of
China as well as employing theories and approaches of anthropolo-
gy, ethnology, sociology and history, the book does a systematic re-

search on the urban Hui Muslim community and its cultural transi-
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tion in the historical evolution of relationships between nation and
society, in the light of interactions between great and little tradi-
tions, between urban pluralistic cultures. Moreover, an analysis is
made of the social network structure in Hui Muslim community, re-
vealing its “five-dimensional ” social structure and the nature of its
“living pattern constructed in mobilization”, with reference to “Ku-
la” policy by B. K. Malinowski, the Market-Economic Space theo-
ry of G. w. Skinner, the Integration Patterns of Social Economy
by K + Planyiand, and “the Social Network Structure” of sociology.
Along the axe of history it is shown how the Hui Muslim community
was formed and how its culture underwent evolution and develop-
ment when interacting and adjusting with the nation and pluralistic
cultures of ethnic groups. In the modern dimension changes in the
geographic structure of Hui Muslim community and its all-round
cultural influence are studied — especially the radical change in the
sub-social humanism environment on which Hui Muslim community
relies, the weakening of informal controls within the community,
the remarkable decrease of social communication and interaction
within the community, the weakening influence of the traditional
community center, i. e. , mosque of Hui Muslim community, the
disaggregation of the traditional geographic inhabitance structure of
Hui community, the vanishing of cultural circumstances for cultural
inheritance and dissemination, as well as socialization of Hui Muslim
children, the social reorganization necessary for the cultural dissemi-
nation, innovation and development due to the disaggregation of the
traditional geographic structure. It is found that the social transition
is in the meantime remedying the cultural impact and consumption
through system restructuring, innovation and culture import. The

transition is drifting in the swift torrents of urban modernization,
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confronted with a hard choice between tradition and modernization,
modernization and Hanization, modernization and westernization.
The urban Hui Muslim community is seeking its new position in a
changing urban society full of tension, disorder, disaggregation, ad-
justment and reorganization.

As urbanization is the only way for modernization, Hui Mus-
lims cannot avoid witnessing a painful transformation from tradition
to modernization. The continuation of tradition is the very prerequi-
site and foundation for modernization; otherwise modernization will
lose its root and source because of traditional discontinuation and de-
fault. On the other hand, tradition in itself will become stagnant
and lifeless without the cultural self-consciousness. It is therefore
the only way of their survival and development for the Hui Muslims
to realize modernization of their own tradition through cultural self-

consciousness.
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