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Young At Heart, Worthy of Respect

Mr. Li Deyun’s newly published calligraphy book is a gem and a welcome addition to Xinjiang’s calligraphers’

circle. I send my personal congratulations from far away Shanghai.

More than 20 years ago, | met with Mr. Li for the first time in an arts show. His warmth and modesty made me
feel like an old friend to him. Later on, I was more impressed with his down to earth personality which allows
him to devote his time to public and charitable activities. While he was working for the bank, he received
numerous awards. In 2005, after his retirement, he was still honored for his contributions to the community.
Personally, 1 could feel his strong support and contribution to the development of Xinjiang Calligraphers
Association; he donated his art works to fund raising; he participated in local community services; he volunteered

in organizing exhibitions. In the past several years, he made enormous contribution to the association and was

honored "Virtue and Art" for his tireless efforts in 2006.

Shandong is Confucius” home where Mr. Li was brought up with virtues of kindness, modesty, warmth and
diligence. He was nurtured with Chinese culture. His first name, Deyun means “virtue sky” and ‘rhythm” and can
also be translated as “spring water”. He was born in 1937 in Lai Zhou City, Shandong Province. In his early age,
he was influenced by his uncle’s folk art and became interested in calligraphy. In 1957, he joined the navy and
continued his art work which brought him lots of awards. Then he went to work at Commercial Industrial Bank
of Commerce in Xinjiang where he could work and practice calligraphy at the same time. His hobby preoccupied
all his time. He then realized that he needed instructions from masters. During 1985—1988, he took a continuing
education course from several master calligraphers including Ouyang Zhongshi and learned the systematic theories
and skills. In 1994, he went to Qingdao Calligraphy School to study with Liu Yi, Huang Xiang, Zhang Rongging
and others. His skills and techniques improved greatly. His works were selected in national and international
exhibitions and won top awards. His calligraphy was published in “China’s Contemporary Calligraphy Dictionary”;

art lovers in Korea and Japan collected many of his calligraphic works and called me to ask for more.

Mr. Li started from Tang Style Calligraphy and has now mastered big and small strokes at ease. The most difficult
small strokes, characterized by its bold but vivid form, are his repertory master pieces that won him awards and
praises. Mr. Li has devoted all his life to his calligraphy. This publication is the result of all theses years hard work
and shows his determination to continue to study. It is a testimony that he is still eager to learn and young at

heart. 1 believe that with his personality, knowledge, diligence, he will continue to produce more and better

works in the near future.

Zhao Yanliang

Mr. Zhao Yanliang is member of China Arts and Culture Association, Executive Director of China

Calligraphers Association and Honorary Chairman of Xinjiang Calligraphers Association.
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