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1. Pre-reading comprehension
Before reading the text, try to answer the following questions.

Section | Reading for comprehension

1) To the best of your knowledge, what are the main purposes of legislation?
2) Do you believe a severe sentence can really work to reform the criminals? )
3) How do you feel inwardly if you know one of your relatives or friends breaks the law consciously or

unconsciously?
4) How do you think of both equality and justice in a lawsuit?

Now READ the following passage and check your understanding.

Woman Shot After Escape from Tennl Jail

A jail escapee who stole a deputy’s gun and patrol car and then
kidnapped her 3-year-old son was shot Friday as she held the gun to the
boy’s head in a standoff with police. The boy, splattered with his
mother’s blood, was not injured.

Karen Lovell, who was serving time for harassment and stalking,
was taken to a Chattanooga hospital, where officials refused to release her
condition. She was shot in the head.

DeKalb County Sheriff Lloyd Emmons said Capt. Mark Collins was
standing about 10 feet away from Lovell when he shot her outside a home
in this rural town 60 miles southeast of Nashville.

“She actually put the gun to the baby’s head and she said, ‘I’m going
to kill him.” She gritted her teeth and closed her eyes,” said Emmons,
who saw the shooting. “It was just like she was waiting to hear the shot.”

Collins caught the boy before Lovell fell. Collins was later seen
sobbing and being comforted by his fellow deputies.

According to Emmons, Lovell faked a seizure Thursday night and
was taken to a hospital for evaluation. She was returned to the DeKalb
County jail early Friday when she somehow got a deputy’s gun and car

B 1. Tenn.: an abbreviation for Tennessee, a southeastern state in the U.S.

standoff /'stendof/ n. A4y 1,
Ft e '

harassment / 'haerss“r‘hé‘n"t./" n. i,

L

grit /grit/ vt. HfBS



keys, and stole his patrol car.

She forced her way into the home of her sister, who had legal custody
of her son, Kadan. She took her son at gunpoint and shot her sister’s dog.

A short time later, Lovell ditched the patrol car and disappeared on
foot in dense woods not far from her sister’s home. She was spotted hours
later about a half-mile from her sister’s house.

Collins, with his gun still in his holster, got close enough to talk with
Lovell and raised his arms. He told her he would put his gun down if she
would put hers down.

Lovell alternated between pointing the gun at the boy’s head and
waving it at officers. Collins opened fire when she threatened to kill the

boy.

“He had no choice in the matter. We all wish it hadn’t ended this way,
but she made the choice for us,” Emmons said.

Lovell pleaded guilty Feb. 28 to two counts of telephone harassment
and one count of stalking a Smithville neighbor. She was sentenced to
nearly a year in jail.

(Words: 390)

2. Comprehension check

Choose the best answer according to the ideas expressed in the text.

1) Who shot at the jail escapee according to the passage?
A. Karen Lovell.
B. Lloyd Emmons.
C. Mark Collins.
D. Kadan.

2) The word “deputy” (Para. 1, Line 1) means
A. businessman
B. agent
C. manager
D. policeman

custody /'kastadi/ n. WP

ditch /ditf/ ve. IEGKEL) AN
L3

holster /‘houlsta(r)/ n. FHE fEFE



3) When she was spotted, Lovell
A. went home to see her son
B. shot at her sister's dog
C. threatened to kill her son
D. tried to run away

4) Lovell kidnapped her son because
A. she was in need of a lot of money
B. she wanted to escape from jail
C. she wanted to challenge the police
D. she wanted to hold him hostage

5) It can be inferred from the passage that
A. Lovell lost legal custody of her son because she was serving time in jalil
B. Lovell really loved her son so much so that she escaped from jail
C. Lovell lost consciousness
D. Lovell felt sorry for her son

3. Discussion
1) How did Lovell escape from jail late Thursday?
2) How did the police feel after Lovell was shot down?
3) Who do you think was responsible for the whole thing according to the passage?

Section Il Practical reading comprehension

Passage 1

When my father died 15 years ago, my brother and I inherited the old
Midwestern farmhouse our grandparents had purchased in the 1930s. I
was the one who decided to give up my harried existence as a teacher in  harry /'heert/ ve. 788, FE N
New York City and make a life in this idyllic village, population 350, in  idyllic /1'dilik/ a. H &A%Y
northern Michigan.

A full-time job in the English department of a nearby college quickly
followed. I settled into small-town life, charmed by a community where
your neighbors are also your friends and no one worries about locking a

door. Eventually I forgot about the big-city stress of crowds, noise and
crime.

I felt safe enough to keep my phone number listed so colleagues and



students could reach me after hours. I was totally unprepared when I
returned home one evening to an answering machind filled with inco-
herent and horribly threatening messages. I could identify the voice—
it belonged to a former student of mine. Shocked and frightened, I called
911, and an officer arrived in time to pick up the phone and hear the man
threaten to rape and kill me. The cop recognized the caller as the stalker
in a similar incident that had been reported a few years before, and
immediately rushed me out of the house. I soon learned that my would-
be assailant had been arrested, according to police, drunk, armed with
a 19-inch double-edged knife and just minutes from my door.

It was revealed in court testimony that my stalker was a schizo-
phrenic who had fallen through the cracks of the mental-health systeml.
In spite of my 10-year personal-protection order, I live with the fear that
he will return unsupervised to my community. Time and again, col-
leagues and friends have urged me to get a gun to protect myself.

And why shouldn’t I? This part of rural Michigan is home to an avid
gun culture. Nov. 15, the opening day of deer-hunting season, is all but
an official holiday. It is not uncommon to see the bumper sticker
CHARLTON HESTON IS MY PRESIDENT displayed, along with a
gun rack, on the back of local pickup trucks.

A good friend recommended several different handguns. The assis-
tant prosecutor on the case told me I’d have no problem getting a

concealed-weapons permit. A female deputy offered to teach me how to
shoot.

But I haven’t gotten a gun, and I’'m not going to. When I questioned
them, my friends and colleagues had to admit that they’ve used guns only
for recreational purposes, never for self-defense. The assistant prosecu-
tor said that he would never carry a concealed weapon himself. And an
ex-cop told me that no matter how much you train, the greatest danger is
of hurting yourself.

The truth is when you keep a gun for self-protection, you live with
constant paranoia. For me, owning a gun and practicing at a target range
would be allowing my sense of victimization to corrupt my deepest

B 1. an answering machine: a telephone with recording and answering function.

incoherent / inkou'hisront/ a.

EHRY

stalker /'sto:ka(r)/ n. {5

assailant /o'serlont/ n. Y%

testimony /'testimony/ n. iE i, if
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schizophrenic / skidzou'frenik/ n.
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unsupervised /an's juzpavarzd/ a.
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012. ...had fallen through the cracks of the mental-health system: They had been homeless because of their poor mental health.
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values.

" Contrary to all the pro-gun argumentsl, I don’t believe guns are
innocent objects. If they were, “gunnies” wouldn’t display them as snuff out K
badges of security and freedom. When someone waves a gun around, he  deterrent /dr'terant/ n. i 1k4,
or she is advertising the power to snuff out life. But guns are no  EfE4y
deterrent. Like nuclear weapons, they only ensure greater devastation devastation / devo'steifon/ n. 8%
when conflict breaks out or the inevitable human error occurs. o, B
(Words: 558)

Choose the best answer to each question based on the information from the passage.

1. One of the main reasons why the narrator moved from New York City to a small town in northern
Michigan 15 years ago was that
A. her father bought her a farmhouse there
B. she and her brother bought a house there
C. she inherited a farmhouse from her grandparents there
D. she was tired of the hurried life in New York City

2. What happened to the narrator one night after she settled in the small town?
A. She was attacked by a man at home.
B. She received a telephone message threatening to attack her.
C. She found her house had been broken into.
D. She saw a message on the door threatening to attack her.

3. By saying “This part of rural Michigan is home to an avid gun culture” the narrator means
A. in rural Michigan guns are used at home for recreational purposes
B. this part of Michigan is a place where various guns are produced
C. the people in that part of Michigan are habitually fond of guns
D. a lot of guns are home-made in rural Michigan

4. According to the passage, what do you think the narrator would do when the ex-cop said that “no matter
how much you train, the greatest danger is of hurting yourself?
A. She would agree with him.
B. She would disagree with him.
C. She would feel puzzled.
D. She would criticize him.

3. contrary to all the pro-gun arguments: in opposition to all the arguments in favor of having guns.



5. The narrator doesn’t think “guns are innocent objects”, because she believes that

A. guns’ power of damage is as large as nuclear weapons

B. guns have the power of killing and can bring disaster to the persons in conflict

C. guns can be used to protect their owners in fight
D. guns have the power of protecting life in conflict

Passage 2

Several years ago, one of the news feature shows on television had
an interviewer talking with a freckle-faced, redheaded 12-year-old boy.
The interview was taking place in a maximum-security prison yard.

When asked what he had done to warrant being in the prison, the
youngster related how he had been spotted by local police as he drove a
stolen car. After a high-speed chase, he crashed into an interstate
highway roadblock. Several state and local law enforcement agencies
and dozens of police cars were involved.

The interviewer asked if the child was sorry for what he had done
because it had resulted in a sentence to an adult maximum-security
prison. The boy responded that he would do it again because it was the
“greatest day” of his life!

“It was just like Smokey and the Bandit (a popular chase film)!” the
boy effused. Clearly, he continued after a period of months to be caught
up in the childish excitement of his criminal act. A mature sorrow for his
actions and the resulting punishment were absent. Children are immature
by definition.

This practice of locking up young people with adult criminals
harked back to the policies of the 1700s, when offenders, regardless of
age, were thrown together in poorhouses and workhouses. The resuits
were predictable. The young people got worse as a result of exposure to
the more-hardened criminals. It is hard to believe that, with the amount
of scientific evidence we have generated over the last 100 years, political
leaders still believe it is a good idea to lock misbehaving children up with
adult criminals.

Today, there are thousands of young people living desperate lives

freckle-faced /'frekl, feist/ a. &
Kl
a maximum-security prison %2

interstate /,inta'stert/ a. MBriy

effuse /i."f];u:z/ vt. 8% -
be caught up In JTiE T

hark back to $2], 8F
poorhouse /'pushaus/ n. BT, IF
#Hh

workhouse /'wa:khaus/ n. Bf{LEz,
€30

misbéhaving /misbr'heiviy/ a. 7
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locked away in adult prisons. Across the nation, the U.S. Department of
Justice estimates there were about 5,500 juveniles being held in adult
prisons in the late 1990s. There is little doubt that there are more than that
now. Additionally, there are over 9,000 youths being held in the nation’s
adult jails.

(Words: 327)

Choose the best answer to each question based on the information from the passage.

6. Which of the following statements is NOT true according to the passage?
A. The juveniles are held in adult prisons today. ‘
B. The police still believe in the old way of locking up the young people with adult criminals.
C. Positive measures should be taken to establish special places for kids only.
D. The government has already taken effective measures to better the juveniles’ situation in adult jail.

7. What can we learn from the passage?
A. The 12-year-old boy felt sorry for his wrongdoing.
B. The 12-year-old boy would realize his wrongdoing if he was not held in adult jail.
C. The 12-year-old boy enjoyed a nice feeling of committing a wrongdoing.
D. Nothing can be done to change the 12-year-old lawbreaker’s attitude.

8. The word “more-hardened” (Para. 5, Line 5) means .
A. strong B. powerful C. stubborn D. indifferent

9. According to the passage, children rarely express sorrow for their action because
- A. they are immature mentally B. they are as desperate as adult criminals
C. they need good family education D. they hate severe punishment

10. According to the passage, the writer’s attitude is .
A. doubtful B. critical C. indifferent D. sympathetic

Passage 3

Edwardsville, Kan. (AP)—"“An emergency medical technician and
a paramedic were shot to death early Saturday in an apparent ambush,”  paramedic / pzro'medik/ n. {82
authorities said. “The paramedic’s husband, who was a suspect in the A f}
murders, apparently committed suicide later,” authorities said. ambush /‘@mbuf/ n. 38K, Kk

Authorities found the two medics—Tye Brown, 31, and Katherine



Malone, 30—dead at a fire station shortly after midnight, said Eric
Dooley, a spokesman for Metropolitan Ambulance Service Trusdl, an
ambulance service for the two-state Kansas City area.

The pair, who lived together, had been shot multiple times, said
Kansas City, Kan. police Capt. John Cosgrove.

Police obtained a murder warrant for Malone’s ex-husband, Mat-
thew Bass, 37, Cosgrove said. Authorities confirmed Saturday night that
Bass had committed suicide about 7 a.m. Saturday in the Kansas City
suburb of Lee’s Summit, Mo He had been charged Saturday morning
before his body was positively identified.

Malone had obtained a protection order against her former husband,
Cosgrove said.

The pair of medics were the only people working overnight at the fire
station in Edwardsville. Dooley said the pair had recently returned from
a call when they were paged to respond to a new incident.

“When they failed to respond, and dispatcher was unable to contact
them by radio or telephone, authorities were sent to the fire station, where
the bodies were found,” Dooley said.

“Other than having an armed guard on every station all the time,
there was nothing we could have done to prevent this,” he said.

They were the first workers with the ambulance service killed in the
line of duty. Another paramedic with the service was shot and wounded
in February after arriving at the scene of a fire and explosion in south
Kansas City, Mo.

“They were good, hard-working employees,” Dooley said. “We lost
two members of our family last night tragically and unnecessarily.”

The Edwardsville station is located in a semi-rural area on the edge
of Kansas City, Kan.

1. Metropolitan Ambulance Service Trust: T 2BFCHi it .
02. Mo.: an abbreviation for Missouri, a state in America.

warrant /'worant/ n. ;BHHiE, 8
ik

summit /'samit/ n. TR Lk

page /perdsz/ ve. BERY

dispatcher /di'spat [a(r)/ n. B
[}



“He worried about me,” said Devlin Brown, Tye’s brother and a firefighter /'farofarta(r)/ n. {485
firefighter in Kansas City, Kan. “I didn’t worry about him.” il

(Words: 342)

Translate the following sentences from the passage into Chinese.

11. “An emergency medical technician and a paramedic were shot to death early Saturday in an apparent
ambush,” authorities said.

12. “When they failed to respond, and dispatcher was unable to contact them by radio or telephone,
authorities were sent to the fire station, where the bodies were found,” Dooley said.

13. “Other than having an armed guard on every station all the time, there was nothing we could have done
to prevent this,” he said. \

14. They were the first workers with the ambulance service killed in the line of duty.

15. Another paramedic with the service was shot and wounded in February after arriving at the scene of a
fire and explosion in south Kansas City, Mo.

Section lll Fast reading

Understanding Poverty in America

If you’re a poor adult in America, for the most part, it’s all your for themost part ££
fault. That’s true, at least today, whether you’re black, white, brown or
polka-dot.

According to the definition the U.S. Bureau of Census uses, a family census /'sensos/ n. A (1%
of four with an income over $18,244 is not poor. The poverty cut-off for
a single-person household is $9,359, and that for a two-person household
is $12,000. With those definitions, the poverty rate was 11.7%, or about
33 million Americans were living in poverty in 2001. -

The greatest percentage of poverty is found in female-headed
households. Over 70% of female-headed households are poor. A large



