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Abstract [

China’s accession to the WTO is a milestone in the process of
China’s reform and opening-up and will significantly promote the
openness and economic reform. While going on deepening the re-
forms and liberalizing the economy according to the WTO commit-
ments, China should pay more attention to actively participating, u-
tilizing and influencing the WTO as a member. So a problem to be
studied after China’s WTO accession is how to set up China’s posi-
tion, role and strategy in the WTO. The dissertation applies the par-
adigm of the political economy and historical methodology to analyze
the problems such as the WTQO’s institutional characteristics and op-
erational mechanism, important actors’ position, role and strategy in
the GATT/WTO, and the course and effects of China’s WTO acces-
sion, so as to clarify the understanding and cognition of the multilat-
eral trading system, and to tentatively put forward my own ideas and
opinions about China’s position, role and strategy in the WTO.

The dissertation is arranged for seven chapters. Chapter 1 brief-
ly explains the research background, motive, methodology and
structure and reviews the literature in the realm of the study. Chapter
2 discusses the nature of the WTO as an international regime based
on the analysis on the organizational characteristics, decision-making
mechanism, multilateral trade negotiation and dispute settlement of
the WTO. Four case studies on major actors in the multilateral

trading system are conducted in the Chapter 3. The histories and re-
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alities of US, EC, India and Japan in the GATT/WTO are reviewed
to better understand the nature of the multilateral trading system in
the perspectives of actors. Chapter 4 retrospects the process of
China’s WTO accession, especially the motives and principles of
Chinese government, and analyzes the signification, implementation
and influence of China’s WTO commitments. Chapter 5 puts forward
the opinions about China’s position and role in the WTO based on
the level and characters of China’s economic development and the
nature of the WTO. Chapter 6 gives some suggestions about China’s
strategy of participating and utilizing the WTO on the basis of ascer-
taining the Chinese benefit in the WTO. The basic position and strat-
egy of China in the Doha Round also is briefly discussed. Finally, in
Chapter 7, I summarize main conclusions of the study.
The general conclusions of the dissertation are as follows:

1. The WTO has both the natures of rule-based and member-
driven. Although the WTO has fairly complete system of rules, the
WTO is running not as an international institution but as an intergov-
ernmental organization. Members but not the WTO itself are playing
crucial role in the operation of the WTO. Moreover, the fairness and
reciprocity in the formal level of the WTO cannot conceal the power
politics exposed in the informal decision-making process, multilateral
negotiations and dispute settlement mechanism. So each member will
utilize the nature of the WTO as a member-driven organization to
maximize its benefits in the WTO, but not only to comply with the
WTO rules.

2. Based on the case studies on US, EC, India and Japan, it is
found that every member’s purpose of participating the multilateral

trading system is to utilize it as a tool of obtaining his own national
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interests, though they have taken different positions, roles and strat-
egies in the GATT/WTO. Big actors always established and made
use of the GATT/WTO rules to get their benefits in market access to
other countries, while breaking and eluding the rules to satisfy the
domestic political purposes. Small actors always had to accept the
established order that they did not even agree with. But it is not a
good strategy to resist or dissociate from the multilateral trading sys-
tem concluded from the case of India. Every country has to depend
on the international market and international exchange to reach the
goal of development. So actively joining the GATT/WTO is better
than passively resisting it for a country hoping to develop.

3. Viewed from the history of Chinese GATT and WTO nego-
tiating process, China’s participation in the multilateral trading sys-
tem is a strategy that accords with the national interest. The intention
is to win a stable and fair international market environment for the
sustainable, rapid growth of the national economy. The benefit has
appeared in the experience of the two years followed by WTO acces-
sion. Even if China has to pay some accidence cost, China has the
ability to overcome the challenges. In fact, the greater openness is
inevitable whether China accedes to the WTO and it is also beneficial
for China’s reforms and development.

4. As an emerging power in the world, China will probably
disorder the current system. Whether China will sustain the position
in quo or restructure the world order is a compelling issue. China has
the ability and chance to exert some influence on the WTO, but
China’s purpose of accession to the WTO is to realize the national in-
terest, and maintaining the stability and improvement of the multi-

lateral trading system is coincident with China’s interests. So China
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will be a positive power of stability in the WTO. Especially China
will play an important role in harmonizing developed members and
developing ones, and make the WTO play more active role in devel-
opment.

5. Under the current developmental level and strategy, safe-
guarding the economic development in the open condition is the most
important goal of China in the WTO. At the same time, China
should control the step of integrating with the world economy. The
positive pragmatism should be the basic strategy of China’s participa-
tion in the WTO, which is concluded from the nature of the WTO,
the experiences of other members and China’s position and role in
the WTO. Under the multilateral framework, bilateral and regional
approaches are useful complementary tools to realize China’s diversi-
fied interests. As a new member that had just made a great deal of
commitments, China shouldn’t play an aggressive role in the negoti-
ation. It is a logical strategy for China to act as a bridgebuilder be-
tween developed countries and developing countries and to promote
the WTO more balanced and pro-poor.

Certainly, the subject of China’s position, role and strategy in
the WTO is an immense and strategic problem. The study is elemen-
tary, far from giving the complete solution to the problem. There are
still many issues to be specifically and deeply studied, especially
those about China’s future strategy in the WTO. I wish this disserta-

tion could provide a basis and start for future researches.
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