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Preface

By Dai Aimin

The flaming Panzhi flower, which is dancing along the Yuanjiang
River bank, has become into snow white common hombax flower and
gone with the wind quietly. Such natural phenomenons come and go a-
gain and again without leaving a trace in the great nature; \while the
simple tiny mango stamen is becoming golden bango miraculously, it
is just the time that “hot Pearl” sunny Yuanjiang warmly welcome the
traveling guests all of the world and also the harvest season of Da peo-
ple. Under the industrial work of the specialists’ authors and Dai peo-
ple who are fond of the Dai Study, “ Yunnan Yuanjiang Dai Minority”
is being published successfully: it added a heavy color on the beauti-
ful hot summer clothes of Yuanjiang. The well — known Dai people in-
habiting in the Yuanjiang river valley are just like the maidens who are
living in the remoteness of the inner apartments and expecting to be
married finally come out to meei the thousands of readers hy calling a-
gain and again. As a member of Dai people, I am gratified and deeply
feel sign with feeling.

China is big family forming of various minorities, while Yunnan
is a multi - minorities province, Dai minority is one of minonties
which inhabits here for generations, whereas, Dai minority is one who
inhabit across the national border. Dai minority used to be called as
baiyue, baipu, jivi, baiyi, jingebi, yingchi and heichi etc. , many
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names and easy to be confused; Dai minority was named by Dai
people’s willing after liberation.

According to the record of the book “ Yunnan Headmen in Ming
and Qing Dynasty Chronicle” edited and made by Mr. Gongyin,
there were more than Dai people who had the position of headmen dur-
ing the Ming and Qing dynasty, which can see that Dai is one of the
ancient minorities in China, with long and brilliant historical culture;
lut due to the experiences of different military events in different are-
a, it has been formed into the colorful Dai minority culture namely
multi - factors culture characteristics.

River valley is the main origin place of mankind, the place where
Dai people inhabit is testified this characteristic, rivers and ditches ar-
ranged in a crisscross pattern, the Dai people villages along the river-
side with beautiful scenery, there are many fruits tress surrounding the
villages. There are Dai minority inhabit along the riverside of Nujiang
River in Dehong Dai Minority Autonomous Municipality ; along the riv-
erside of Lancangjiang River in Xishuangbana Dai Minority Autono-
mous Municipality; Xingping County, Yuanjinag County and Honghe
County along the Yuanjinag River; and the Dai people along the Jing-
shajinag River etc. 4 big water system region. These big rivers have
been pregnant with industrial simple and intelligent Dai people, and
recorded its long history and expressed the living philosophy of Dai
minority. The common quality of Dai people is that they like and awe
water from their choice of living place and environment; it is just the
water, which cultivated the people’s characteristic of soft tenderness,
romance and prettiness. The basic quality of Dai people’s culture is
from the natural and ecological culture based on rivers and its water.

The Dai minority along the Nujinag River and Lancangjiang River
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bank are adjacent o the southeast countries, profoundly influenced by
the culture of Indian Buddhist; but those who inhabit in Yuanjinag
Jingshajiang River were greatly influenced by the middle plain area
culture and its minority culture, so they borrowed and received Han
culture which is multi — culture characteristic and at the same time
still keep the ancient tradiion culmre which advocate and awe the
great nature. To conclude the above — mentioned views, Dai minority
is a minority who is easy to receive and horrow the excellent culture
from other outside world and is also a minority who i3 open and aetive
in reformation. For a long time, Dai people can get along well and de-
velop mutually with the other minorities nearby so as to foym the verii-
cal and multi ~ factors humanity sceneries such as Dai people inhabit
i the flatland area; Hani people inhabii in the waist of the mountain
and Yi and Jinuo minorities inbabit on the top of the mountain areas,
while Dai people can be used 1o the natural regulation and awe the na-
ture and inhabit in the place where the living environment is nice and
the planis are well kepi. So Dai minority can live in harmony from
people 1o people and people to the nature.

The Dai people inhsbiting in Yunajiang also own the above men-
toned quabties, they inhabit in a region which used to be called
* Great-Township of South Yunnan” Yuanjiang flatland of Donge,
Ganzhuang, Xingping, Honghe etc. . Yuanjiang has been the trans-
portation throat both in water and land road from the ancient time, at
the same time Yuanjiang is an international river, which originates
from ( Nenzhao) Dali, passing through Dali, Yuxi, and Honghe 4
municipalities and flowing into Vietnam and peuring into South sea.
Ships can navigate from Yuanjiang County to the Hanoi of Vietnam di-

rectly. The Yuanjiang land road is the transit shipment, which con-
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nect in land with outer areas. Due to the important and special geogra-
phy location of Yuanjiang, there were military events occurs many
times in the history, the Dai minority in Yuanjiang led the other vari-
ous minorities to expand their and protect their land, which has left a
brilliant historical literature and created the famous multi - factors cul-
ture characteristics for Yuanjiang Dai people at the same time. It is
composed of the excellent cultural characteristics of Han, Zhuang,
Hani, Yi, Monguo and Wua minorities etc.. The demonstration of
such multi - factors culture characteristics is such as its many kinds of
self names, vatious customs and the colorful clothes of Yuanjiang Dai
people in the middle of Yunnan.

Yuanjiang Dai people’s culture worship character has been hid-
den mysteriously and shyly along the bank Yunajiang River valley in
the middle of Yunnan for a long time. At present in order to protect
inherit and introduce Dai minority culture the Dai scholars who are
fond of studying the own minority culture made sincere contribution
and industrial researching, set up Yuanjiang Dai Study group and
wrote out “Yunnan Yuanjiang Dai Minority” in a year, it is very im-
portant and valuable. I hope Yuanjiang Dai study group would invite
more knowledgeable scholars and unite and collect more strength so as
te write geod and exquisites books, 10 undertake research work depen-
ding on the local Party Committee and the government, and make ef-
fort for the creation of Yunnan Minority Cultural Tourism Provinee and

advocate Dai minority culture !
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