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Preface/ 1

Preface

The cultivation of creative talents is still a weak link in China’s
higher education, which forms a striking contrast with the so — called
“creative education fever” in practice. As a matter of fact, in the prac-
tice of creative education in colleges and universities, there are still some
problems being neglected, confusing or misunderstood. In theory, the
research of creative education is still lagging behind the practice of the
reform and development of higher education. While some of recent re-
searches are of high quality with science and feasibility, some are only
lingered and immersed in the dispute of concepts such as creation, inno-
vation, creative education, innovative education and so on, overlooking
the popular practice of creative education, let alone searching for an-
swers in the practical reform and development of higher education; some
are restricted to the introduction of the skills of creative education, with-
out touching the essence of creative education; some just describe the
rich experience of creative education, lacking the generalization of theo-
ry; some draw magnificent blue prints and list some measures, but pass
over the process to goals and are not operative and practical. All these
together form the bottle-neck of creative education, resulting in sidedness
and blindness in the practice of creative education.

In order to break through the bottleneck, some fundamental prob-
lems of creative education in colleges and universities must be solved:

What is the essence of creative education? What is its position in the
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process of the reform of higher education in China in the Early 21st cen-
tury? What is the objective system of creative education? How to build
up a cultivation mode? How to create an environment suitable for the
cultivation of creative talents? How to set up the management system and
operation mechanism of creative education in colleges and universities?
The book is aimed at answering the above problems from a wide academ-
ic perspective.

So far, as to the research of creative education, there is no mature
scientific system to follow yet. Therefore, the book attempts to do the
theoretic research on some fundamental problems of creative education,
such as the creative education thinking, educational goals and modes,
striving to combine theory with practice so as to make the research more
scientific and feasible to service for the reform and development of edu-
cation. The book belongs to the fundamental research in the field of cre-
ative education.

The book consists of 7 chapters:‘ Except for the introduction, there
are three parts in the book. Part 1( chapter 2 ~3) adopts the method of
history and logic unified to explore the thinking of creative education.
Creative Education is neither the education of creative skills, nor a
process which has no relation to the process of education and instruction
not some new measures added to the current education system. In na-
ture, it is a kind of educational thinking, an educational goal, and an
education mode. It is a reflection, aitreposition and a fundamental reform
to current educational thinkings, goals and modes. Based on the com-
parison of the history and current situation of creative education among
foreign countries, Hong Kong and Taiwan, this part focuses on exploring
the relationship among creative education, traditional education and
quality education from the aspects ofiquality, value, talents and develop-

ment. It also analyzes the essential of the creativity of students and the
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subjectivity of students.

Part 2 (chapter 4 ~5) elaborates on the hiberarchy of creative edu-
cation goals based on the overall theoretical analyze of the system of cre-
ative educational objectives in colleges and universities. Chapter 4 puts
more emphasis to explore the cognitive system of creative goals from the
aspects of the convergent thinking and divergent thinking, the formality
thinking and dialectical thinking, the image thinking and creative imagi-
nation. Chaper 5 lays special emphasis on exploring the interior motiva-
tion system from the aspects of the motivation of creation, personality
traits and self-consciousness. The development of creation values the in-
spiration and edification but the current situation is that the required cre-
ative personalities are always be neglected in practice. Therefore, the fo-
cus of the research in this part is on the motivation system. Meanwhile,
the part strives to reveal the relationship between the cognition and per-
sonality of students through the interpenetration of cognition, emotion
and motivation.

Part 3 explores the creative education mode, the management sys-
tem and the assurance mechanism of creative education in colleges and
universities. Chapter 6 takes education modes as the intermediary be-
tween the theories and practice of creative education. Based on the ana-
lyze of the strategic modes and the modes of running schools, in view of
the current problem of“location ambiguity and modes-assimilation” , the
part explores the choices of the cultivation modes of creative talents and
the trend of their diversity from the perspective of different kinds of high-
er educational institutions. Chapter 7 makes a deep interpretation about
the obvious environment factors that affecting the cultivation of creative
talents, such as the free academic environment and the autonomy of run-
ning schools. Meanwhile, it explores the greenhouse effect of the man-

agement of higher educational institutions and the use of creative envi-
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ronment. Finally, it puts forward some conceptions and initial principle
system of constructing the assurance mechanism of creative education of

higher educational institutions.



