Functional Spoken English
for College Students

3
FfE BHRR
e 2]

Ellen Kaufman, Larry Slattery, James Tyrrell, Tom Mervin




Functlona Spoken Enghsh |

~ for College Students

R 1 4
| @ % bk R A
| )




BB ERRB(CIP)H1E

REDRENIE. T/ EHEE —dat AR, 2007.9
ISBN 978-7-5447-0236-2

Lok.. ILF.. DL %iE- 0iE- g%2t4- 5kt V. H319.9

Hh [ R A P B e CIP B % (2007) 58145252 %

X3 3heE D & (F) (Functional Spoken English for College Students )
EfE BRE
% %
Bk B & B S5 K B W R/
" Ellen Kaufman Larry Slattery James Tyrrell Tom Mervin
FE W T M
17357 3 ﬂ

Y4

g
S R

TS Sy,
& §

!EI‘!H#

]

-

JUB R % 4B B

BRI (BT T A HIE475 210009)
025-83322546

025-83319992 q :
R H R % 855 http://www.ppm.cn ;
i K H KR # httpy//www.yilin.com ,
MR REIRIT g
787 x 10922k 1/16 o
9.75

200749 AFIME 2007469 A %15 ENRI
ISBN 978-7-5447-0236-2

17.807C (P4t —3K)

"
R
= - |

B dE Eilk

w
#
SHEHNRHE XBS

HFETHS




Purpose of the book: Functional Spoken English for College Students is a textbook that aims at
providing an -easier and more practical approach for Chinese college students, who need spoken
English skills to express themselves, not only for the purpose of daily communication but also for
their academic study and other serious ends.

Principles of the book: This book adopts functional approach in providing input. Different from
other functional books that center round daily communicational functions, we approach functions
from Chinese students’ specific needs in dealing with study and life. This book also follows
Communicative Principles in the design of output tasks. Throughout the textbook, genuine
communicative tasks form the core of activities. Considering that a large number of learners who
just start to talk would need consolidation exercise, we also include a few drill-oriented activities to
ensure that the target expressions and techniques are enhanced.

Organization of the book: The book is organized around subjects which students are most likely to
talk about in an EFL environment. It has two volumes: Book A and Book B. Each consists of two
big subjects labeled Part, under which five related sub-subjects are grouped and labeled Unit. Part 1
in Volume A is about daily basics, where we introduce most frequently used expressions students
would need when carrying out daily conversations such as greeting and talking about opinions.
From Part 2 to Part 4, subjects concerning students’ campus life, academic study as well as cultural
and political affairs are grouped together, covering a wide range of topics: courses, majors, extra-
curricular activities, dining, accommodation, entertainment, financial aid, job hunting, career
planning, as well as cultural and political issues such as globalization.

Each unit is further broken down into two sections, under each of which are four components:
1. Lead-in Dialoéue, where a sample conversation on the subject is illustrated; 2. Core Expressions,
where subject-related expressions and patterns are presented, which we consider the fundamental
bricks for building up the speaking competence; 3. Cultural Notes, in which we inform learners of
the Western customs and cultural-specific ways related to the subject, so that they know what
culturally appropriate behavior is; and 4. Tasks, where a quantity of focused practices are provided
to help learners consolidate and master target expressions.

A unique feature of this book is its cultural intensiveness. Besides Cultural Notes and other
cultural information revealed through the dialogues, we invented Charlic’s Home Page, a collection
of real-life experiences of Charlie Chen Si, a real student of MIT in its 2007 class. The stories he



told should appeal to Chinese students both for their interesting contents and for the messages that
students may find enlightening. The last part of a unit is Integrated Activities, where we provide six
more comprehensive activities that integrate the skills and expressions introduced in the whole unit.

Acknowledgements: We feel thankful to many people, whose generous help contributed a great
deal to this book. First of all, we would like to thank our American advisors Ellen Kaufman, Larry
Slattery, James Tyrrell, and Tom Mervin, who took time off from their extremely busy schedules to
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Matt Welsh, Jimmy Li, Debra Lin and Jie Tyrrell for taking real-life pictures in the United Sates
especially for this book. Our thanks also go to Charlie Chen, Si for his contribution to Charlie’s
Home Page, which he wrote with great enthusiasm. Finally, we greatly appreciate the work of our
publisher Yilin Press, especially Ms. Li Fang, Mr. Jiang Ming, and Ms. Hou Haiping; their insightful
suggestions and meticulous editing has helped to bring the book to the present shape.
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Shi Furong
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How to Use the Book
A Teacher’s Guide

When we were planning for this book, we pictured the teacher as an organizer who motivates
students, organizes class activities, and maximizes class hours for students to speak; we also
pictured him/her as a facilitator who explains to students the points which they find difficult, helping
them in whatever ways that can make their learning easier. Such is the teacher’s role that we think
" appropriate for a speaking class and for using a book like ours.

We have provided a large amount of input throughout the book in Lead-in Dialogues, Core
Expressions, Cultural Notes, and Charlie’s Home Pages, but they are neither meant to be lectured by
the teacher nor memorized by the students. Rather, they are there as tools to help students to speak.
With Lead-in Dialogue, we would recommend that students read it in groups or in pairs, role-play it
in class if time allows, while the teacher pays attention to their pronunciation and sees to it that they
understand it properly.

Core Expressions is the most important input that we provide but is also the most difficult item
to teach. We have intended it to function partly as a handbook so that learners can refer to it when
speaking on related subjects. We would suggest that the teacher put students into groups and let
them go through the expressions by themselves, while the teacher moves around to answer students’
questions. We have sorted out words that are beyond college English syllabus in an annotated list at
the end of Part 4, so teachers may feel comfortable to let students take control here.

With regard.to Cultural Notes, they are only meant for students to get some cultural insights,
therefore there is no need to spend too much time on it. Maybe just ask a few questions to see if
students get the messages properly, or just leave it to the students totally. As to Charlie’s Home
Page, treat it as an extra reading for students. But each question raised by Charlie can be a very good
topic for class discussion.

We have also designed plenty of tasks for each unit and sequenced them for easy classroom
operation. Teachers only need to plan their time well when following the sequence. However, we
have included a lot more activities than can possibly finish in limited class hours. Therefore, not all
the tasks are meant to be done in class, and they are there for the teacher to choose and adapt for
his/her own needs.

Having said above, we strongly urge that teachers use the book flexibly and creatively. Tailor
the book to meet the needs of your own class and your own students. Most important of all, we think
it is crucial to motivate students and put confidence in them. Let them know that the only way to
learn to speak is through speaking. And ask them to be brave and active. Do not worry too much
about the correctness of grammar, Just say it, and get their ideas across.

Wang Weijia
Shi Furong
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5 Talking about Majors and
Career Development

Talking about Majors

Lead-in Dialogue

MAIN CHARACTERS OF THE BOOK

| Joey: a Chinese girl from the mainland who is a freshman at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Trevor: an American-born Chinese (ABC) boy who
is a sophomore at MIT, majoring in Electrical

Engineering

Matt: an American boy, a senior at MIT, majoring

in architecture

Situation: Joey and her classmate Larry are talking about what majors lo take.

Larry: Have you decided on your major yet?

Joey:  No, not yet, but I definitely won’t take any science major. I’'m
thinking about studying economics or finance as I am very much
interested in managing money. :-) -

Larry: Ha! What exactly is economics and finance about?

Joey:  Oh, finance is a branch of economics that is concerned with how to
allocate resources as well as how to acquire, invest and manage them.
To make it simple, finance deals with matters related to money and



Larry:

Joey:

Joey:

Joey:

Larry:

Larry:

Joey:

Unit 1

the market.
I see. Sounds interesting.
1 will probably take political science as my second major or minor.

Why?

See, I want to work in the government in the future, and political
science deals with government-related issues.

I heard political science studies the relations between governments,
and relations between governments and people.

Exactly! How about you, Larry?

I want to major in biochemistry, but

I can’t decide where to take it, from
a chemistry department or a biology
department since both offer such a
program.

You’d better consult your advisor.
Yes, I will. Right now, I’'m leaning
towards taking it in the chemistry department. I went to their website
and was attracted by their description of chemistry.

What did it say? |

It says that chemistry is the study of the nanoworld, the world of
atoms and molecules; and chemists study the architecture of this
miniature world. Sounds fascinating, doesn’t it?

Yeah! I feel kind of attracted to it, too. Oh, you know what? I need to
take one chemistry course to meet our school’s general requirements.

- I’ll talk to Prof. Tyrrell, my academic advisor and see what he

suggests I should take from chemistry that will help with my future
career.

You have already taken four courses — a full load. It may sound like
fun but that’s a lot to learn.

I know, but I can sw1tch a course or take it next semester

(to be continued)

Core Expressions

About Majors: double majors; minor; a science major; a social science major; to
major in architecture/agriculture/law/medicine ...



__ Talking about Maiorg and Career Development

About Academic Disciplines: natural/social/formal sciences; apphed 501' ‘
liberal arts; fine arts; a(n) field/area of study; sub-dlselpliné’ sub
interdisciplinary studies; multi-disciplinary studies; a deep subj

About Academic Meetings: conference; seminar; symposium; colloqmal
workshop; lecture; talk; keynote speech; keynote speaker

About Research Methods: basic research, exploratory resaarchw o A

sub_]ects statlstlcs, model

About Research Paper: thesis; dissertation; proposal; abstract hterature review;
reference; bibliography; APA Style; MLA style; Chicago Manual of Style;
Turabian Style; plagian'sm
Some Immrunt-‘\ ournals: Nature; Science; National Geogr:
of Business; The Journal of Geology; The Journal of Law
and Justice; American Journal of Sociology; Critical Inquir

Education Review; The Quarterly Review of Biology

Useful Expressions: to attend a lecture/seminar/conference ...; to do research; to
take/adopt an approach/a method; to do an investigation; to carry out/do/conduct
an experiment; to collect/process/analyze data; to conduct a survey; to
formulate/test/confirm a hypothesis; to draw a conclusion; to cite/quote from
authorities

Majors in Social Science, Humanities and Arts:
 Archeology # % %

Accounting %4

Art ZAR

Philosophy 4§

Sociology #+4 %

Applied Psychology & |« 32 % '

History 5 £

Journalism #7 ¥ %

Communications 4% #& %

Law ik %

» Economics £ % %

« International Economics and Trade B &% % 5 # #
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_Talking ﬁbb‘dt‘ﬁaj'b;;and Career Development

Perambulation Techniques and Engineering #y & # K 5 142
Inorganic Nonmetal Material Engineering £ #L3E 4 & ## L 42
Macromolecule Materials and Engineering & 4--F##+ 5 L 4%
Metal Material Engineering 4 & #1 4+ 42

Compound Materials and Engineering § 4-#+#+ 5 142

Process Equipment and Controlling Engineering it 42 ¥ & 5 45 %] T 42
Mechanical Engineering and Automation #Ui& L42 5 & #h 4L
Industrial Engineering T i T 4%

Communication Engineering i#i 13 L 4%

Water Supply and Drainage Engineering -3k 7K 142

Building Environment and Equipment Engineering # 3 373% 5 & & L 42
Civil Engineering + K T 42

Environmental Science and Engineering 373% 1 42

Engineering Surveying and Drawing M| 42 T 4%

Security Engineering 4z & I 42

Pharmaceutical Engineering #| 2§ T 42

Transportation Engineering % if I 4%

Food Science and Engineering & se4} % 5 142

Light Chemical Engineering #2 1t T 4%

Biological Engineering 4 44 I 4%

Thermal and Power Engineering #k #t 5 3 /) 142

Cultural Notes

# In the United States, students often enter college without a pre-decided
major. Most colleges give students one or two years to choose their majors.
It is also very easy to change majors if students do not like what they have
chosen. Some students take two or even three majors in college, while many
others take one major and one minor. In the UK, however, students enter -
college with a pre-decided major just like we do in China.

# In the US, the UK, and many other countries, quite a number of students
take a year off after they finish high school before they go on to colleges,



Tasks )

@ Pair work: Between you and your peer, read aloud the lead-in dialogue twice;
each of you should assume a role, and switch roles after the first reading. Pay
attention to your pronunciation and intonation while you read.

@ Pair work: Retell what is happening in the dialogué in your own words.

@ Pair Work: Talk about your majors by answering the following questions, and
by following the bold words in the sample that follows:
a. What is your major? ' |

Which discipline does your major fall into?

What are the other majors in this discipline?

Why did you choose this major?

What subjects do you study with this major?

What other majors do you like to study if you are to take another major or

minor? ; i

Mo oo o




Development

@ Group work: Provide a group definition for the following concepts, and
compare your version with those of other groups® after you are done.
a. natural science
b. social science
c. formal science
d. applied science
e. liberal arts
f. fine arts
g. technology
h. engineering
© Group work: Talk freely about a research that you or others are doing if you are
a science major; if you are a social science or humanities major, talk about what
types of research that people in your fields do. Try to give examples.

Career Planning

Lead-in Dialogue )
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Ma;ors and C areer Development

Adjectives: flexible; adaptable; detailed; creative; innovative; responsible; active; ‘
effective; proficient; qualified; versatile; resourceful; competent; professional;
personable hlgh-cahber hlgh-quallty (staff); hlghly motivated

: ‘makeuj quaﬁty people, a balanced person, an atl:ractlve

; on sk‘ﬂls public Speakmg skills relahonshlp~
buﬂdmg slﬂlls pmblem—solvmg abilities; prior experiences; educational
background; essential knowledge; foundation/basic qualities; rehablhty, sound
judgment; promotion; advancement; team work I 9
Verb Phrases:

* to demonstrate one’s knowledge/leadership

* to review/refine/implement/pioneer the plan

* to organize/manage/conduct activities

* to initiate/generate/conceive idea

* to diagnose/identify/sort out/classify/analyze/resolve problems

» to facilitate/promote/co-ordinate/guide/motivate team work

* to think conceptually

* to attain the goal

* to qualify for/to excel in a job _

* (a job) to be compatible with one’s skills

* to contribute to the success of ...

Cultural Notes

£
R R MRS T 2 R C PN S N BN

¢ Universities in the West usually have career offices that help students find
jobs, either part-time or full-time ones. They also provide training programs
 for prospective graduates, coaching them on interview skills, CV writing,
~ etc. They also organize job fairs where cqnipanies are invited over to meet
potential employees.
¢ Similar to situations in China, some employers in the West may give
preferences to people of certain age, race, gender, or ethnic background.



