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Introduction

The city of Beijing is the scene of the international conference ‘ Character and Future of Architectural Education’
from 14" till 17" September 2007. The conference is hosted by the National Supervision Board of Architectural Edu-
cation of China and jointly organized by the Beijing Central Academy of Fine Arts and the Delft University of Tech-
nology. The organizers are from different teaching environments. They organize the conference together, because
both art and science form the stones of archtectural education. The focus of the conference is therefore ‘ pluralism in
architectural education’

The conference explores the effects of globalization in academia. Mapping the multiform landscape of didactical sys-

tems is the main goal.

The conference focuses rather on contents and didactics than on the curricula of schools of architecture. It is impor-
tant for the future of architecture and architectural design that the profile of each school is clear and communica-
ble. Only under such conditions students and teachers can move skillfully between different approaches in schools of

architecture within the ever more complex and often paradoxical architectural practices in a globalizing world.

Architectural educators from all over the world were invited to participate and re- evaluate the future of architectural

education.

Several distinguished keynote speakers will address the conference in the morning sessions; they will reflect on the
themes and questions in broad sense, both from their experience in architectural practice and from their teaching

and research at the university.

Although starting from different architectural perspectives, they share the idea that education is an inspiring souree
for further development and debate in architecture and that research programmes has to be developed in schools of
architecture all over the world to improve the content of the curricula and to explore the possibilities left to architec-

ture as a discipline.

From the vast amount of submitted abstracts from China and Europe, as well as from the United States, Latin A-
merica, the Middle East and Southern Asia, about a hundred were selected to publish as full papers. The paper
presentations will take place in parallel sessions in the afternoon. These sessions are grouped according to the follow-
ing subthemes

(1) Competence- based education with an accent on professional training;

(2) Research driven education, including digital architecture ;

(3) Didactics in: (Darchitectural design, Dbuilding technology, (@architectural history and theory, @art

and media;



(4) Exchange programs in architectural education.

During a plenary closing session at the last day of the conference the chair people of the different sessions will for-

mulate and discuss their conclusions with the participants. This will result in a conference declaration.

The various results of the speeches- keynote lectures and subject- specific paper presentations are collected in this

conference book.

It is organized as follows . it starts with a brief introduction of the conference and proceedings, followed by part I,
containing the contribution of the keynote speakers. Part II collects the papers of the participants according to the

before mentioned sub-themes.

Finally, in part III, one finds valuable contributions from other participants on CD-rom,
because the volume of the conference book was limited.

We hope that this book not only forms a welcome contribution to an intellectually stimulating conference but that it
also be a of start a global getwork of schools of architecture, a set up for a meta- university, with free- movement

for students and teachers, to explore the frontiers of planning, architecture and building sciences worldwide.

Prof. Lv Pinjing, CAFA Beijing ' Prof. Leen van Duin, TU Delft
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Future and Characteristics of

Architectural Education in China

W OE: AFEFH205R, TERAKTATKRAOZ A, WO TEAEAKTELT @O S AP KRRRLEIASY
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HERAED,
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Abstract: In last 20 years period of openingness and reformation, Chinese architectural education has gained great progress

and development. Now Chinese architectural education is facing the moment of truth towards a pluralistic and a systematic sit-

uation. Based on a recent questionnaire investigation, this article puts forward the author’s thinking on the problems now the

Chinese architectural education is facing, the attitudes should be adopted, measure should be taken etc. , hoping to arouse

attention and action to those problems, and as a result to promote the healthy development of the architectural education in

China.

Keywords: Architectural Education, Questionnaire Survey, Pluralistic and Systematic Situation
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