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Unit 1

Public Transportation

Fast Reading A

On Public Transportation

A taxi, sometimes called a cab, is the most comfortable way to travel. You
simply hail the taxi in the street or go to a taxi-rank(n. HHZFFZEELL), where
there are several taxis waiting, for example at a station. At the end of your journey,
you can see how much the fare is by looking at the meter(n. &%) Youadd a
tip to this, and that’s it. Very simple. But expensive!

What about taking a bus? If it has two floors, it’s called a double-decker(n. I
J2%) and you can get a good view from the top. If it has only one floor, it’s called B
a single-decker. Most buses have a two-person crew: the driver, who drives, of
course, and the conductor, (or the conductress) who takes your money. Keep your
ticket because an inspector might want to check it. You catch a bus by waiting at a
bus stop. You can see where a bus is going because the destination is written on the
front. But try to avoid the rush hour.

Quicker than the bus is the underground (called the tube in London, the
subway in New York and the metro in Paris and many other cities.) You buy your
ticket at the ticket-office. Go down to the platform on the escalator(n. H 3hHk5)
or in the lift. The train comes. The sliding doors open. You get on. You look at the
map of the underground system. Very simple.
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7 For longer distances take a train or a long distance bus, usually called a coach,

which is slower but cheaper. The train is very fast. Put your luggage on the rack(n. 1T
Z=38) and sit and wait till you arrive.

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
1. How to take a taxi?

A. You can go to a taxi-rank. B. You can wave a taxi.
C. None of the above. D. Both A and B.

2. What is the crew of a bus made up of?
A. A driver.

B. A driver, a conductor and a conductress.
C. A driver and a conductor or conductress.
D. A driver, a conductor and an inspector.
3. Where can you buy the ticket for the underground?

A. At the ticket-office. B. On the underground.
C. On the platform. D. You just give money to the driver.
4, How many types of transportation means are mentioned here?
A.S. B. 4. C.3. D. 6.
5. Which transportation means is the best one?
A. Bus. B. Underground. C. Train. D. Not mentioned.

Fast Reading B

Alcohol Limit

7 Good evening, everyone. Today is the first day the new Law of Driving is put

into practice. Let’s first look at the alcohol limit, the most concemed problem. The
limit of the amount of alcohol a driver is allowed to have in his blood is 80
milligrams for every 100 millilitres of blood: that is about one and a half litres of

beer, or one double whisky.
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Unit 1 Public Transportation

If the driver is convicted of (IEBiH 3§) “being drunk while in charge of a

motor vehicle”, the usual sentence is a heavy fine and disqualification from driving
for 12 months.If the driver causes an accident, the sentence can be stricter. For
example, a drunken driver who killed a pedestrian(n. 17.\) was sent to prison for

9 months, as well as being fined and losing his license for a year.

If the police suspect you of having drunk more than the limit, they can ask

you to blow into a breathalyser(n. WFIR4-#T4%), which is a plastic bag; if the
crystals inside turn green, the police can take you to a police station and take a
blood sample. If the driver has had a drink less than 20 minutes before he is
stopped, the breathalyzer cannot be used. Officially the police can stop you only if
they think you are driving badly, but in practice they sometimes simply stop drivers,
and give them the breathalyzer test.

How do citizens react to this new regulation, then? Chief Inspector Lamb,

head of Southern Police, would like the alcohol limit lowered and sentences made
much stricter.

Mrs. Goldsmith, a lawyer, is always professionally involved in drinking and

driving cases. She thinks judges are too kind, and that sentences should be made
tougher.

Mr. Robinson has just knocked down a pedestrian while slightly drunk. He

feels very guilty, and is convinced (v. A1) that it would not have happened if he
had not had a few drinks.

Mrs. Burt, whose four-year-old daughter was killed by a drunken driver,

wishes the driver should have been sent to prison for life.

James Connery, a famous racing driver, thinks that everybody reacts

differently to alcohol. He himself would be quite safe after drinking three whiskies.
He thinks the limit should be raised.
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Gabrielle Savage, a famous film actress, thinks the law should be abolished

because it stops people from having a good time.

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.

What may this passage be?

A. A new law of driving. B. An academic lecture.

C. A TV program. D. A book review.

If a driver is charged of drunken driving,

A. he will be put into prison B. his driving license will be suspended
C. he will be slightly fined D. he will be arrested

Which of the following statements is true?

A. The police are not entitled to stop drivers for a breathalyser test unless they are sure
of the drunken driving.

B. Mrs. Robinson feels very sorry for the person she knocked down.

C. If adrunken driver causes an accident and is sent to prison, he still has to pay the fine.

D. Southern Police believes that the alcohol limit is too high.

. What does the word “tougher” mean in Para.5?

A. Stricter. B. Laxer. C. More suitable. D. More flexible.

. In Gabrielle Savage’s opinion, this new law should be

A. continued B. abandoned C. revised D. popularized

Extensive Reading

widespread since the 20th century. As an increasing number
of countries develop both technically and economically, a
larger proportion of the world’s population is able to buy

and use a car. Possessing a car gives a much greater

degree of mobility, while at the same time, this has

Aspects of Cars

The use of motor cars is becoming more and more
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brought about some problems to the society and even to
the driver himself.

Cars and Road Accidents

Xt has been rightly said that when a man is sitting
behind a steering wheel, his car becomes the extension of
his personality.” There is no doubt that the motor-car often
brings out a man’s very worst qualities. People who are
normally quiet and pleasant may become unrecognizable
when they are behind a steering wheel. They swear, they
are ill-mannered and aggressive, willful as two-year-olds and
utterly selfish. All their hidden frustrations, disappointments
and jealousies seem to be brought to the surface by the act
of driving.

The society smiles so benignly on the motorist and
seems to condone all his behaviours. Everything is done
for his convenience. Cities are allowed to become almost
uninhabitable because of heavy traffic; towns are made
ugly by huge car parks; the countryside is desecrated by
road networks; and the mass annual slaughter becomes
nothing more than®a statistic, to be conveniently forgotten.

With regard to® driving ,the laws of some countries
are notoriously lax and even the strictest are not strict
enough. The driving test should. be standardized and made
far more difficult than it is; all drivers should be made to
take a test every three years or so; the age at which young
people are allowed to drive any vehicle should be raised
to at least 21; all vehicles should be put through stringent
annual tests for safety. Even the smallest amount of
alcohol in the blood can impair a person’s driving ability.

Present drinking and driving laws (where they exist)

swear [swea] vi. 5
aggressive [o'gresiv] a. & T
H, REERY

frustration [fras'treifon] n. #

W, TR

benignly [bi'nainli] a. {=Z&H#b,
g

condone [ken'doun] vt. T,
e

desecrate ['desikreit] ve. I,
55 |

slaughter [slota) n. %, B

-3
R

stringent ['strindzont] a. f=#&
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should be made much stricter. Maximum and minimum
speed limit should be imposed on all roads. These
measures may sound inordinately harsh, but surely
nothing should be considered as too severe if it results in
reducing the annual roll of human life. After all, the world
is for human beings, not motor-cars.

Cars and Fuel Issue

Cars account for® half the oil consumed in the U.S.,
about half the urban pollution and one fourth the
greenhouse gases. They take a similar oil of resources in
other industrial nations and in the cities of the developing
world. As vehicle use continues to increase in the coming
decades, the U.S. and other countries will have to deal
with these issues or else face unacceptable economic,
health-related and political costs.® It is unlikely that oil
prices will remain at their current low level or that other
nations will accept a large and growing U.S. contribution

to global climate change.

Policymakers and industry have four options: reduce
vehicle use, increase the efficiency and reduce the emissions
of conventional gasoline-powered vehicles, switch to less
harmful fuels, or find less polluting driving systems.® The
last of these — in particular the introduction of vehicles
powered by electricity — seems to be the only sustainable
option, but it has still some puzzles in technology to be
worked out by scientists and researchers. The other
alternatives are attractive in theory but in practice are
either impractical or offer only marginal improvements.”
For example, reduced vehicle use could solve traffic
problems and a host of social and environmental problems,

but, evidence from around the world suggests that it is

inordinately [i'no:dinitli] ad. &
BEHh, T3 il
toll [toul] n. FET- A%

vehicle ['vi:ikl] n. 3ZETH,
EH

issue {isjw] n. SLESERIE
1)

climate [klaimit] n. <&, R
+

emission [i'mifon] n. (6. #.
KEHEER, &S
conventional [ken'venfanl] a.
WK, FER

sustainable [sos'teinabl] a. 2
EIF &40

option ['opfan] n. &I, EF
alternative [o:l'temnativ] n. B

)
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difficult to make people give up their cars to any
significant extent. In the U.S., mass-transmit ridership and
carpooling® have declined since World War I . Even in
Western Europe, with fuel prices averaging more than $1
a liter (about $4 a gallon) and with easily accessible mass | accessible [ok'sesobl] a. 5 #&
transit and dense populations, cars still account for 80 | JE#, T EIXM

percent of all passenger travel. dense [dens] a. HEN, KE
i)

Improving energy efficiency is also appealing, but
automotive fuel economy has barely made any progress in
10 years. Alternative fuels such as natural gas, burned in
internal ~— combustion engines, could be introduced at | combustion [kem'bastfan] n.
relatively low cost, but they would lead to only marginal | #%%2
reductions in pollution and greenhouse emissions ®
(especially because oil companies are already spending
billions of dollars every year to develop less polluting

types of gasoline). boon [buin] n. 1&F|
menace ['menas] n. Bk, &
Car possession, boon or menace? g 7]
Notes

@ It has been rightly said that when a man is sitting behind a steering wheel, his car
becomes the extension of his personality. B A#L, S—PMAFER, EEMEAD
HEUTESRI. XAERTEHE. .
it has been rightly said that ... . A A - XRFEHAK
extension: JEM#H, XHI|H ARIA(CE).

@ nothing more than: {{¥, HE

® withregard to: X T
With regard to population, I am going to dwell upon it in the next chapter. X AH
G, REET -EPFANR.

@ account for: (FE¥E %) b

® As vehicle use continues to increase in the coming decades, the U.S. and other



countries will have to deal with these issues or else face unacceptable economic,
health-related and political costs. ¥ FEARRHK L HEERTMPNFE AL SLEREK,
FEMEAE R ARG XHX L, FWE, LG — L5 .
A R AR FBEA J7 H KA.

orelse: HMI

Freeze! Or else I will shoot. 3! RARFKMHART .

® Policymakers and industry have four options: reduce vehicle use, increase the
efficiency and reduce the emissions of conventional gasoline-powered vehicles, switch
to less harmful fuels, or find less polluting driving systems. (i T ff DB} ) ) ok 5
HEMST A VEENREE: BOEHNER: RERER, BOERRENR
SHME:; HAREROOBE: RETBRBMBRER.

@ The other alternatives are attractive in theory but in practice are either impractical or
offer only marginal improvements. LAl fy3E+E MIRiE EUHRARS| 1, EAKER
#%&, BARNER, BABIARTHARE.
marginal (B FAREMRAIUE ZLHK), TEAERERHSE. 20 marginal profit,
IABRAAE

mass-transmit ridership and carpooling: &1k %
mass-transmit: KHBACEBH; ridership: AL HLHREE DAL pool: &
(k4% , F£Z. mass-transmit ridership and carpooling: 88T WALEEIX, JL
NG IR — 3%, XFARRETXE, EFERESENRT R BZ2HR
7, BRA “PEET.

® Alternative fuels such as natural gas, burned in internal-combustion engines, could be
introduced at relatively low cost, but they would lead to only marginal reductions in
pollution and greenhouse emissions. 4§ K AKX HEFE AL EMRBEOBAK, B
SR DR BLA S i, (B X R A5 YRR 2 S () SR OB LA
XA)E B9 8 R alternative fuels(E AR, FEIEIEZIH LA burned in
internal-combustion engines(7E P AL B4R 4%) 2 FI KAZ 45 natural gas #J.

Exercises
I. Complete the following sentences with the proper form of the words in
brackets.
1. Cities are allowed to become almost _____ because of heavy traffic. (habit)

2. Reserved and studious, he prefers study to of any kind. (amuse)
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. While we were busy working out how many people we would need to invite, he just

stood there watching. (idle)

4. Present drinking and driving laws should be made much . (strict)

The driving test should be and made far more difficult than it is. (standard)

I. True or false.

.~ NN N

) 1. In the part “Cars and Road Accidents”, the author’s tone is negative.

) 2. According to the author, being injured by a car can make a man ill-mannered.

) 3. The society treats motorists very tolerantly.

) 4. Nowadays, towns are no longer as beautiful as they used to be because of heavy
traffic.

) 5. The minimum age for young people to drive any vehicle is 21 now.

) 6. It’s high time that the government took some measures to limit car driving.

) 7. Cars accounts for about “half the greenhouse gases and one fourth the urban
pollution.

) 8. It’s likely that oil prices will remain at their current level in the next year.

) 9. Mass-transit ridership and carpooling have declined in the U.S. since World War .

) 10. Policymakers and industry failed to work out one effective solution to deal with

fuel issue.

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

The mass annual slaughter becomes nothing more than a statistic, to be conveniently
forgotten.

. With regard to driving ,the laws of some countries are notoriously lax and even the

strictest are not strict enough.
These measures may sound inordinately harsh, but surely nothing should be considered
as too severe if it results in reducing the annual toll of human life .

. Cars account for half the oil consumed in the U.S., about half the urban pollution and

one fourth the greenhouse gases.

The last of these—in particular the introduction of vehicles powered by electricity—
seems to be the only sustainable option, but it has still some puzzles in technology to
be worked out by scientists and researchers.

. Improving energy efficiency is also appealing, but automotive fuel economy has barely

made any progress in 10 years.



