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PRE-READING TASK
1. What language, do you think, is the most important in the information age?
2. Do you think it necessary to learn English? Why/Why not?
3. Do you agree that a person who doesn’t know English is, in some sense, a modern
illiterate (AKX F)?

The Importance of English

There are thousands of languages in the world. Each language seems to |
be the most important to those who speak it as their native language.

The importance of a language can be judged in accordance with three
aspects: the first is the number of its native speakers; the second is how
widely the native speakers are spread over the world, the last is the cul- |
tural, economic and political influences of the people who speak it as their |
mother tongue.

There is no doubt that English is one of the world’s most widely used |
languages. People use a language in one of the three ways: as a native lan-
guage, as a second language, or as a foreign language. English is spoken
as a native language by over three hundred million people: in America,
Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South Africa and some
Caribbean countries. As a second language, English is often necessary for |
official business: education, information and other activities in a lot of |
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. countries such as India, Pakistan, Nigeria, Singapore, and the Philip-
. pines. Along with Chinese, French, Spanish and Russian, English is one
. of the working languages of the United Nations and is more frequently used

. than the others.

New students are having the Opening Ceremony. New students are having military training.

(In the new century, the students begin their new life at college.)

English is the language of international transport. Most pilots in planes 5
' traveling from one country to another use it to contact airports; all ships
sailing on the oceans use it to call for help by radio.
’ English is the language of the information age. It is said that about 60 |
. percent of the world’s radio and TV programs are broadcasted in English
and that 70 percent of the world’s mails are written in English. According
to the statistics, over 90 percent of information is spread through Internet
in English, and more than 80 percent of e-mails are sent to each other in
English throughout the world.

English is the language of international exchange and cooperation. At |
. international sports meets, at global trade fairs, at conferences of scien-
tists from different countries, and at talks of writers and artists from the
corners of the earth, English is the language most commonly used and
most widely understood. The newest ideas in culture and education are ex-

' changed in English, and the latest results in science and technology are

. published in English. ‘

,‘ With the economic globalization and educational internationalization,

. English is getting more and more important; therefore we must study hard

~ and try to have a good command of English. Without English, it seems dif-
ficult to get in touch with the outside world.
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PRE-READING TASK
1. How long have you been learning English?
2. Have you met with any difficulty in your English study? How did you deal with it?
3. As a college student of the new century, what will you do in your English study?

Uni

The Study of English

It is quite a long time since I began to learn English. I am glad to say
that I am getting on well with it. I know that English is very important to
us. We can use English as a tool to learn advanced science and technology
from other countries, so we can build our motherland into a prosperous
country. We can use English as a medium to promote friendship between
Chinese people and the people of the world, and in this way we can turn
the earth into a peaceful globe.

The problem now is not why I should learn English but how I can mas-
ter English as soon as possible. English is very useful, but it is quite diffi-
cult to learn. How hard I have been trying to get every sound right, to spell
every word correct, and to speak the little English I know. Our teachers
have always required us to lay a solid foundation of everything we do, and
in language study perhaps more than in anything else, good begun is half
done.

The study of past years has taught me that we cannot learn English
well if we don’t watch out for its idiomatic usage. When I began to learn
English, I took it for granted that English words had exact equivalents in
Chinese. Therefore what I had to do was to memorize individual words and
put them together according to the rules of grammar if I wanted to express
my idea correctly. When I was taught to say “I see a book on the desk”
and “I am going to see a friend,” I thought I had learned everything about
the word “see.” I did not realize that we do not see but read a book until
one day the teacher caught me out. My interest was aroused and since
then I have always been on my guard against such blunders. I have
learned to say to join the army but to take part in a discussion; I have
learned to express to go to school by bus but on foot. Apart from that, I have 3
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paid attention to irregular verbs, such as lie, lay, lain and lay, laid, laid. 1
have also learned to absorb whole sentences without trying to translate
them into Chinese. I fully understand that besides a good training in
speaking, listening, reading, writing and translation, one has to pay
close attention to English idioms in order to learn the language well and to
use it freely.

I have made a little progress in English study, and however this is just
a beginning. As a college student in the new century, I'm fully aware of
my mission. I’m fully prepared for more hard work, or I would fall behind.
There is still a long, long way to go, so I must learn more and practice
more. Just as a proverb goes, “Practice makes perfect.” Only through prac-
tice can I have a good command of English.

word List 35 )

. importance /im'poitns/ n. €&(H); X

. native /'neitiv/ n. KA, ¥ a KR, A#ke; L7

. widely /waidli/ ad. J &3, &g

.judge /d3adz/v. FiBf, &¥ n HFT, EHA

. accordance /2'koidons/ n. —%, Fei¥

. aspect /'@®spekt/ n. F@; H-F, sk

. cultural /'kaltfaral/ a. X At#

. economic /itka'nmomik/ a. ZF(L)#, BF%H

. influence /'influans/ n. & v. H+h, AL

. tongue /tAn/ n. &k; viE

.master /'maista/ v. ¥, HiB n FA; HIF; KIF

. activity /'ektivity/ n. &%, 173

. frequently /'frizkwontli/ ad. %%, 2%

.trade /treid/ n. B%H, X5, £F v. A-eee #ATH

. transport /'trenspoit/ n. iEHy, BW TR /trens'poit/ v. iEHy, Hrit

.pilot /'pailot/ n. kATH, HMAA v. BR (eMF), M

. broadcast /'broidkaist/ v. & n. J &, &

. program /'prougrem/ (UK programme /'prougrem/) n. & v. (ZH)¥ B, (%)
#£5, (1) A

.mail /meil/ n. R4, K v, WgF
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20.
21.
22
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
S1.
S52.

statistics /sta'tistiks/ n. %it, “%itk
internet /'intonet/ n. FH4 M, BRZER
e-mail /'iimeil/ n. & FéR4, € FI1E &
exchange /iks'tfeindz/ v. & n. ik, X
cooperation /koudpa'reifon/ n. &4, 4
global /'gloubl/ a. 4#éy, #Reh; A
fair /fea(r)/ n. B4, LH4L a AFH; (Khé&)a¥e; (FR)EHW
conference /'konfarons/ n. 4, F# 4, hH4L

artist /'aitist/ n. LRE, &%

comer /'komo/ n. F%; (&ikdy) WX, B

percent /pa'sent/ n. H4H, HHOHK

globalization /'gloubslaizeifon/ n. 434t

internationalization /into'nzfonslaizeifon/ n. B k4L

advanced /od'vainst/ a. %ite#), HEH

technology /tek'nolodzi/ n. ¥ K, T & (%)

prosperous /'prosporas/ a. ¥ &kt#y, F AW

medium /'miidiom/ n. A, Btk a FHEH, ¥4
promote /pra'mout/ v. &, & 4p; #HA, F4&

foundation /faun'deifon/ n. A, #A; wik; £4, £44
idiomatic /idio'metik/ a. A, & FETIRY

usage /'juisidz/ n. Ak, %A

memorize /memaraiz/ v. ek, it

individual /indi'vid3ual/ n. & a. A (#), MK(8), £ (8)
realize /'riolaiz/ v. iAiRE], THM; £R; £

arouse /d'rauz/ v. AL, FlA

blunder /'blanda(r)/ v. #4% n. 443E, %%

irregular /i'regjula(r)/ a. RAMW &, EREH

absorb /ob'soib/ v. ik, &3]

translation /trens'leifon/ n. #i%, #F X

idiom /'idiom/ n. A&, Ji&E, LiE

aware /9'wea(r)/ a. 4ikéy, PG, TR

mission /'mifon/ n. &4, #4; KEXHA, #H

effectively /i'fektivli/ ad. A&, H Ak

Proper Name%

e

1. New Zealand /nju: 'zizlond/ n. # & 2
2. Canada /'kznodo/ n. Mg %k
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3. Nigeria /nai'dziorio/ n. & B #| &

4. Singapore /'siggopoi(r)/ n. #fimik

5. the Philippines /filipiinz/ n. E#&£; EAEH G
6. Spanish /'spznif/ n. & a. B\ FiE, BIHF(4)
7. Caribbean /keri'biton/ n. & a. ¥k (49)

8. South Africa &4k

9. Pakistan /paiki'stain/ n. € % #ig

10. the United Nations B4 H

—

ilclioms and Expressk%

1. one’s native language #+&, A %%
2. in accordance with AR3g, #mME; H..-.. — 5
3. mother tongue &
4. along with L...... — &
5. get in touch with  5...... ik
6. call for help £
7. from the corners of the earth % f # % &3
8. have a good command of i, ¥ 48
9. get on (well) with... £ HA77% (4R ) WA A
10. build...into  je.-.---- E: 92
11. turn...into  4&.---.- L %
12. as soon as possible B
13. get..right JF&...-.. kst
14. lay a solid foundation of fg..---- 3rF R A 8
15. take...for granted A A ------ R LK
16. catch..out % 5 ( X A &5 ) 4842
17. be on one’s guard against %85, #F
18. word for word S at5 i, &5
19. be aware of xt------FB/TH
20. be (fully) prepared for 3%-...... B ()RS

Word Derivation %

1. importance—important—importantly

2. effect—effective—effectively

3. economy—economic—economically



. idiom—idiomatic—idiomatically

. science—scientific—scientifically

. culture—cultural-—culturally

. globe—global—globalize—globalization

. nation—national—international—internationalize—internationalization

N N Wb

9. operate—operation—cooperation
10. educate—education—educational—educationally

% Notes to the Text

@ The importance of a language can be judged in accordance with three aspects: the
first is the number of its native speakers; the second is how widely the native speakers are
spread over the world; the last is the cultural, economic and political influences of the people
who speak it as their mother tongue. —|TiEFHWEBEMHITURE =1 FHEHETHYE: £

—, BXTESHENREOAL; B2, BXITESENSEMACHROIGERL; &

JG, BXITEFERHERARIL ., SFMBUSKR W,

A]R, YE#H 4> B FH the first...; the second...; the last. BB F 4 HBRESHEE
, FEERE, —HTR.

@ It is said that about 60 percent of the world’s radio and TV programs are broadcasted
in English and that 70 percent of the world’s mails are written in English. #iEitF E K%
BAZATHEKBTEHMERYHREARE B, R L2 L THEHRAX
EEH,

i, K7W A ERXEE, A andEEKF A thad| FHLRNTNLEFEEE. 60
percentfl 70 percentR B 53-8, AFHANBHZATHEZZ LT,

® Without English, it seems difficult to get in touch with the outside world. %7 %
&, BRSIABRRUFPHEEYE,

A, AT i IER 1B, LR EFERAER to get in touch with the outside world,

@ 1t is quite a long time since I began to learn English. H MR FFH2EIHIBELIE,
EFRKAET .

A, beganyBREFNIA, AAIERREEEZHRE, BHEAARTUHTENA
AFi&:

I began to learn English for quite a long time. (x) X f:

It has been three years since he joined the army. M AREAL=4T,

He has joined the army for three years. (x)

@ When I began to learn English, I took it for granted that English words had exact
equivalents in Chinese. B ITHHFIIER, FA LR HIA N ZEIES o SCH AT BB
Wi,

AR, KBfTRE hIERREIE, KERIEN thatfi5| ML RN,

Unit One



@ Only through practice can I have a good command of English. R 7A@k, &
FREEEXIE

BliA Only A B BRREN, IFFNFEEHERARIESF. 0.

Only after the bird flu spread did people know how dangerous it was. R E7E & &Y
BE, AMIARMEERZAHEE,

3

Exercises for Reading Comprehension

4 Answer the following questions.

=R~ B -

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

. How many languages are there in the world?

How can you judge the importance of a language?

. English is one of the world’s most widely used languages, isn’t it?
. Where is English spoken as a native language?
. As a second language, English is spoken in many countries, isn’t it? Can you give

some examples?

. How many working languages does the United Nations have? What are they?

Which working language is more frequently used than the others?

. English has become the language of international transport, hasn’t it?
. Is it possible or impossible to have an international exchange and cooperation without

English?

Do you think it important to study English? Why?

How long is it since you began to learn English?

Why must we have a good command of English?

What do the teachers require you to do in everything you do?

What have you learned from the study of past years?

Do you think one can learn a foreign language well only by memorizing individual
words and grammar rules?

Are you interested in English idioms?

What’s the difference between “join” and “take part in” 7 Can you give some
examples?

Do you translate everything into Chinese while you are learning English?

Do you find English easy or difficult to learn?

Are you fully prepared for more hard work? Why?



II. Find the meaning of the words or expressions in Column (A) from those

in Column (B).

O N A WON

A)

. memorize
. contact
. watch out for

absorb

. one’s native language

. promote

. in accordance with

. from the corner of the earth
9.

doubt

10. frequently

)
S
=
S

()]
A. be not certain of
B. often, from time to time
C. get in touch with
D. from all parts of the world
E. help in the growth of
F. learn... by heart
G. take in or understand
H. pay close attention to
I. according to
J. one’s mother tongue

III Complete the following chart. If you are not sure, please consult a

dictionary.

Country Adjective Person
Australia Australian an Australian
American

a British man
Canadian
China
English
a Frenchman
India
New Zealand
Nigeria
a Pakistani
Russian

a Singaporean

South Africa

a Spaniard




IV. Complete the sentences with the given expressions, and change the forms

where necessary.

along with as soon as possible  build...into call for help
get on with in accordance with  one’s native language
lay a solid foundation of take...for granted watch out for

e e e BORPERE ML Y
BTy ¥l

W E .

1. Over 90 percent information is spread through Internet ~ statistics.

2. Michael was born in France, and French is 7

3. The President of the United States, some officials, is going to visit Japan
next week.

4. He spent a lot of time in learning mathematics and ~ this subject.

5. The Chinese people are working hard so as to their motherland ~ a
strong and prosperous country.

6. If you want to have a good command of English, you must its idiomatic us-
age.

7. Don’t it that someone will help you when you are in need of
help. .

8. The ship by radio before it sank.

9. How are you your subjects?

10. He decided to study English hard and catch up with his classmates

V. Complete the following passage by using appropriate words listed below.
Be sure to use singular or plural forms for nouns, and appropriate forms

for verbs.
attention correctly effectively exchange grammar
individual language memorize native thousand

AT ot e o
AR SESRNR i

What Is Language Study For?

Language study, it seems to some people, is for (1) grammar rules
and (2) words. That’s wrong. Language study, in my opinion, is for the
(3) ofideas, that is to say, for communication.Many students I have taught
know hundreds of grammar rules and (4) of English words, but they
can’t speak English correctly, that is, they can’t use English (5) . They are
afraid of making mistakes. We native speakers make mistakes and break (6)



