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Sichuan province was called
Bashu in ancient times. Over the
long history, diligent people of
Sichuan had created splendid an-
cient culture of Bashu and pecu-
liar modern culture of Bashu.
Sichuan Miniascape which cen-
tre is Chengyu region stands out
in the graceful mountains in “‘the
land of abundance”, comes down
from thousand years’ civilization
and forms striking features of
region. Sichuan Miniascape is
one of the major schools of Chi-
nese Miniascape and renders
many services to the development
of culture of Bashu.

The development of Sichuan
Miniascape went fhrough two
stages which were from briefness

to complex and then from com-

plex to briefness. Traditional Sichuan Miniascape is divided into stump
Miniascape and potted landscape. Stump Miniascape’s formation is
peculiar. Its theory of formation, method of formation, selection of ma-
terial and treatment of branches and concrete methods and tools have
their unified styles with obvious signs of the region. The basic features
of potted landscapes are high, dangling, steep, deep and exquisite. These
features can finely bring out the landscape of Sichuan.

The Sichuan Penjing Art of China, which is wrote by the Com-
monwealth of Artists of Sichuan Miniascape and Garden Administra-
tion in Chengdu City introduces source, development, feature and culti-
vation of Sichuén Miniascape in detail. It is useful for exchange in the
arts and favourable for understanding of Sichuan Miniascape art. It is
believed that it will play an active role in raising the art connoisseurship
and enriching cultural life of the people.

The 16th National Congress of the Communist Party of China
pointed out that cultural power is deeply associated with national vital
energies, creativity and cohesion. I hope artists of Sichuan Miniascape
can go among the masses and lives, develop the spirit of advancing
with time, gallantly explore tradition and innovation and provide more

fine works of miniascape for the people.

Zhang Zhongwei
Govenor of Sichuan Province

July,2005
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Sichuan province is called paradise.
There are graceful mountains and persons
of exceptional intelligence. Traditional
culture gave birth to the peculiar culture
of Bashu and created famous Sichuan
miniascape.

The miniascapes in Chéngdu and
Chongqing city represent Sichuan
miniascapes. Due to a long history and a
deep culture, the techniques of formation
of Sichuan miniascape are gorgeous and
have striking features of region.

According to the old tradition,
Sichuan miniascape began to appear in
Three Kingdoms, had a significant scale
in Tang dynasty and reached to the peak
in Qing dynasty. The formative tech-
niques matured in Qing dynasty. Many
miniascapes which were made of plums
and crabapples by Diao-guai, Dui-guai,
Fang-guai, Gun-zhi and Ban-gunzhi in
The Imperial Palace in Beijing and
Museum of Mountain Hamlet for
EscapingHeat Chengde were venerable
relics from Ming and Qing dynasty.

After the People's Republic of China

" was founded; Sichuan miniascape had ex-
panded rapidly under the care of Party and
government, Firstly, the departments that

' were concerned drew Tany miiniascapes
which were competitive products into

Chengdu Dufu's Thatched Cottage-

Museum, Chengdu People garden, Jinniu
hotel, Sichuan People hospital and Du
Jiangyan Li Dui garden etc. Secondly

many artists such as Li Zhongyu, Lai

Guangyu, Gan Rucai were absorbed into these departments and specialized in creation
of miniascape. In 1959, when the Great Hall of the People was founded, some dozens
miniascapes which were made by Li Zhongyu and Wang Mingwen were sent to Sichuan
Hall the Great Hall of the People for exhibition. At the same time, in order to celebrate
10th anniversary for the People's Republic of China founding, the exhibition was hold
in Nan jiao garden in Chengdu City. In this exhibition, many miniascapes such as “Ju zi
zhou tou”’and “La zi kou”’etc were great thoughtful and artistic in proposition and content.
Marshal Chen Yi jaunted through Nan jiao garden and subscribed "elegant arts, beau-
tifying the nature". During the Cultural Revolution, Sichuan miniascape suffered
misfortune. After eleventh Party's meeting, Sichuan miniascape took a new lease of life.
Sichuan miniascape have improved greatly since the reform and open. Sichuan
miniascape has its peculiar artistic style because of edification of geographical
environments, custom and culture arts.

Stump miniascépe of Sichuan is good at elegance .It's pose is dignity and compat-
ible with every quarter. Tree species are plum, crabapple, podocarp and cypress etc.

Potted landscape of Sichuan with an emphasis on rug and steep shows artistic fea-
tures of steep. Famous mountains and great rivers in Sichuan such as San Xia, Jian men,
Qing Cheng, E mei and Jiu Zhai show high, dangling, steep, deep and exquisite. Schist
stones among stones are peculiar. Their works are dangling, steep and deep.

In order to deveiop Sichuan miniascape and show the artistic charm, we compile
the Thé Sichuan Penjing Art of China for reader. The book's editorial committee has
received warm concern and support from senior leaders in Sichuan Province and Chengdu
while compiling this book. Zhang Zhongwei, governor of Sichuan province, wrote the
preface for the book despite his busy work schedule. Tang Ning, director of the Urban
and Rural Construction and Environmental Resource Protection Committee, haé also
supported the book's compiling. Officials from Sichuan and Chengdu, such as Huang
Yinkui, Zhu Yongming, Wu Pingguo and Wei Boliang, have provided excellent
miniascape works for this book's publication: The book's editorial c‘gﬁnmittee extends
its heartfelt thanks-to them all. It is also indebted to the Chengdu Du Fu's Thatched -
Cottage Museum, Chengdu Temple of Marquis Wu Museum, Chengdu ;.J‘i‘miiubHc‘vtc\l,

_Chengdu Municipal Gardening Management Bureau; the Lidui Park of the Ijﬁjiaingyan

Scenic Spot, the Three Su's Museum in Meishan, .Si.chuan;and the Li Bai Mémoxjial in
Jiangyo'u, Sichuan, which have co-operated in the book's compiling.

This book's focus is on development, methods of fonﬁation and appreciation ‘of:
Sichuan miniascape. If this book has some mistakes, please oblige me with your valu=

able comments.

The Sichuan Penjing Art of China Editorial Committee
July,2005
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Sichuan province is called paradise. There are graceful
mountains and persons of exceptional intelligence. Historical
human development with a long history gave birth to the
peculiar culture of Bashu and created famous Sichuan miniascape.
Sichuan miniascape began to appear in Three Kingdoms. At a
later Tang and Song Dynasties time,Sichuan miniascape stepped
into a steady stage of development and arts of topiary work of
tree and shrub and formative techniques of potted landscapes
were formed. Adorn of stump miniascapes which are made of
plum , commen floweringqe and Yew podocarpus is especially
denseness. Potted landscapes which are made of autochthonic
natural stone can apply expertly landscaping technique and
create a big artistic conception in little space of miniascape. In
Ming and Qing Dynasties, Sichuan miniascape stepped into a
stage of boom and formative techniques of stump miniascapes

had been matured increasingly. Representative of Sichuan
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miniascape, for example, formative types of
any of varies nature stumps which were made
into upright forms, steep forms, prone forms
and suspended forms. Formative types of met—
rical stump miniascape which were Diao—guai
forms, Dui—guai forms, and San wan jiu guai
forms had been set in the end of Qing dynasty.
Formative techniques of potted landscapes had
been matured in the end of Qing dynasty.
After the People’s Republic of China was
founded, professional staff and nursery garden
had grown steadily. The creation and theoretical
research were more active. The flourishing period
of Sichuan miniascape was from 1980°s to 1990’s.

During this period, many parochial and na—
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tionwide exhibitions of miniascape and the art
of miniascape training workshops were hold
and many books about miniascapes were
published, which fostered many high level of
talents for art of miniascape and run off thou—
sands of miniascapes works whose artistic value
were very high, whose forms were varied and
whose kinds were abundant. At the same time,
the commonwealth of artists about miniascape
at all levels were founded, which helped to
strengthen the bonds and exchanges with in—
ternal and external craft brothers and wide

further the effect of Sichuan miniascape on inland

and overseas.
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