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0L WU as I Knouw

R A% D, u.

Timothy Huson (#3{#+ )

If you should visit Guangdong University of Foreign Studies in
near future, you might witness a puzzling phenomenon. Imagine a Chin-
ese man in his thirties walking around the campus heatedly engaged in
conversation in perfect English with a five-year old Chinese boy. You
might suspect these two to be foreign nationals of Chinese descent —
perhaps a foreign teacher and his son — until you notice the man’s picture
among the Chinese professors in the School of Interpreting and Transla-
tion Studies. At this point, Iwould tell you that you have stumbled onto
a Chinese teacher whose passion for English teaching is so overwhel-
ming that his very son has become one of his experiments on the teach-
ing of English. This professor — a man who speaks to his son only in
English — is my colleague, Mr. D. W. Chu. As to his pedagogical
approach, Mr. Chu is not of a piece with today’s Chinese academia.
Although I do not read Chinese, I have had many discussions with Mr.
Chu and I understand his ideas. Intoday’ s China, the educational system
typically directs students to goals that run counter to their own heart-felt
interest. Many Chinese students study what they don’t like in order to
get the required documents (though maybe not the practical skills) for
ajob, and most of them learn the skills for taking exams, not the skills
needed in the workaday world. And this holds all the more for students
of English. But even in the darkest forest, there is often a clearing. Mr.
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Chu is acutely aware of the problems of the Chinese education system.
His own view on language teaching, free from the various distortions
of the academic system, emphasizes the individual student’s own desire
and motivation and demands that the study of language have some con-
nection with the practical use of language in the real world. His method
for learning to read English, a method that sets the task of reading a real
book complete (instead of what is typical in much of Chinese language
education today, the unnatural process of reading, out of context, short
fragments of real or simplified text), not only gives students a prepara-
tion for the use of English in their careers, but also provides the foun-
dation for a genuine enjoyment of the English language throughout their
lives, thus preparing one for education in the sense emphasized by Lin
Yutang — education as a life-long activity , not something that stops upon
receiving the diploma.

RERIIE—XIMETMNEK, EB FINEIBAZHRE
8, BHIRH I —HLMRRNSEE —I=1/50PEBEF
N—ThS XN HPENSEZDSRER , —ORSEIEmRIEHA
HEBVEEHITRBK. MR, XBIMELAIE? —BrF=2E T9h
FARMER) L= BR, MEFIMLEYRA RS AEIEZ R EE
IDIBYRA £ —it), MAXE, RBSIFIR, MREIEIT— TR
BHETR I ABRIA, (B8 LTS fBRIE L) —
B XTENM—XTHEC LFRIREXHNA—ERNPE
@5 D. W., FMEBHZISEME, APENFZRESEZZIE—S
8o MEATHIENB, BEFHA D. W. BUANDARRE, AL
ATALBVER . ASSTPEVHBERGIZ T, FEVNZMOSH
ZLERRM BHNBB FZARZN TIREZDOAK (BFF=2
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Do not worship English

A — R R B SEEEIN, £E) RIMBINH KR F— A
BRI AE R FLIG T —ZH XA TR (riddles ):

1. What do you call a person who speaks two languages?

LRBFETHANF LY

WHAEE®E, ZRE Abilingual (XUEA L),

2. What do you call a person who speaks three languages?

R EFPIEFTHAPT LT

BWAENR, KER A trilingual (=ZiFA L),

3. What do you call a person who speaks only one language?

2WR—FETHAM L7

WIFEFMm, ZERE An American,

—H/NVNRREEIE TR, B TR R 2T A TR
P, HIBERFR TRAETAT AR (RERFEALHR).

RIETE P EBEITHIE, FERREANE E—ERK, RN EEE
EAFT, HELREUAREN 4, EEPALEMET W, 5H
WIERRTT, TERRRERN, ERMHENY, MESE T
A, BATTLESS BREEZEERIME . B8 — B XiEhk
REIERKRAE, HFFMFEATLASEH,

BATFIEEE ¥ HAWSNE , BB H0E, BES
HARBER R St B2, ERmdEs, RiTaAI
kBT A (e B HEE%E . 2R¥PEER) A—LBRAR, &
MIAREIEIHE S E , LA S EBRE, A ERBE T RHBERH .
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