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PREFACE TO THE CHINESE TRANSLATION OF
FUNDAMENTALS OF HEAT AND MASS TRANSFER

6™EDITION
By

Frank Incropera, David DeWitt, Theodore Bergman and Adrienne Lavine

Shortly after publication of the first edition of Fundamentals of Heat and Mass Trans-
fer more than 25 years ago, my colleague, David DeWitt and I were pleased and honored to
learn that our book would be translated into Chinese. At that time, little did we realize the
impact that the book would have on heat transfer education in China and the United States.
It has been used by hundreds of thousands of students in their study of the subject, as well
as by countless practicing engineers in their development of thermal systems.

As net importers of primary energy needed to sustain their economies, both China and
the United States are especially motivated to use energy as efficiently as possible. Whether it
be in the use of nonrenewable fossil fuels for transportation and power production, or re-
newable fuels such as solar and geothermal energy for the production of electricity, thermal
energy or hydrogen, heat and mass transfer processes are central to the development of effi-
cient systems. In the 21* century, human kind will benefit from the work done by Chinese
and U. S. engineers in using their knowledge of heat and mass transfer to develop such sys-
tems, as well as to develop innovative processes and systems in other important fields such
as biomedicine, manufacturing and material processing.

Knowing the many ways in which heat and mass transfer principles will be used for ad-
vancing technology in the 21* century, I was again pleased and honored to learn that there
would be a Chinese translation of the 6" edition of Fundamentals of Heat and Mass Trans-
fer. 1 know that David DeWitt, who passed away in 2005, would have shared these feel-
ings. On behalf of our new co-authors, Theodore Bergman and Adrienne Lavine, I would
like to wish our Chinese colleagues success in using the bock to enhance the learning of their
students, and I hope the students will find the subject matter as fascinating and useful as we

have found it to be in our careers.

Frank P. Incropera
University of Notre Dame
Notre Dame, Indiana, USA
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