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Unit 1 Appointments

Part I In-class Reading

Text A This Dating Stuff is a Piece of Cake

' Background Information

1. Chevy: In 1911, William Durant (one of the founders of GM jfi {5 ENEIRIEE N Z
—) invited Louis Chevrolet (famous Swiss racer and engineer ) to develop a new model for
mainstream customers ( — K [ 7] K AR VE 4 ). A new company names
after the designer was thus established. In the United States, Chevrolet’s
nickname is Chevy. This expression of love is like naming a friend or a family

member. Few other brands ( 5 i#) enjoy such friendliness, and Chevrolet

! has become part of US life. It is unquestionable that Chevy is an all time fa-

[ouis('bfwbkf vorite of Americans, along with baseball, hotdogs and apple pie. Chevrolet

represents pride beyond its physical value. In 2004, the global sale of Chev-

rolet exceeded (i) 3 500 000 which made up 5% of total worldwide auto sales (RERR).
There was one Chevrolet in every 16 cars in 2004.

There have been a number of guesses on where the Chevrolet
bowtie logo (H# %) “440%5” #$5:E) comes from. The real
story might remain a mystery forever. However, the most romantic
version, or rather the most widespread version, is related to Wil-

liam Durant. In 1908, when on a round-the-world trip ( A BK e CHEVROLET

#7), Mr. Durant unexpectedly found an interesting image on the

wallpaper of a French hotel which he believed could make a model logo. Therefore, he tore a
piece of wallpaper off and showed it to his friend. Later, the bowtie image became the logo of the

popular Chevrolet. Whatever the source of the Chevrolet logo is, most historians agree that the lo-

go initially emerged (/i BL7E) between 1913 and 1914. Today it is one
of the best-known brand logo (ffiftrE). @
(Source : www. chevrolet. com. cn )
2. Dating manners: The proper dating manners are listed below.
(1) Be punctual (#EHT). It's rather strange that in the age of high technology, people sim-
ply don’t look at their watches anymore. People always say that time is very important. Why is it

then that they are often late for their dates? It isn’t the problem of being late. It’s just that being
o s



late, especially on the first date sends the wrong signals. It tends to say that your date doesn’t
mean much and its okay to make her wait.

(2) While it’s okay to ask questions while dating, don’t ask them so many questions that
they feel as if you're an agent sent by Scotland Yard (3 & {322 H144) .

(3) Be yourself. You're probably familiar with the million and one rules on dating. Howev-
er, none of these rules mean anything if you neglect one simple rule, being yourself. You should
try to be yourself as much as possible. You may feel really nervous and want to make a good im-
pression. To some people, this means trying to be someone else. Doing so doesn’t work. Just be
yourself, no matter who you are or how boring you think you are. It will work wonders in the end.

(Source : www. dateline. co. uk )

3. Drive-in: Drive-ins started in the 1930s, but reached a peak (T§il§) of popularity in
the 1950s, when the American car culture became popular.

(Source : www. acfnewsource. org)

The following graphs will show you the history of drive-in theatres in the United States:
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(Source ; www. driveintheater. com)

appointment n. an arrangement for a meeting at an agreed time and place, for a particular pur-
pose £15; #hL



e. g. She has an appointment with a client ( & F) at 10:30.
You should phone his secretary if you want to make an appointment.
| have an appointment to see the doctor.
Please give us plenty of notice if you have to cancel an appointment.
date n. an occasion when one goes out with someone that he/she likes, esp. in a romantic way
N, Al
e. g. I've got a date with Andrea tomorrow night.
I felt like a teenager going out on a first date.
stuff n. used when you are talking about things that you do not know what they are called, or you
think it is not important to say exactly what they are (iX) ZR¥H; ¥&h; MK
e. g. I've got some sticky stuff on my shoe.
How do you think you’re going to fit all that stuff into the car?
I felt sorry for the ones who had to eat the awful stuff.
Where’s all the camping stuff?
proud a. feeling pleased about something that one has done or something one owns, or about
someone or something one is involved with HZXH) (B 5 of $#£#E)
e. g. Her parents are very proud of her.
His past record is certainly something to be proud of.
shyness n. the state of being shy £, Z¥%
e. g. Because of my shyness, I could never tell her | love her.
Shyness is a big barrier ([Ef8) for me to be successful.
courage n. the quality of being brave when in danger, in pain, in a difficult situation, etc. B
e. g. Gradually | lost the courage to speak out about anything.
He did not have the courage to tell Nicola that he was ending their affair.
perfect a. not having any mistakes, faults, or damage 5¢ 3£ )
e. g. His English was perfect.
The car was in perfect condition.
You're very lucky to have perfect teeth.
blow ». to move something by the force of the wind or a current of air; to move (if wind is the
subject) BEXEEY; K; W3l
e. g. Her hair was blowing in the breeze.
The wind blew the rain into our faces.
My ticket blew away.
confident a. sure that you have the ability to do things well or deal with situations successfully H
frfty
e. g. We are confident that next year’s profits will be higher.
He is quite confident that there will be no problem this time.

darken v. to become dark, or to make something dark (f#) ZFH., ({#) AFRE



