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PREFACE I

_ PREFACE

As one of the most important representatives of Marxist cultural
philosophy, Mao Tsetung played an important role in the develop-
ment of Marxist cultural philosophy including Chinese cultural phi-
losophy. According to the basic principles of Marxist cultural phi-
losophy and the fact of Chinese culture, he studied and then got his
own scientific answer to the question on the relationship between
Chinese culture and west culture, traditional culture and modern
culture, which should to be respond to any cultural exploring. With
the exploring, his many important ideas and views about cultural
philosophy come into being. Just depending on these ideas and
views, it became possible for the foundation of Chinese New Democ-
racy culture, also it made the change from Chinese New Democracy
culture to socialist culture and the construction of socialist new cul-
ture have scientific guidance, even made the modernization of Chi-

nese culture become possible at last.
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Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosophy is the embodiment of Marxist
cultural philosophy in China, and it is also the important part of
Mao Tsetung’s philosophy. The study on Mao Tsetung’s cultural phi-
losophy is significant whether to enrich Marxist philosophy and cul-
tural philosophy, develop Chinese cultural philosophy, extend the
researchful fields of Mao Tsetung’s philosophy, or to guide the con-
struction of Chinese culture more well at present time, promote the
modernization of Chinese culture.

In this book the origins, forming and developing of Mao
Tsetung’s cultural philosophy are studied firstly. Mao Tsetung’s cul-
tural philosophy originated from Chinese traditional culture, capital-
istic new culture like west enlightenment idea and Marxism. Chi-
nese traditional culture with long history is mental soil of Mao
Tsetung’s growing and living. In Mao Tsetung’s time, his ideas were
immersed in Chinese traditional culture all along. Chinese tradition-
al culture is so important mental base that he couldn’t get rid off.
West capitalistic enlightenment thoughts, especially the thoughts of
Evolutionism, democracy and freedom, against sovereign autarchy
and feudalistic oppression, had a great influence on youthful Mao
Tsetung, which made great progress on his ideas. The October Rev-
olution and subsequent battles and practices made Mao Tsetung’s i-
deas change qualitatively including rupturing with capitalistic re-
formism, then he erected steady Marxist belief and became a true
Marxian, which made him observe Chinese fate with Marxism.

Thus, the forming and developing of Mao Tsetung’s cultural philoso-
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PREFACE I

phy had a firm and scientific theoretical base. The forming and de-
veloping of Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosophy underwent early
stage, new democracy revolution stage and socialism revolution and
construction stage. These three stages were different in content, but
they showed successive and continued characteristic because of the
intrinsic relation ligament.

The standpoint of practice is first and fundamental in Marxist
cultural philosophy. Marxist cultural philosophy insists that practice
should be the base of any social phenomena. According to this
view, Marxist cultural philosophy brings to light the occurrence and
developing of culture, which provides scientific methodology for
grasping cultural essence, configuration and function. According to
Chinese practice, Mao Tsetung expressed the first and fundamental
standpoint of Marxist cultural philosophy with Chinese national style
and national language, which formed scientific base of world outlook
and methodology of Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosophy.

On the base of above studies, the annotation to the essence of
culture in the view of the materialist conception of history by Mao
Tsetung’s cultural philosophy is probed into in this book. During
changing old culture and creating advanced culture to suit to the de-
velopment of society and history, Mao Tsetung insisted on analyzing
cultural phenomena with the materialist conception of history and
combining the materialist conception of history with the practice of
Chinese culture. He grasped the laws of cultural development tight-

ly, made a scientific definition for culture and revealed the essence
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of culture. Moreover, he clarified the dialectic relation between cul-
ture , politics and economy and the dialectic relation between cultur-
al nationality and era characteristic. Those thoughts not only enrich
Marxist cultural philosophy, but also establish scientific theoretical
base for the development and innovation of Chinese culture.
Considering cultural types, configuration and function is one of
the important contents of Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosophy. Mao
Tsetung’s cultural philosophy expounded them fully and particular-
ly, including the cause of formation of cultural types, contents and
characteristic, the partition of cultural configuration and different
fiinction of culture. As far as cultural types are concerned, Mao
Tsetung partitioned them with different levels and areas from vertical
and hoﬁzo;ltal aspects. From the point of view of time and social
history, there are primitive culture, ancient culture, neoteric cul-
ture and modern culture. From the point of view of the region and
cradle of culture, there are oriental culture and occidental culture.
From the point of view of cultural reflection to politics and economy,
there are slavery culture, feudal culture, capitalistic culture and so-
cialistic culture. From the point of view of the influence of culture
on social development, there are advanced culture and unenlight-
ened culture. With respect to the partition of cultural configuration,
Mao Tsetung made a further analysis to the connotation of material
culture, spiritual culture and institutional culture. He partitioned
them several parts, such as productive forces that reflects the rela-

tion between human and nature, production relations that reflects
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- PREFACE I

the relation between man and man during production, social system
that connects material culture and spiritual culture, social mentality
and ideological system, etc. Mao Tsetung thought that’advanced
culture should have the functions of information, moralizing and
cognition. -

How to resolve the relation between Chinese culture and west
culture, traditional culture and modern culture is a question that
must be answered by any cultural exploration ever since the neoteric
times. Marxism. thinks that cultural own inherent laws exist in. the
course of development of culture itself (especial ideaistic culture )
besides lintited by politics and economy, such as the law of inherit-
ance and renovation. of cultural heritage, the law of intercommunion
and syncretism of each national .culture. Mao Tsetung affirmed the
determinative action of politics and economy on culture and he also
affirmed the laws and particularity of -culture itself. Mao Tsetung
combined Marxist cultural laws to the practice of Chinese culture
and then:formed his own study ways, which were to be used to re-
solve the .contradiction between Chinese culture and west culture
with “learning from foreign countries” , “ making foreign things
serve China” , “developing Chinese-characterized Marxism” and to
resolve the contradiction between traditional culture and modern cul-
ture with “animadverting and inheriting” , “making the past serve
the present” and “weeding through the old to bring forth the new”.
Because of those study ways, Mao Tsetung contributed greatly to the

foundation of Chinese New Democracy culture and socialist new cul-
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ture and medernization of Chinese culture, which enricﬁed and de-
veloped Marxist cultural philosophy.

In the contemporary era, cultutre has become an.important part
of a country’s comprehensive national strength, an important strate-
gic resource of economic and social development and a radical guar-
antee for a nation to stand erect within first-rank nations in whole
world. - Under this background, Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosephy-
shows its more important values. At present time Mao Tsetung’s cul-
tural philosophy gets further enrichment and development. His suc-
cessors, the second generation collective leadership of CCP with
Deng Xiaoping at the core insisted emancipating our minds and see-
king the truth from facts, which made contemporary Chinese culture
break away from the cultural mode of taking class struggle as its core
and go into socialist cultural new mode-of taking economic develop-
ment as its main task. The theory of building socialist with Chinese
characteristics'initiated by Deng Xiaoping provides theoretical guid-
ance and establishes ideal base for the cultural viewpoint of Marxist.
compreheénsive innovation, and thus it becomes a great ‘banner of
modernization: of Chinese contemporary culture.

. At the beginning of 1990s, the third generation collective lead-
ership of CCP: with Jiang Zemin at the core bring forward building
socialist culture with Chinese characteristics and expound this prob-
lem. They regard the building of socialist culture with Chinese char-
acteristics and the building of socialist economy and politics with

Chinese characteristics as a whole for the first time and consider the
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PREFACE l

building of socialist culture with Chinese characteristics as one of
the basic contents of the basic programme of the primary stage of so-
cialism. Moreover, they make a important conclusion that socialist
culture with Chinese characteristics is an important symbol of our
country’s comprehensive national strength. All of those carry forward

and develop Mao Tsetung’s cultural philosophy.
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